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PREFACE

When | had finished my first reading of this study on slavery in Niger, | closed it
and set it aside, like apiece of roasted cassava, barely pulled out of hot ashes, or
like a cob of freshly roasted corn, still steamingfrom thefire.

| had the definite impression that what | had before me was a remarkable
document. Firstly, for placing the emphasis on indigenous documentation centres,
thanks to them, and because of the watchful eye of the “archives master” of
Niger, it is possible to gppreciate the vitdity of the research. Secondly, the study
was carried out under very strict rules, in particular in the choice and training of
those undertaking the survey. A certain “leve of motivation” and a sense of
open-mindedness are essentid for this very sensitive subject. Having myself
falled in 1976 to obtain a singe word about slavery from avillage chief in the
West of Niger, a humiliation that, still stings to this day, | must emphasize the
qudity of the results obtained. Indeed, the situation of those carrying out the
survey was not withou its dangers. These were however avoided, thanks to an
excel lent training programme.

A very brief introduction presents an overview of therole of Africain the history
of slavery. Inthis areg, it may be recdled that in January 1975, in Bamako, Mr.
Wa Kamissoko presented two facts to a scientific symposium that set many a
theory onits head. Firstly, Soumaworo Kanta, the King of Sosso tried, and fail ed,
to mobilize the Mdinkes against the slave trade that was practised by the
Soninkes and the M oors. Secondly, Sundiata Keita, after having defeated the
same Soumaworo in Kirina in 1235, adopted the “Charter of Kurukanfugg’,
which included a clause prohibiting slavery. It would be a good thing if the
“Kankan” version of this charter, could be published by the Centre for the Sudy
of African Ord Traditions (CELHTO/UA) of Niamey, in order to make its
contents known to one and dl. Furthermore, the UNESCO Save Routes project
should lead to more in-depth knowledge about slavery in Africa, and presert the
views of dl players.

The gudy begns with a presentation of the situaion within the area that now
constitutes Niger, before the colonial conquest. The presentation is based on
research carried out in various regions, Ader, Air, Damagaram, Katsina, and
M angari. Work carried out by pegple who are from Niger themselves, reveds the
existence of slavery inthe Kanuri, Hausa, Tuareg, and Zarma-Songhay societies.
The presentéion is supplemented by a review of the ideology that underpins
slavery: “ ... beyond the differences in day-to-day practices (...), the slave has no
right to paticipae in life as a citizen...” Despite the survey carried out between
1903 and 1905 on slavery, in spite of the debate within the League of Nations,
and notwithganding the abolition of forced labour, slavery “disappeared from
politica language, but colonidism dlowed it to survive” Upon ataning
independence, Niger therefore had to ded with it. The successive regmes from
1958 to 1991 “dl kept silent on the issue.” Thestart of the fight against slavery
was marked by the creation of the Timidria Association in 1991. This document
is the outcome of twelveyears of intense activity .



For in the Republic of Niger, there are some people who are not ye full-fledged
citizens. A magstrate has sought to gve alegd definition of slavery by anaysing
its critical components. He has collated and itemised the contradictions between
slavery and human rights. Reviewingthe various texts available, he has noted the
absence of any specificincrimination of slavery and other similar practices in the
laws of Niger. He dso points out the existence of many legal provisions
sanctioning various violations of human rights. Findly, he emphasizes the
difficulties in trying to gpply the lega arsenal of Niger in the fight against
slavery. Thesedifficulties arise in various aress; the lega process, in lawsuits, the
existence of legd pluraism, and the administrative organisation. The existence
of diverse land tenure sysgems and cusomary marriages also contributes to these
difficulties. All of these are mgor obstacles! This piece of legal anthropology
concludes with a series of recommendations that deserve to be disseminated
broadly. Indeed, one feds relieved because the impressions of impotence and
resignation are swept awvay by the legd, political, administrative and economic
proposas tha are made, and by the suggestion that former captives should
assume responsibility for themselves in a new context. In other words, that they
should behave as citizens. In this complex chapter, which deds with issues from
the legal to the psychologcd, the study shows the way tha will lead to the
attainment and enjoy ment of theright to exist.

The find part is devaed to the database, the ultimate objective of thesudy. The
following are the six main categories of data collected, in a slightly modified
order: Work done by slaves; marriage of enslaved women; school enrolment of
children; use of violence, breskdown by regon and maritd status, and an
estimate of thetata number of slaves. The seminar in May 2003, which focused
and adopted this study, was a reflection of the enlightenment of members of
Timidria, and the maturity of the association. A number of other factors
contributed to this. The Naiond Assembly had adopted the bill to curb practices
similar to slavery; many human rights associations were present; the political
authorities of Niger were actively involved in the seminar, and the discussions
were of high quaity.

This study alows others to have abetter understanding of “the current reaity” of
Niger. It marks amagor contribution to the “renaissance’ of Africa, of which one
of thefirst prerequisites is the equality of al citizens beforethe law. The authors
have used the social sciences in the service of human dignity. The London based
organisation, Anti-Savery Internationd, provided the funding for the study and
took an active part in the whole process tha led to the outcome that you now
have in your hands. A saying of the Zarma-Songhay people and many ather
Africans of the Sahel region goes as follows: “ It is only in the dry season that
people boast of their prowess and their skillsinthefied.” Each and everyone can
cease to hesitate and begn to act.

Having drafted this preface, | happened to come across a survey that we carried
out in the Say regon in 1975/76. The question that we put then was the
following “ Do you know why you pay taxes?’ One of the respondents, who was
about 54 years old a thetimesad, “ | have been told that we pay taxesin order to
be free, because the white men abolished slavery. We are paying them for that.”



It is up to us dl to meditate on the significance and the entrenchment of this
phenomenon in the day -to-day life of Niger.

Diouldé Laya

Sociologst,

Former Director, Centre for the Sudy of African Ora Traditions
Niamey, 30" June 2003
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON NIGER

Niger is a landlocked Sahdian country, with a surface area of 1 267 000 km2. The
Niger River flows over adistance of 600 km in theinterior, in the western part of the
country. According to the general census of 2000, the population of the courtry
numbered 10 070 000 inhabitants.

Niger has a high rate of population growth (3.3%), and is made up of severd
ethnolinguistic groups. The Hausas represent the largest group, dmost haf of the
population. The next largest group is the Zarma-Songhay s, followed by the Tuaregs,
the Fulanis, the Kanuris, the Arabs, the Grumanshis, and the Budumas. There is a
high diversity of cultures and languages. The population is nevertheless unified by a
common religion, since 98% of the population followsthe adopted religon of 1slam.

The mgority of the population live in rural areas, and there are few bigtowns. The
main urban centres are Niamey, the cepitd, Zinder, M aradi, Dosso, Tahoua, Agadez,
Tillabery, and Diffa These towns are the capitals of the eight administrative regions
of the country.

Niger ranks 172 out of 173 countries on the scae of the human development index,
and the main characteristic of the country is the poverty of the population, with an
annua GDP per capitaof US$ 746. Thefollowing indicators paint aclearer picture of
the level of povety. Life expectancy is 45.2 years and infant mortdity is 159 per
1000. The literacy rate in adults is 19%, and the gross school enrolment rate is 26%.
Furthermore, 63% of the population lives below the poverty threshold, with 85% of
the population livingwith less than US$ 2 per day .

The main economic production of the country comes from agriculture, which
contributes 41% of GDP. Industry only contributes 17%, while the service sector,
essentialy public services, contributes 42%. Debt servicing absorbs 11% of GDP, a
tota of USH 221 million dollars. Theclimate of Niger istypicaly Sahelian and is dry
and harsh. Two thirds of the territory is desert. The country’s population is
concentrated in two zones, and the main activities are agriculture and cattle rearing
M any people are nomads, constantly moving between the farming zones in the south
and the areas in the north that are not suitable for farming.

In the political arena, Niger has had a democratic government since 1999. The
country has however had a history of turmoil and political instability. After attaining
independence in 1960, Niger was ruled by asind e party regme until 1975, when the
amy seized power and ingituted a military dictatorship, which remaned in power
until 1991, when the Sovereign Nationa Conference was held. This was followed in
1994 by generd eections. Throughout this period, the country aso faced an armed
rebellion of the Tuareg and Tubu populations, which continued urtil 1994, when a
peace agreement was signed. In 1996, a second coup d éat toppled the democratic
regime and there began another transitiona period, marked by disputed eections.
This period ended in 1999, fol lowing the assassination of the Head of State. A third
transitional period ended in 2000, with the holding of general elections. With so much



turmoil, the country found itsef on its knees and completely abandoned by
development partners.



PREAMBLE

Generdly, when one speaks of slavery in Africa, The Save Trade is what comes to
mind, because of the sheer magnitude of that trade and the damage that it caused in
entire societies, as wdl its conseguences, which have not yet been fully evauated, nor
has there been an attempt to make reparation for the harm caused.

History shows tha Africa has had a reaively longstanding role in slavery. In
exploring certain sources, it becomes clear that it is not only Europe and Americathat
owe a debt to Africa Indeed, a good part of the progerity of other continents
stemmed from the swest, tears, blood, and suffering of Africans, particularly black
Africans.

The Encyclopaedia Universdis gves a generd, historic definition of slavery. Lengelle
actudly dates the ingituion of slavery to the time of the emergence of rurd
civilisations. “ From the time of the emergence of rura civilisations, and up to the 18"
century in Europe and the 19" century in most other continents, slavery constituted
the most common form of organising labour, and the basis and structure of the
economy”. (Lengelle, Encylopaedia Universalis, 1980, p. 445).

Savery isoften apreludeto genocide of the very same peoplewho are enslaved. The
question that arose was whether it was skin colour or the use of language tha
distinguished men from animals. In other words, “ Did God creaste negroes a the same
time as the birds and the reptiles, or on the sixth day, a the same time as man?’
(Lengelle, Encylopaedia Universalis, 1980, p. 445). In describing the begnnings of
slavery, Lengelle describes a“mild” form of slavery, where men no longer diminate
their enemies, who are competitors in consunption. “Ingead of using them in the
most direct manner, which is through cannibalism, they decideto transform theminto
auxiliary workers whose reduced circumstances make it possible to improve the
circumstances of the master.”

This mild form of slavery isin contrast to asecond form where man is reduced to the
state of being part of a herd of animas. In this sysem, men become “ possessions of
the owner, just like a horse or a cow.” As a result, concludes Lengele, dl the
attributes of ownership under Roman law are gpplied to human beings. A slave could
thus be rented out or leased. The two fundamenta characteristics of slavery areracism
and social inequdity. A society that practises slavery is founded on adenid of human
dignity. This definition of slavery gill applies today. Lengelle does not however gve
much importance to the place of Africain this vast movement of humanity. Heis aso
mistaken in situatingthe date of the end of slavery asthe 18" century for Europe and
the 19" century for the rest of theworld.

The redity is somewhat different because in 2000, slavery still exists in certain parts
of Africa and in Niger in particular. At the dawn of the third millennium, severd
forms of enslavement exist in Niger. Thereis the® pureand simple’ form of slavery in
which a slave is considered as a beast of burden. He/she works day and night for no
pay and is subject to al possible and imagnable forms of harassment, according to
the whims of the magter. There are many examples of this. On 7 November 1994 the
newspegpe Le Démocrate carried a picture of three escagpees with the following



caption: “ ... Tahmoud, Rhai and Chaddi... had been living as slaves for years. They
were treated as chatte and were often beaten. According to their own account, they
were even forbidden to pray. This might have been understandable if the events took
place in some remote corner wher e certain tribes still live as in prehistoric times. This
is not the case, however. Thethree unfortunate y oung people clamthat they ran away
from the home of adeputy permanent secretary of aministry.”

In 1991, the following text was published on 22" November in the government
newspgpe Sahd Dimanche “Slavery in Tchintabaraden: In the regon of
Tchintabaraden, it is aleged that ayoung man was savagely assaulted by his so-caled
‘master’, the son of an eminent persondity, for having refused to serve the master.
The victim is alleged to have lost his virility as a result of the severe beating. It
appears that this practice is quite common in theregion ...” In redity, the master had
quitesimply casrated the victim.

On 28 July 2000, the newspaper Alternative, featured a specid dossier on slavery. It
was entitled “ Shameful practices of slavery in Niger in the year 2000”. The dossier
contained an interview of Tumget Ghousmane, a runaway slave, who sad, “1 was
gven as awedding gft. The husband of my mistress was amember of the Republican
Guard of Niger (...), but | suffered alot, nevertheless. | got beaten if therewas simply
not enough salt in the sauce. | still recall aday, just last year, when my eight-year-old
child was hurt. He had taken the animals out to pasure, but as he was being bullied
and terrified by some children who were stronger than him, my son came back home.
This made the master very angy. Hetook astick and beat my son and me. | received
a strong blow on nmy left dbow. My arm hurt for morths, after tha. As far as the
master is concerned, we arejust objects, like a chair, apestle, or amortar.” !

There are many other examples, but we have chosen to limit oursdves to those tha
have appeared in nationd newspgers, thus showing tha the authorities, public
opinion and human rights associations are dl aware of the existence of these
practices. The practiceis very widespread. It is found throughout most of the nationa
territory of Niger, with only variations in degree.

The second type of slavery that may be encountered is a practice based on ownership
of land and of people. Indeed, in the western part of Niger, the practice of outright
slavery has evolved into amilder form, which consists of alowing slaves to take over
the fields of their masters, but then the latter come in a the time of harvest and help
themselves to whatever quantities of the harvest they want. The slaves have no right
toprotes, nor do they havetheright to demand asadary or any form of compensation.
Often, they live far away from their magers, but the land does nat, and can never,
belong to them because they themseves are the property of somebody dse. In this
case the relationship between master and slave is not often marked by violence, but
are nevertheless governed by links of ownership. This practice has often been called
passive slavery. Yet this form of slavery is no less active than the others, as was
shown in the Tamou regon where people who were bound by links of slavery to a
master took advantage of a dispute concerning the gppointment of a digrict chief, to
rebd. This was what the government newspgoer termed “The revolt of the

Y Interview of T umg e Ghousmane by Cissé Souleymane Mahamane, in Alternative, n°218 July 28
2000.



Fulmangani.”2 Relaying the words of the rebds, the journdist wrote, “ Go back and
simply tdl those who are ready to listen, that we did nat agree yesterday, we do nat
ag eetoday, and we shall not agreetomorrow. Even if they wereto kill usto thevery
last one of us, we would not accept that this new chief have command over us. We are
free today, and we shdl die free one day or the ather.”® The Tamou regon is part of
an area where, in colonia times, three-quarters of the population was counted as
slaves. The chiefdom in question believes that it owns the land that the former slaves
consider to betheir property. In September 2002, the dispute had still not been settled.

A third form of slavery exists, known as Wahaya. Certain rich people or eminent
persondlities, as well as many chiefs and important Mar abouts (Quranic teachers) buy
young girls to serve quite legtimately as their concubines. The young grls do
household chores and servethe master. Intheory, in certain traditions, the concubine
becomes a legal spouse once she bears him achild. In others, she only becomes awife
when she bears him a son. In many traditions, the children of concubines are often
frontrunners in the succession of achief.

Remnants of slavery aso exist even where urbanisation, droughts, education, and the
pas action of the colonial authorities, dbeit limited, have all contributed to freeing
certain descendents of slaves from dl forms of attachment. Such people lead norma
lives and are free to own property and to buy and sdl. And yet, society generdly
refuses to alow marriages between them and others who are not of the same servile
origin. In this areq, therefore, the society relegates them to a sort of closed caste. We
can cite the example of Biga, a nurse, who during his studies met a young lady who
later became his wife. After the birth of their first child, he came home one day and
found his wife absent. While hewas away, her brothers had convinced her to flee with
them to Libya, leaving behind the child that she had had with a person they
considered unworthy because of his servile ancestry. We may aso cite the case of a
high-ranking army officer who in 2002 distributed invitations to his wedding with a
lady doctor. On the day of the wedding, those who had gathered for the reigious
ceremony were told, to their great surprise, that the wedding had been cancelled.
Some of the guests whigpered that this was due to the fact that the bride-to-be was
descended from sl aves.

New, contemporary forms of slavery aso exist dongside the various forms of slavery
that derive from the higory of the peoples that make up the Niger of today. Fighting
against these new forms of enslavement is aso a means to wage the battle against
outright slavery, which casts a shadow on the humanist vaues that al modern
populations clam as their own. These new forms of slavery have been dedt with in
treaties and conventions, most of which have been ratified by Niger.

Contemporary forms of slavery

In recent times, Sates and various internationa organisations have made the fight
against slavery part of their concerns. Generdly, awareness about these issues has led
to the signing of conventions and treaties. The Savery Convention signed in Geneva
on September 25 1926 defines slavery as “the gatus or condition of a person over
whom any or dl of the powers atachingto theright of ownership are exercised.”

% Sahd Dimanche n°542, October 15 1993,
# Abdourshamane Varino, specid envoy, Sahd Dimanche n° 542, October 15 1993, p. 4
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The 1948 Universd Declaration of Human Rights stipulates that al men are equa and
accords them the same rights and duties as citizens. It aso specificdly statesin article
4 that “No one shal be held in slavery or servitude. Savery and the slave trade shal
be prohibited in dl their forms.” In 1956, a Supplementary Convention on the
Abolition of Savery, the Save Trade and Institutions and Practices Smilar to Slavery
was signed. This convention included serfdom as a form of slavery because it
describes the “ condition of atenant who is by law, custom or agreement bound to live
and labour on land belongng to another person and to render some determinate
service to such other person, whether for reward or not, and is na free to change his
status.”

In 1999, the Generd Conference of the International Labour Organisation
unanimously adopted Convention 182 on the Worg Forms of Child Labour. A child is
defined as any person below the age of 18, without exception. Article 3 of the
Convention prohibitsthe following:

(& All forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sde and
trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory
labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in
armed conflict;

(b) The use, procuring or offering of achild for prostitution, for theproduction
of pornography or for pornographic performances;

(c) The use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular
for the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the reevant
international tregties;

(d) Work, which by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is
likely to harm the hedth, safety or moras of children.

In even more recent times, the Durban Conference held in South Africa in August
2001 marked a very important gep in the internationa fight against slavery by
denouncingracism, discussing slavery, and by openingtheway for reparations for the
victims of slavery, from the time of the Save Trade to date. Contemporary forms of
slavery such as theworst form of child |abour aretaken up by other associaions such
as the Federation of Niger Workers' Unions, which has mobilized to ded with thefate
of children who are subjected to the worst forms of child labour.

Nevertheless, as Bernard Debord nated, outright slavery in Niger, is characterized by
al the aspects, which are denounced in international conventions. And yet thepractice
is not sufficiently condemned. Following avisit to Niger, he wrote, “It is generaly
not knownthat in Niger, numerous men and women arethe property of aslave-owner,
just like cattle. Savery in Niger is aredity tha is rooted in custom, culture and
history. It is dso something that is not sooken about. Throughout the country, those
who have the power to gpesk are the slave-owners, the families of slave-owners, or
the descendants of slave-owners. The enslaved do not speak about ther status because
it goes without saying. Many do not complain of their fate for they have been
convinced that it is the will of God. Everything contributes therefore to the congpiracy
of silence. Niger, one of the poorest countries in theworld, derives the greater part of
its finances from internationa aid. Neither the authorities nor the dite therefore wish

11



to see tr)le image of the country tarnished outside by the continued existence of
slavery.”

This is aredlistic description of the situaion in Niger that allows hundreds of people
toparticipatein the conspiracy of silence by sayingsdf-righteously, “If slavery exists,
prove it.” This is the chalenge that we wish to take up by applying the appropriate
methodology to prove tha slavery does exist. We wish to do this as our cortribution
to the universa movement of humanism, and in adesireto liberate many men, women
and children. This will dso serve to boost the image of Niger, which would be better
enhanced by freaeing her enslaved children, than by hiding the poverty and inhumane
conditions in which a good part of them live.

* Bernard Debord, ‘TheConspiracy of Silence, in Lachronique, June 2002, Journd of the French
Section of Amnesty Internationa p 23.
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INTRODUCTION

This sudy is aimed a contributing to the setting up of the necessary mechanisms to
eradicate slavery in Niger. Indeed, it may seem absurd that a the dawn of the third
millennium, a country like Niger, which is well known for being amongst the lowest
ranking country accordingto the human development index, is being called to account
on an issue such as slavery, aform of human socid organisation that was thought to
have been eradicated with the establishment of democracy. And yet slavery is presert
in the daily life of Niger. The issue is na to find a definition of slavery, but rather to
free hundreds of men and women from the shackles of slavery. For them, each day
bringsits lot of humiliation, physicd suffering, torture and uncertainty.

Is it necessary to define slavery beforefighting against it? The question deservesto be
asked. But who must define slavery ? Could it be this woman whom we met in Abaak
in July 2002? Her name is nat important, suffice it to say tha she had just waked 40
km to find refuge with anti-slavery activists in Abaak, Tahouadistrict in the north of
Niger. She had barely finished recounting her escgpe when she asked for help for her
three daughters, who were still in the possession of their owner. The gendarmes
accompanied the woman and brought her back with her daughters.

After listening to her, one of the members of our team asked her, “What areyou going
to do, now that you are free? She answered, “1 shdl try to live by watching what
others do.” Not being familiar with freedom, she was going to learn by watching
others.

When the same question was put to anather slave who had been freed through the
activities of activists, he sad tha for him, “freedom begins by being able to go to
sleep and to wake up when | want.” Having been a slave, he did not even know that
he could be the master of his own sleeping patterns.

Instead of tryingto define slavery, it could be said that aslave is aperson who:

Works for another without the benefit of asdary;

I's subject to violence from others, without being protected by the law;

Has no socid status, and therefore cannot voice an opinion;

Has no resporsibility for his’her descendants because they belongto another;

Has no freedom of movement because he/she requires permission from

another;

Is only alowed to marry another person of the same status;

= May only eat that which is dlowed by athers because he/she has no say over
their own feeding;

» Isnot dlowed to gpesk to another person, who is considered noble and

= Hasno control over their time, which is controlled entirely by cthers.

Thisisaminima basis of non-rights, which can help to describe slavery. But slavery
may aso bewhat slaves themselves haveto say about ther situation, and we chose to
gvethem aforum to enable them to describe what they had experienced. Indeed, how
can one describe the situation of a woman who, in answer to a question about the
maltrestment inflicted by her owner, answered by sayingthat heraped her?
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Savery finds its origns in the past, and it seems important to us to take a look at
history, in order to understand the current situation of this phenomenon in Niger, with
aview to finding a solution in accordance with the law, that is the Constitution and
internationad treaties and conventions ratified by Niger.

There is a conspiracy of silence about the slavery. This fogers the indifference of
citizens to the phenomenon and to the fate its victims. As though they agreed with
Ahmed M ohammed, chief of the lkadamane Tuaregs who staed the following,
talking about inheritance of the property of aslave “When a slave dies, everything
that is left behind belongs to his owner. God gave absolutely no rights to slaves.”®

Savery does exist in Niger. It has been studied in depth and the results of these
studies have booged the academic careers of many a researcher, most of whom were
French. And yet those who try to combat slavery today are asked to prove its
existence.

The current study sd itsef an objective of going back into the history of the pegples’
of Niger to find the origns of slavery. There is one mgor upheava to be noted, and
that is colonisation, which, in winning a military victory over African chiefs, also
brought about a change in values that could not accommodate slavery. The
constitutions adopted & the time of independence adso further strengthened these
humanist vaues, which are in tota contradiction with the values of slavery. If slavery
persigstoday, it is because it has enjoyed support from certain quarters, asthe sudy
will show.

The study aso provides a bibliography on the practice of slavery, as a means to
opening the way for more in-depth research on the various agects of the
phenomenon. Since an objective of the Sudy isto serve as a basis for the eradication
of slavery, the study also provides a database on slavery. This database makes it
possible to have gatigics on slaves, bethey men, women or children, and provides a
detailed description of the conditions in which they were acquired, the work that they
cary out, the trestment meted ou to them, and the reasons why they have remained
enslaved.

We bdlieve that in this manner, the eraof prevarication about slavery will gveway to
conscious and methodical action so that no longer will anyone, anywherein Niger, be
relegated to the degrading status of slave.

® Interview with Bernard Debord in La Chroni gue, June 2002, Journd of the French Section of
Amnesty Internaiona
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METHODOLOGY

The objectives of this study were as follows:

» Research and report on the higoricd factors that explan the existence of
slavery in theterritory of the Niger of today .

» Research and report on changes in administrative and lega provisions that
sanction slavery.

> Research and report on the administrative, lega and/or cultura obstacles to
the emancipation of slaves in contemporary Niger.

> Create a database that will make it possible to access gatigics on slavery and
thus illustrae what many people sugpect but dare not sate, dueto the lack of
proof.

> Present gatidics illustrating the practice of slavery in modern day Niger, and
define the way's and means of advancing in the fight against slavery, on the
basis of existinglaws or laws to be drafted.

A team of consultants and volunteers of the Timidria Association was sd up to carry
out the study . The team used different methods in their work, depending on theissues
and objectives.

Documentary review

Thefirst challenge facingthe team was to constitute abibliography on aphenomenon
that many believe is athing of the past. In order to do this, the study focused on local
documentation centres, in particular the Institute for Research in Social Sciences of
the Abdou M oumouni University. The groundwork was carried out on the basis of the
doctord theses of researchers from Niger. The latter had each worked on a specific
region and presented their findings in public. Furthermore, most had the opportunity
to present their conclusions on radio or television programmes - nobody disputed the
facts, which they had meticulously recorded, in reation to slavery and the socid
structuresthat govern socid relations in modern Niger.

This datawas supplemented by the writings of a certain number of European authors
who have demonstrated the existence of slavery, from the viewpoint of outsiders. In
addition to these sources, there are Andophone sources from Nigeria, a country tha
deserves credit for having sought to understand the phenomenon. Another important
source of documentation was the Nationa Archives of Niger, where it is possible to
follow the changes in the provisions and motivations of the colonial administration.
This administration deserves credit for having attempted to eradicate slavery, with
guite notable success in certain areas and |ess success in others, before handing over
Niger to its citizens in 1960.

The bibliogaphy is presented as an annexe in order to contribute to creating a
collection of materias, which will enable researchers to have access to resources and
facilitate subsequent sudies.

The legd section is based on existing texts, as wdl as the internationa conventions

that Niger has ratified. The illustrations and examples were gathered from nationa
courts, the media and the experience of the authors.
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Survey with a view to edablishing a database

The most reliable way to obtain statisics on slavery or any ather issue a a nationa
level isto refer to the genera population census. Thispresupposes tha the authorities
of the country are aware of the problem and wish to determine its scope.
Unfortunately, in this particular instance, this is not yet the case. In the absence of
data that has been vdidated by a generd population census, the only option is to
collect information according to the available means. Collecting statistics on people
however requires that such gatisics be updated regularly, and this raises the difficult
problems of time and resources availableto carry out such an exercise.

In order to get around this difficulty, we chose to set up a dynamic database, which
would gve the statigica picture of a gven situation, with the possibility of updating
it each time new information was gathered. In fact, it was a question of settingup a
dynamic database in which a certain number of people identified as being slaves
would be regstered, with the possibility of removing them from the database once
they are emancipated. The database aso provides the possibility of adding new cases
as and when they are detected.

A questionnaire was drafted to serve to collect the information for the database (see
annexes). This questionnaire drew upon the method used for a general population
census, which consists of using the questionnaireto collect information sy semeticaly
from the citizens of a gven country. It is generdly considered that any information
gven by aperson, concerning their identity, marita status, mode of living, work, the
number of their children and ther wedth is rdiable. This is the information that,
when included in the database, gives afaithful picture of the population. One does not
guestion the veracity of the information gven by a citizen concerning the number of
animals that they own. Indeed, when afigure is gven about the totd livestock in a
country, this figure is based on wha citizens have sad they own, in the census.
Development plans in dl sectors, economic, hedth, social, are dl based on the data
from the generd population census. Subsequently, population estimates are made on
the basis of projections from the staistics, urtil the next generd population census is
held.

The questionnaire asks questions about the identity of the persons interviewed, ther
condition of servility, and the identity of their master. It aso provides the possibility
of describing the generd situation of the persons, as in any population census.
Because of the limited means available, the study had to select gecific regons in
which to administer the questionnaire. These regons were sd ected in accordance with
acertain number of criteria

| dentification of the areas to be gudied

In June 2002, teams from the Nationa Executive Bureau of Timidria travelled
throughout the six regions out of the eight, which were sdlected, to make contact and
identify the villages, neighbourhoods, camps, tribes, groupings, cantons, and urban
centres that could be involved in the study. These missions aso made it possible to
define the profile required for the interviewers, supervisors, resource persons, and
coordinators who were going to be mobilized. They were dso a means of making
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members of the association even more aware of the importance of the gudy. During
the same period, the administrative arangements were also being made. What are the
reasons behind the selection of the areas and the profiles of the peopleto be involved
in carryingout the survey ?

Snce its inception, Timidria has travelled throughout the nationa territory carrying
out civic education field missions, generd assemblies and seminars, which has
enabled it to identify the geographicd areas and the ethnolinguistic groups within
which slavery continues to exist. This led to the selection of a certain number of
villages, hamlets, camps, tribes, groupings, cantons and urban centres in the six
regions of Agadez, Dosso, M aradi, Tahoua, Tillabéri and Zinder (see map of Niger).
The areas selected were chosen because the investigations carried out by Timidria
showed that these were places where slavery and slavery-like practices still existed in
varyingdegrees. Asfor the other two regons that were not covered by the study, tha
is the Diffa region and the Urban Community of Niamey, the reasons for this are as
follows:

» Timidria is not sufficiently well established in the Diffa regon. Slavery
nevertheless exists in that region, in particular within the nomadi c communities of
the Toubous, the Arabs and the Fulani. Furthermore, this regon represents a vadt
territory with limited means for moving from one placeto another. The regon had
aso been thetheatre of an armed rebellion, one of the consequences of which has
been the proliferation of al sorts of weaponsin the area. The security of staff was
therefore not assured. It seemed wise not to venture out into this regon. A
government progranme is currently being carried out with the support of the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The objective is to exchange
thearms held by thepopulation for radios.

> Niamey, the capitd, is characterized by a high level of urbanisation and its
proximity tothe decision-making centres of the country. Savery isless of an issue
here, among other reasons because traditions have less influence in an
environment where the population comes from various origns.

Mobilisation of human resources
|dentifying and mobilizing the competent human resources to carry out the study only
came about after alengthy process of reflection, first involving the authorities of the
Timidria Associaion, and then involving the members of the Bureau and the
consultants. The result of this exercise was to draw up a profile for the various
positions.
Sdection of theinterviewers
Thefollowing criteriawere gpplied in makingthe sel ection:
» Levd of education of interviewers
Theminimal level was thefourth year of genera secondary education. M og

of those carrying out the survey were however teachers and students.

» Knowledge of thelocal language
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Each interviewer was required to have a good knowledge of the language or
languages of thevillage or camps wherethey were goingto work.

» Good geographical knowledge of the area of the survey
Each interviewer was required to be familiar with the various geographical
aress of their zone, in order for them to be ableto move about fredy .

» Availability of theinterviewers
Interviewers were required to be available for the duration of the sudy
period.

> Leve of motivation of interviewers
The level of motivation of the people carrying out the survey and ther
commitment as human rights activists was very important. Each one had
been informed beforehand of the risks involved and in particular of the
possibility of physica and/or verbal abuse on the part of slave-owners.

» Open-mindedness and a spirit of cooperation
Here, account was taken of the capacity of those carrying out the survey to
establish dialogue and/or | ead discussions with others. This could be rel ated
to the level of education and in particular the amount of experience or even
the persondity of individuas, in order to have a better picture of ther
patentia for field work.

Sdlection of supervisors

Supervisors were selected on the basis of their good knowledge of the area of
operations and were generally the charpersons of the loca section of Timidria. They
therefore had akeen knowledge of the area under ther supervision. Supervisors were
required to fulfil al the conditions demanded of theinterviewers, with in addition, an
even better knowledge of the regon.

Sd ection of coordinators

The coordinators were generdly members of the Bureau of Timidria They were
ether origindly from the regon, and/or civil servants having worked for along time
in the region. They fulfilled the same criteria as the interviewers, resource persons,
and supervisors, but in addition, they were in charge of managng the funds dlocated
to theregon to cover payment of daly alowances for interviewers, resource persons,
and the supervisor, as wdl as for thepurchase of fud.

At the end of the mission, the coordinators had to account for al expenditure during
the study. They were dso required to deposit dl the results from ther region a the
headquarters of Timidria in Niamey. This arangement made it possible to have
information about the possible diffi culties encountered in thefidd, sincethey wereto
be mentioned in their written report of the mission. The coordinator was aso in
charge of ensuring the security of interviewers and of making the necessary
arrangements withthe authorities before and after the fidldwork.

Sel ection of resour ce persons
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Resource persons were mostly members of the decentralised chapters of Timidria
Some were leading human rights activists, while others were in responsible for loca
sub-chapters and loca offices.

Once the staff required to carry out the gudy had been recruited, the date and venue
for training, as well as the practica arrangements for the training were defined, and
the information was sent out to participarts.

Training of interviewersand superviors

A training workshop was held from 28 - 30 July 2002, for dl the interviewers,
supervisors and coordinators that had been selected for the study. Traning was
provided by three facilitators, including Mariam Ouatara, of the London based
organisation Anti-Savery International.

During the workshap, participants were provided with comprehensive documentation
about slavery and its various mutations in the periods before, during and after
colonialism. They were informed about the sort of behaviour patternsto look out for
in the fied, depending on the specific area of intervention. After the training, the
guestionnaire was tested in order to deermine whether it was user-friendly . Thetests
adso made it possible to check how wel the interviewers had understood and
assimilated the contents of the quegionnaire. Practical sessions were organised,
during which the future interviewers played the role of interviewer or interviewee in
turn. Following these sessions, the results were pooled in order to resolve the
difficulties that had been encountered, in particular in translating, in understandingthe
meaning of certain questions, and in the diff erent possible interpretations in day-to-
day language. Comments from participants were noted and incorporated into the
guestionnaire in order to make it more appropriate for thepurpose it was expected to
serve.

Conduct of the sudy

The study was conducted over a period of ten days between 5 - 14 August 2002, by
eght teams, each of which covered one zone. The zones covered were Agadez,
Dosso, M aradi, Tahoua I, Il and Il1, Tillabery, and Zinder. Altogether, these teams
comprised 87 interviewers (see the breskdown below), eight supervisors, eight
coordinators, and 87 resource persons. Ten vehicles were used for thefield trips.

Before the start of the survey, the Ministry of Interior and Territorid Administration
was informed of the fact that the Timidria Association was about to undertake an
awareness raising campaign and to make contact with its various chapters. An
goplication was made for authorisaion from the ministry. The ministry then sert
instructions by radio to dl the bodies concerned, to enable all the necessary
arangements to be made, particularly with respect to security. Within each
administrative unit, the coordinators fird wert to seethe authorities, showing them a
copy of theradio message. They then indicated the expected itinerary and duration of
the missions. At the end of each mission, the administrative authorities were once
again informed that the mission had been completed.
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In addition to the missions carried out in the first two weeks of August, three other
supplementary missions took place in Agadez, Tilldbery, and Zinder. The
interviewers carried the questionnaire, as well as administrative documents that were
intended to facilitate their movements and their contacts with loca authorities. The
supervisors accompanied the coordinators as they carried out their activities, with tgpe
recorders and cameras, which were used to record and film the accounts of certain
victims, particularly those who had large and visible scars and injuries.

As much as possible, interviews were carried out both by day and by night, in order to
minimize the risk of drawing the atention of slave-owners. At the end of the survey,
11 000 questionnaires had been completed.

Processng of the data

Once the data had been collected, the questionnaires from each zone were bound
together in the form of regsters. A tatd of 101 regsters, corresponding to 11 000
people interviewed, were constituted. The data was then processed into a database
using adata entry form, which was an exact copy of the questionnaire. This was done
in order to avoid losing even the slightest bit of information. M embers of Timidria
and students entered datainto the database.

After the first phase of daa entry, it was gparent tha some information was
duplicated. This duplication related to the number of slaves per magter. Indeed, since
the question was put tothe slaves as to how many slaves were owned by their master
or mistress, it can only be expected that for the same owner, severd slaves may gve
the same or even different numbers. In tataling the numbers gven by each slave, we
ended up multiplying the actuad number of slaves owned by the same person. The way
to avoid such duplication is to relate individual slaves to their master by name. The
attempt to correct this faled because after many months of effort, the work donewas
accidentdly deleted by an error in handling. The problem resulted from the fact that
thosein charge of enteringthe data could be relied on to safeguard the integrity of the
results, but did not have a good knowledge of information technology. Since there
was neither enough time nor financid resources to start al over, it was decided to use
thedataas it was, without the desired accuracy .

Another mgor difficulty arose dongside the former. This relates to the gédling of
slave-owners' names and of places. Indeed, it is commonly, abet erroneously,
accepted that “there are no speling errors where proper nouns are concerned.” In
Niger, French is learnt in school mostly through dictation exercises. Proper nouns are
copied by pupils if they make mistakes however, they are not corrected. Teachers
have dways justified this attitude by saying that one cannot mistakenly spel proper
nouns. T his perception has persiged and names are often written in whatever way the
writer considers correct. Therefore, relating slaves to their owners by name becomes
difficult, since the interviewers used different spellings for the same name. As an
example, these are the different possibilities for spelingthe name Galy: Ghay, Ghali,
Gdi, Gdli, Ghdli, Ghally, Ghdly, Ghaly, G&i, Gay, and Ghali. In order to
overcome this difficulty, theinterviewers should have been assembl ed with the results
of their work, to harmonise the spellings of names of people and places. This was not
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possible, however, because of a lack of sufficient funding to bring together all the
interviewers from theregons for alengthy gay.

Difficultes

There were a number of risks or difficulties involved in preparing and conducting a
the present gudy, the following factors may be noted:

» The car accident that took place on the Dosso — Konni road on August 5
2002, the very day on which the teams set out. The coordinator for the
Tahoua | zone suffered a fracture in the accident, and the vehicle was
considerably damaged.

» Thedifficulty in carryingout interviews on avery sensitiveissue.

» Obtaining access to remote areas in order to carry out the survey, epecidly

duringtherainy season.

The sheer size of the country.

Lack of adequate infrastructure.

Insufficient financid, logstic and materid resources, particularly conputer

equipment.

YV V

Between 1 September and 30 December 2002, following the fied-work, a team of
four computer gpecidists took turns entering the data from the registers onto asinge
Timidria computer, which often broke down. It had been agreed that Anti-Savery
would supplement the conputer with three additionad machines. The shipment of
those machines however got lost somewhere in Sudan and when they findly arrived,
they were out of service. The greater part of thework was therefore done on asinge
machine.

It had dso been intended to provide the teams with cameras in order to have pictures
of the scars resulting from torture and other forms of violence on victims. The funding
that was made availabl e, however, was only sufficient to dlow the purchase of a few
disposable cameras. The quality of the pictures taken with these cameras is so poor
that they could not be used.

With so many difficulties, we wereleft with no choice but to publish the results, with
the inherent shortcomings. This does not however preclude the fact that the principa
datagenerated by the database was well founded, was col lected accordingto stringent
rules and is accurate. The solution tothe difficulties mentioned lies in better funding.
It is therefore necessary to gart work on a second version of the database, which
would enable it to be fine-tuned, and which would gve more detailed answers to
various questions. In fact, a remarkable paradox has emerged, concerning this work.
Whereas the greatest chdlenge was to produce data on slavery, as soon as those
statigics were made available, the demand now was for further detals, ratios,
combinations, and other supplementary anadyses. And yd, to sudy any phenomenon,
there is a need to proceed step by dep. The first gep, and the most important, isto
define a certain idea of the phenomenon. Tha is the descriptive phase. Subsequently,
an atempt may be made to understand the relationships, which underpin the
phenomenon. This is when further investigations can be made on the quditative
aspects.
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It must be noted, however, that this is the first time that such an exercise has been
carried out and the authors are aware of the shortcomings of the study, which are due
moreto alack of materia resources than a lack of intellectua capacity. Thework was
undertaken to serve as astarting point for subsequent action by human rights activists.
This, it is hgped will lead in the long run, to the database becoming empty, through
the emancipation of al victims. As it is, the database constitutes the best ingrument
any human rights associaion has possessed in relation to fighting slavery in Niger as
the database can easily be updated by adding or removing cases. It is aso possibleto
know the conditions in which each victim lives. Save-owners are regstered by name,
with the number of slaves they own, and the manner in which they were acquired.
From thelegal point of view, the ground is well prepared for legd action with aview
to obtainingreparation, case by case, if necessary.
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THE HISTORIC ROLEOF AFRICA IN SLAVERY

One of the oldest historicad sources on the role played by Africain slavery isto be
found in Popovic's account of a Black slave revolt in M esgpotamia (Lower Iraqg) in
689-90 and in 694. T hese slaves were known as Zandjs, and later Al Tharai estimated
tha they numbered about 15,000. They worked on irrigation projects and maintained
thecands. Ibn Khaldun reported that these slaves came from East Africa. Al Yakubi
(1975, p. 48-49) wrate in 891: “We then went to a country (or atown) called Ghast
(Audaghust). It is aprogperous oasis with fixed houses. Their king has no rdigion, is
not bound by any religous law and raids the states of the Soudan.® Further south, the
populations are M uslim and they export Soudan slaves (...) in their nei ghbourhood,
enslaving them. | have been told tha the Kings of the Soudan therefore sdl the
Soudan slaves without any reason or grounds related to war.” (Al Y akubi)

Ibn Hauga (1925, p. 95) writes that before 988 “ among the items exported from the
M aghreb to the East were beautiful women and grls who became the favourites of the
Abbassides and other eminent persondities ... There were aso the handsome slaves
imported from Black states, as well as the slaves from the Savonic regon through

Span.”

Anderson (1977 p. 190-191) sees a link between the slave trade and the prosperity of
certain regions in Russia, especidly the Vareg Kingdom: “the Vareg Kingdom of
Russia was a commercial empire built essentialy from the sade of slaves, first to the
Islamic world through the Bulgarian Kharzar and Khanats and later directly a the
central emporium of Kiev”. Thus for severd centuries, all the continents contributed
to “bleeding’ Africathrough slavery.

Thereis no need to discuss the Trans-Atlantic Save Trade, which is wel |l understood.
It is however importat to examine the participation of present day Niger in the
proslavery movement and to look at the situation on the eve of colonia expansion,
during colonial domination and after the advent of independence. Indeed, Olivier de
Sardan wrote tha “colonisation constituted such a bresk in the history of African
peoples’ that it is impossible not to distinguish between the periods “ before’” and
“ater” the French conquest.” (Olivier de Sardan 1984, p.1) African societies have
been traumatized by colonidisation, which disrupted their values in favour of other
vaues. This domination needs to be examined in the light of slavery in order to see
whether vaues have remained the same, sincethelegacy of thepast dgpends onthem.

631dan is the name given by Arab historians to both the land d Black people and the Blacks themslves. Later, geogaphers
called Frerch Sudan the part of West Africacomprising a large part of present day Mali to distinguish it from Sudan, whichisan
Idamicrepublic today .
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SLAVERY IN NIGER

The dtuation before coloniaism

Before the colonia conquest, the area occupied by present day Niger may broadly be
subdivided into four more or less homogeneous zones based on the people, customs
and lifestyles.

In the east from the banks of the Lake Chad to Zinder, capitd of Damagaram, the area
was manly occupied by Manges, a Kanouri sub-group. This area was under the
influence of the Ma of Bornou’. The people were converted to Islam and lived by
agiculture, cattle rearing, fishing and trading. The Hausa who engaged in hunting,
ayiculture, trading and cattle rearing predominantly populated the south. The
accelerated Islamisation of the Hausa gates was a result of the Jihad of Ousman Dan
Fodio who subjugated dl the Hausa states within the Cdiphate whose cepitd was
Sokoto in present-day Nigeria. However, two Hausa states were not subjugated. They
were Katsina (capitd M aradi) and Gobir (capitd Tibiri), which maintained their old
animist beliefs. Another area occupied by people of Hausa orign was Arewa, which
was not affected by Islamic influences from either the east or west.

The Zarma-Songhay people who share the same socid structure and |language
occupied the West. These people engaged in hunting, agriculture, cattle breeding and
fishing. Islam was not dominant in spite of the conversion of the Songhay sovere gns.
The Hausa and Tuareg peopled the North. The Hausa living in the region of Tahoua
were hunters and farmers. The Tuareg were nomads and caravan traders in part, and
sedentary farmers for those who lived around the massif of Air.

The different regions had unstable relations of aliances, opposition, war and peace. In
any case, their history is marked by bath periods of conflict and peace. Certain
regions built cities whose influence extended far beyond the borders of present day

Niger.

On the eve of the colonial conquest, the Damagaram was a vassa of Bornou and in
conflict with the nelghbouring Hausa states. The Sultan of Air (capitd Agadez)
conquered a large part of the regon of Tahoua But he himsdf had sworn dlegance
to the Cdiphate of Sokoto.® Gobir and Katsina remained politicaly and religously
opposed to the Cdiphate of Sokoto. In the West, the warlords had consolidated the
baance of power around certain mgor centres and organized their def ence against the
raids of the Tuaregin particular.®

Historica documents have recently shed light on the political and socid organisation
of each of the regons. Indeed, with the development of the University of Niamey,

"'Ma means King.

8 Sokotoisthe capital of the state of Sokoto in modern Nigeria It is dsothe capita of the Cdiphate of
the same name founded by Usman Dan Fodio. It reduced most of the Hausa states to thestaus of
vassd's splitting them overnight between Hausa degpendent on England and those, dependent on France
The colonid bregk did not succeed in separating the Hausas living on both ddes of the border between
Niger and Nigeria

°A rapid incursion into aneighbour’ sland to seize dl kinds of booty. People captured in such
operations were enslaved. T uaregs were very notorious for this practice.
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each regon has been studied in-depth, thus providing material based on both written
and oral sources. It is these sources that enable us to learn about the situation of
slavery in the pre-colonid societies of Niger.

Slavery in the East of Niger

TheFar Ead: Mangari

In the far east of Niger, peopled by the Manga, Makoréma Zakari in his
‘Contribution a I’histoire des populations du sud-est nigérien : le cas du Mangari
(Xve-XlI X e siécl€)’[Contribution to the history of the people of south-east Niger: the
case of Mangari (15th-19th century)], provided a comprehensive description of the
society in reation to economic structures. This society is made up of two main
goups: thefirst beingthat of the“ commoners” and the second the “ leaders”.

The man problem for free men, was the tax they had to pay to the leaders,
particularly the M unyoma. The tax was equivd ent to atenth of the harvest of afree
man, and in addition, every adult had to pay in cash (then cowries) 1,000 cowries per
person, 1,000 cowries per head of cattle and 2,000 cowries per slave. “To cope with
al these expenses and still have enough food to eat, the peasant had to have alarge
labour force and produce as much as he could. It was therefore necessary to
supplement the work done by the members of the family with the labour provided by
slaves. This only served to increase the number of over-exploited individuals
composed of captives, anongthe masses of exploited farmers.” (M aikoréma 1985, p.
128)

At the bottom of the ladder were the slaves. The status of slave was acquired in
severa ways. The most common way was capture during raiding expeditions against
neighbours. The second way was kidngpping, manly of isolated individuds and
children in particular, by armed groups. The third way was through trade. Guré
(present-day Gouré, provincid capita of the district by the same name) had a slave
market. The suppliers of slaves were members of the group of leaders. The aristocracy
supplied slaves especidly to the North African and Arabian merchants. The prices
varied accordingto whether the slave was a child (60 to 80,000 cowries), an adult (30
to 40,000 cowries), apubescent boy (50 to 60,000 cowries) or pubescent grl (80,000
to 100,000 cowries). Barter was dso a way of acquiring slaves; fabrics, animals,
cereals and farming implements were among commodities used.

Among the commoners, the slaves performed al manner of tasks, epecidly working
their master’s farms, fetching water, keeping and feeding the master’s herds, and
collecting firewood. On the persond leve, the slave was relegated to the rank of an
animal owned by somebody and, inthat capacity, could nat own any property, which
the master could not use freely. The slave could aso be sold or gven away a any
time. M aikorémawrote: “ The captiveis an individua who has lost dl intrinsic vaue.
His person and meager property both beongto his master. For the latter, the slave has
the same value as abeast of burden. He may be sold, exchanged or gven away a any
time. Sometimes, slaves were among the property a newly married woman took with
her to her in-laws, and their number depended on her parents’ means.” (M aikoréma,
1985, p. 131) The arigocracy and ather people in authority adl owned slaves. The
aristocracy was the supplier of slaves for sde They kept some slaves to usein the
administrative sygem. These slaves became bodyguards and soldiers who “aways
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occupied the frortline in battles and were the mog exposed to danger in al conflicts,
thus ensuring the defence of the authorities.” (Makoréma, 1985, p. 132)
Paradoxically, the slaves of the aristocracy were privileged compared to free men,
because they lived in the shadow of the authorities and gathered wedth in cattle and
slaves. They were more taskmastersthan task performers.

Whatever the manner in which aslave acquired his status, the latter could be reversed
for first generation slaves. A slave could be freed by a master, or could buy back his
freedom from the master. However, for a person born of slave parents, it was
impossibleto buy back one's freedom or even be set free by one's master. It is essy to
understand why a grl of marriagesble age attracted the highest price: because her
children would never be free and were part and parcd of the master’s property. This
permanent status was characteristic of the system of vaues creasted by a proslavery
M angarian society’s ideology which recognised a hierarchy in which “those whose
parents were sold or exchanged remained inferior to those whose parents had never
been enslaved, even though they might have found their freedom later. Some went
even further to clam that the descendants of former captives remained victims of a
congenital defect due to the simplefact that their parents once served as a medium of
exchange.” The quotation is from afootnote by a historian, which aptly reflects the
current ideas about the ranking of citizens and, indeed, the current proslavery attitude
in present day M angari and among its people. It can be seen especidly with regard to
marriage, where people whose parents have never been enslaved take care to avoid
gving ther children away in marriage to anyone whose parents were slaves. The
people talk about a curse that creates an insurmountable barrier between citizens. In
this regon, this ideology is still a remnant of slavery, which, although no longer
openly prectised outside of roya courts, persigs in the form of discrimination
between citizens of noble and humble birth. The praises showered on some are meant
to remind others that if they cannot enjoy any praises, it is because of an unspoken
reason known to dl. By praising some and i gnoring others during naming cer emoni es,
the Griots (musicians, dancers) contribute to maintaining the vestiges of outdated
values.

The domination of the Bornou Empire extended to Damarangam, which, from the
historica point of view, was aso affected by the question of slavery.

Damarangam

Zinder was the capita of Niger until 1926. Its old name was Damarangam, capita of
the Sultanate by the same name. Administratively, the city is aprovincid capitd and
is one of the few fortified cities in Niger, the cradle of a civilization and rich history
preserved both by ora tradition and the work of contemporary higorians. Under
colonialism, it was aso a military post and capita of Niger, which has made it
possible for historians to have access to the archives and reconstruct the past. Further,
it was a town of Islamic radiance and the Arabic and Ajami writings have helped
reconstruct its higory. André Sdifou described in his doctord thesis on
“Damarangam or the Sultanate of Zinder inthe 19th century”, published in 1975, the
socia structure, which revesled the existence and role of slaves in and outside the
city.
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The city was located at the crossroads of the trade routes that linked Black Africato
the M aghreb, Bornou of which it was a vassd, and the markets of the various Hausa
citiesincluding Kano.

One of the characteristics of Damarangam was its direct participation in the slave
trade towards North Africa Many reorts have been gathered on this subject
including those of European explorers who described red life scenes. One of these
scenes is heart-bregking: “ A long line of captives, taken during arad, was waking
towards the city, led by asinge horseman. There isn't amore horrible spectacle than
that in the world. | fet dizzy & the sight. There were little children running around
naked; mothers painfully draggingthemselves dongwith babies at their breast; alittle
further, grls of different ages, old men with heads bent low, old women leaning on
long sticks with only a semblance of life left in them and then came a line of strong,
young men, chained to each other by the neck. In dl, there were nearly three thousand
of these poor souls.” (Richardson, quoted by A. Sifou, 1975, p. 197)

This tegimony recounts the practice of the slave trade by the sovereign of
Damarangam, who paid his debts to traders who were nearly dl of Arab origin. The
proceeds from the sde of slaves were aso used topay thetributeto the sovereign of
Bornou whose vassdl hewas. The question here is the orign of the slaves: according
to Delanoy e, they were prisoners of war, but agpecia kind of war. Indeed, the Sultans
came up with atrick, which constituted “an injustice unparaleled in the North of the
Soudan.”*® Thetrick was as fol lows: the governor of aprovince, the Sultan of Zinder
inthis case, stirred up aconflict in an areaunder his rule and then marched against the
rebels whom he then seized and enslaved.” (Ddanoye quoted by Sdifou, 1975, p.
197)

The sovereigns ensl aved their own subjects for the purpose of sdlingthem and paying
ther tribute. Thus Zinder had slave markets. Commander Lamy in 1899 recounted
that he saw in a corner of the city market “some sorry souls, as thin as skeletons,
squatting on the ground (with shackles on their legs), heads on their knees, waitingto
be purchased by a new master. The old man selling them feeds them just enough to
keep them dive” (Lamy, quoted by Sdifou, 1975, p. 197)

The biggest slave markets of Damarangam were those of Birni (fortified) and Zongo
(non-fortified part of the city). Every year, the slaves were taken to North Africa via
two routes, one leadingto Tripoli and the other to Cairo. Some of them were taken to
llorin and Zaria in present-day Nigeria There were about three thousand annualy .

André Sdifou has provided afine description of the different kinds of slave.
The Qultan’s slaves subdivided into two groups:

- those acquired a a young age by the Sultan after a war during
which their parents were killed or sold. They lived around the
paace, were integated into the roya family and therefore
could not be sold or given away. They could serve in the
Sultan’s administrative system.

10 Soudan refers to the land of the Blacks south of the Saharain West Africa
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- those acquired when they were much older and who were gven
to courtiers, Marabouts and princes.

The slaves of other free citizens. These were genera ly bought and used to work in
thefields, to collect wood and fetch water.

The status of slave made them the exclusive property of their master under laws
governing the ownership of slaves. Those were such that, when two slaves belongng
to the same master married, their offspring becamethe property of their master; when
the two slaves belonged to different masters, ther offspringwerethejoint property of
the two masters and could neither be sold nor set free. Should the parents divorce, the
children became the pragperty of the mother’s master who could do whaever he liked
with them. Therewas never any dowry involved when slaves married.

M agers could take ther slaves as concubines who became free after giving birth to
their first child. They could then do what they wanted and even marry their former
master. Any slave could buy back his freedom, except the offspring of slaves who
forever remained inferior.

The SQultanate used slaves to perform administrative tasks and aso as soldiers.
Soldiers werealmost dl slaves. The price of slaves varied accordingto age and ethnic
goup. The average price varied between 10,000 and 45,000 cowries. Saves
belonging to the Peuhl ethnic group were less valued that the Kanuri.™* The price of
strong and vigorous slaves was considerably lower becausethey could run away. The
most vauable slaves were young ones because they were ma lesble. Saves werealso
bartered against animas such as horses and oxen, as wel | as wegpons such as swords.

This was the gate of affars when the colonid troops occupied Damagaram. Once
again, the ideology here was that the slave was an inferior being who “ born a slave’
should “ dieaslave.”

The historian of Damagaram concludes as follows on the role of slaves in the
Sultanate and society: “ Saves were able to assert themseves through their courage
and righteousness, but egpecidly through their zed for work, to the point of becoming
administrators, food-producers, and defenders of the state, while remaining a
commodity and a particularly vauable medium of exchange. Thevery surviva of the
state depended on the existence of slaves — a paradox that seemed to be one of the
most characteristic festures of the Damagaram society in the 19th century (André
HAifou, 1975, pp 205-206).

Slavery in Western Niger

In Western Niger, which is inhabited by the Zarma-Shonghay, slavery was and
continues to be the principd mode of production. Indeed, a scholar has published
interviews conducted in the 1980’ s to highlight the dichotomy baween free men and
slaves in Zarma-Songhay societies. According to one of the people interviewed: “If
this happens, (if we eradicate slavery) we will die! Our women do not know how to
pound cereds, they cannot draw water or cook. All we do is rest; we do not engagein

1 Kanuri is the name of an ethnic group livinginthe esst of Niger, from Zinder to Di ffa
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ayiculture, we cannot till the land. It is our slaves who do our farming for us’. (D.E.
Sardan 1984, p 28).

This testimony demondrates how the concept and magnitude of slavery, which
remans the mainspring of the society to this day. The dructures of the Zarma -
Songhay society described by Kimba Idrissa are, according to him, not well
understood for reasons related to the different migrations which took place between
the 16th and 19th centuries. The principad immigrants are the Peul and Tuareg
M obility wasthe rule, which explains the absence of mgor settlements.

There were dso the military leaders (wonkoy or mayaki), the warlords who seized
political power after distinguishing themselves in the fied. Indeed, people settled
down in the second haf of the 19th century during the period of the many wars,
which resulted in an increase in the number of captives. This modified the attitude to
work, relegating agricultura work to the rank of an activity for people of humble
origin, and consideringwar as anoble activity.

Kimba Idrissa described three social groups in Western Niger: the military leaders and
princes (koy and koy izé), free men without authority, and captives cdled banya. The
society has no gpecific namefor craftsmen, all manual workers are called by the same
name of kambe goy-teeri (manua worker).

Saves constituted the principa labour force in warlike societies. Their numbers kept
increasing and, in the region of Say on theright bank of theriver Niger, it is estimated
that three-quarters of thepopulation around 1904-1905 was composed of slaves.

War was the main source of supply for slaves. The purchase of slaves was a second
source, but “this trade was never brought about by foreign demand (Kimba, 1981, p.
27), with the exception of afew cases which did not last. The price of slaves varied
according to age and sex. The price for a child varied between 80,000 and 100,000
cowries, 60,000 for an adult, and between 100,000 and 150,000 cowries for a young
grl. Barter was dso used as a way of acquiring slaves - with clothes, horses and
cereals serving as mediums of exchange. The third source of supply was kidnapping,
practised mainly by the people living in the islands along the river Niger, especidly
the Kurteys. Saves could be pawned. However, this was more common in the
colonial period with the practice of kegping members of a family hostage until taxes
were pad.

The slaves themselves were classified according to a certain hierarchy. The Horso
“the haf-brother of afree child born from the marriage of a captive woman and a free
man. The Horso was the offspring from a previous marriage of the same captive
woman with a man of the same status. This child of captive parents therefore became
the Horso of his haf-brother who was free because he had noble blood on his father's
side’ (Kimba, 1981, p.29). After some time, the Horso became part of the master’s
family and could no longer be sold or exchanged. He remained a hdf-slave for the
rest of his life, could marry a woman of servile status, and own property that the
master inherited when he died.

The pure slave was cadled Tam, which meant slave-commodity, and * his labour and
even his life belonged totaly to his master.” (Kimba, 1981, p 29) A Tam was not only
a medium of exchange but could be part of the dowry of the maser or ather member
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of the latter's family. Certain slaves belonging to the leaders could be emissaries or
messengers.

Emancipation existed. It was aunilateral act on the part of amaster who, for reigious
reasons, could decideto changethe status of his slave. “ It is apious act recommended
in the Koran and difficult to date back to the pre-islamic period.” (Kimba, 1981, P.
31)

Socialy, the “captive’ (except the Horso), was not even classified among the group
of human beings and was considered anon-being. Hewas considered as non-existent,
which explains why no mention was made of this group in any matters relating to
public institutions. This gap between the two groups has remained to this day. The
slaves and descendants of slaves, even Zarmas, do not consider themselves as part of
the Zarma society. To show this difference in nature, when they refer to free men they
aways say “theZarmaand us.” (Kimba, 1981, p. 33) The social sy stem margnalizes
the slave to the extent that even his military prowess has a vaue only by reference to
the master.

It should be remembered that the Zarma-Songhay society was based on slavery,
which produced wedth for the benefit of a class of privileged people who acquired
that gatus through the hazards of war.

Slavery in Northern Niger
Ader

The areaknown as Ader corresponds to thepresent administrative division of Tahoua
Ader, was until the 19" century, mainly occupied by the Azna (the name given to non-
M uslims). The Azna were subdivided into two groups: the Azna Mahalba, who were
mainly hunters but aso farmers, and the Azna Ramu, who were mainly gatherers.
Their peaceful life was to be disrupted by the new conquerors from the north, the
Tuareg Ke Air. The latter took over theterritory, establishing chiefdoms and a new
socid structure.

It was after the Tuareg invasion that the term Adar was used to refer to the country.
The name now refers to the whole regon. The conquest did not change the life-style
of the indigenous people, who continued to live on millet farming, hunting and
gathering. A new status hierarchy came into being with the establishment of the Sarki
Adar (leader of Ader), whose capitd is still Illéla The Sarki was above the people. He
reigned over alarge court composed of courtiers from Air, which excluded the locds
from participating in decision-making. Next to the Sarki came the Lisawan who
constituted the so-cdled privileged or pact group. The Lisawan were from Alr, just
like the Sarki. Some Azna leaders maintained some importance but owed tributetothe
Sarki. Then camethe village chiefs livingwith the Talaka (subjects) who werefree.

One of the mgor factors of change was the increase in the number of slaves. Savery
was a practice that was part and parcd of Tuareg life and the newcomers obtained
their slaves from Gobir (present day Tibiri), Zamfara, and Kabi in present day
Nigeria Other sources of slaves were the villages that revolted, the villages were
plundered and ther inhabitants enslaved. Savery was not widespread among the
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people. It was limited to the circle of those who held power, especidly those from the
North.

Saves worked in thefields and looked after the livestock. What is noteworthy, is tha
the simultaneousness of the Tuareg invasion and the institutionalisation of slavery. It
was therefore mainly a Tuareg institution practised long before the conquest of Ader
for the purpase of supplyingthe markets of theM aghreb and the Oases of the North.

Air

Historicaly and politically, northern Niger corresponds to the Tuareg Sultanate of
Air. The Tuareg, who pushed the black indi genous populations out towards the south,
gadudly occupied the area. From the 14th century, when the Sultanate of Air was
established, the semblance of unity among the various Tuareg tribes and
confederations were a force used by some of the soveregns of Air to conquer new
territories such as Ader or to carry thewar intothe Hausa principdities like Kabi.

Black peopleremained in the area of Air, especidly inthecity of Agadez itself and in
Ingall. A permanent feature was the mixing of the pgpulations. Tuareg society has
been closdy studied because, among other reasons, it presents astrongy hierarchica
and gppaently stable strudure, according to Djibo Hamani.™ In any case, it appears
very complex with its many tribes, confederations, politicd structures and aliances,
al actively engaged in cattlerearing, trading, and raiding.

It is generdly agreed that Tuareg society has atwo-tier struaure: afirst tier of free
men and a second of slaves. At thetop of the hierarchy are the Imajaghan (nobles or
lords) described as the aristocrats or leaders of the society. They werein the minority
in al Tuareg societies, but have succeeded in remainingdistinct from the other groups
through their wedlth in livestock and “ an ideology that tendsto mythicise the origin of
the Imajaghan, making them more or less supernaturad beings. These beliefs are
deeply roated in the minds of the peoplethey dominate and are kept dive by the daily
feats of the aristocracy on the battlefied: courage, skill, an uncommon ability to
withgand hunger, thirst, fatigue (...) They have managed to keep their group together
by egablishing a tight barrier between themselves and the Imghad (tributaries), by
excluding them from any intermarriage, and by behaving as differently as possible in
their daily lives.” (Djibo, 1989, p. 304)

The Imghad form the mgority of the members of the Tuareg society. They are in
generd asfair-skinned as the Imajaghan. They arefree, but considered inferior to the
lords who prevent any intermarriage between thetwo groups. The Imghad are said to
have been nobles in the pag who were forced into submission by the lords. They are
considered vassals and, in this capacity, aretributaries of the lords who could ask an
Imghad “nat only to perform tasks and make contributions, but aso hand over al his
property.” (Djibo, 1989, p. 304) This class engages dmost exclusively in cattle
rearing.

The Ineslem, or Muslims, are Tuaregs who converted to Islam. They aresaid to have
been Imajaghen in the pag but devote dl their lives to their rdigon. Indeed, Tuareg

12 Djibo M. Hamani, 1989, p 301
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communities are, in general, hardly islamized. Thus, when a significant number of
them converted, they formed aseparate tribe described as Ineslem.

Thelklan, or slaves, areto befound in every Tuaregtribe or sub-group. Though ther
numbers may vary, the fact remains that slavery is a common feature of Tuareg
society. The Tuaregs first built up ther sock of slaves from the indigenous
populations they found on the spat when they arived. According to Djibo Hamani
(1989, p. 307), “ ... when they edablished relations with the Soudan, they obtained
new slaves by purchasingthem. This remained the only way of acquiring slave labour
for centuries”. Sncethe slaves are black, the Tuareg society became one in which the
“division into classes” was also a*“racial” division: a thetop werethe aristocracy and
free men, al White, a the battom of the ladder were the servile masses compased of
Blacks.” (Djibo Hamani 1989, p 307)

Kidnapping, which developed in the 19th century, was another way of acquiring
slaves. Sedentary pegple of the south knew that Tuaregtravellers could carry off lone
children.

Saves peformed al sorts of domestic chores. “It is clear that present Tuareg culture
as awhole - of which poetry, long and frequent visits with relatives, the courting of
women and “idleness” are main features - was only ableto exist and deveop because
the free men and women, the Imajaghen, were totaly exempt from manud labour.”
(Djibo Hamani 1989, p 307) All manual work was considered lowly and therefore
exclusively carried out by black slaves.

The slave has no “family” as such. He is dtached to his mager’s family and
considered a “son” of the master. He could marry, and his master would pay the
dowry; however, any offgpring from the marriage would belong to his wife' s master.
The slave cannot inherit. When he dies, dl his property would belong to his master.
He could be sold or exchanged or form part of the dowry of a bride from a noble
family.

Saves could be set free in a Tuareg society. Thus, a master could reward a slave by
granting him freedom. Slaves were set free because of the piety of the master - where
thelatter was aM uslim - or because the master wished to show his gppreciation of the
merits of a slave who diginguished himself through bravery. The freed slave had the
right to leave the master’s camp. Tribes of freed slaves therefore exist.

The Ighawdan (freed slaves) are composed of former slaves who, though freed,
remain tributaries of their former masters. M oreover, they do not enjoy dl rights,
particularly with regard to marriage. Thefreed slave must keep away from the society
of free men and, according to Djibo Hamani (1989, p. 309), “once a slave, dways a
slave in Tuareg society, epecidly as the difference is so visible’. Tribes of freed
slaves engage in caravan trading or agriculture, or tend the herds of former masters.
Such tribes are to be found dmost al over Niger, particularly in Damergou (T anout)
in the regon of Tessaoua, in present Nigeria, as wdl as in the regons of Sokoto and
Kano.

The socid structure of Tuareg tribes dso includes castes. Handicraft, for example, is

the work of castes, particularly blacksmiths and patters. The Inadem (blacksmiths)
work with iron and wood, while their women work with leather. They are also the
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poets of the society - which prompts Djibo Hamani to say that they should be gven
the main credit as the architects of Tuareg culture. From the point of view of gatus,
blacksmiths are classified as a caste atached to a tribe biased against them. The
educated considered them unfit for military service, not being brave enough, and
therefore undeserving of any consideration — they neither had the right to even
respond to insults, nor, of course, the privilege or merit of i mitation by free men, least
of dl aristocrats. They are, abovedl, treasted as liars and as peopleto be scorned.

“Blacksmiths we come across dways seem to play the game and accept the faults
Tuareg soci ety ascribes tothem. This grikingy efficient “ brainwashing” of their Iklan
(slaves) and Imghad (commoners) by the Imajaghan has been so successful with the
Inaden, that, like their masters, they are cdled “sons of genii” (spirits) - a very
graphic description, but the historian is not deceived.” (Djibo, Hamani 1989, p.311)

It is worthwhile considering the condlusions of the Kel Tamachek™ historian in order
to understand the issue of pas and present day slavery in Tuareg society. He writes:
“Thanks to a pyramid structure that dmost resembles a caste sysgem, a the top of
which sits the smal stratum of Imajaghan - very much a minority. Everywhereyou
find the Imajaghan had succeeded in establishing the conditions necessary to maintain
ther domination. Marriage with the Imghad was prohibited and considered a
misaliance, which led to the offspring from such amarriage being excluded from the
caste of the Imajaghan. The Imghad adso made it a point of honour to avoid
intermarriage with the other inferior strata, and the same was true for the craftsmen in
their rdations with the slaves. In theory, one could not leave the gatus of amghid
(noble), or enad (blacksmiths); and we have seen that athough he could be set free, in
redity, the akli (slave) could never be a free man. The society was organized
according to a sysem based on a “ladder of scorn”, each group despising the one
below it, with their biases and reservations, though al tending toward theideal of the
amajagh - the perfect hero: proud, brave, generous and crud a the same time”
(Djibo, Hamani 1989, p.311)

It should be underscored that the Tuareg, though concentrated in Air, never stopped
moving southwards. A number of tribes sdtled in Ader when it was conquered. The
same is true of the area between Tahoua and Agadez, Azaouak — where various
Tuareg tribes and Arabs migrated. As far as slavery is concerned, the Arabs (M oors)
have similar customs as the Tuareg.

The Tuareg settled more or less permanently in the west, centre and east of Niger.
Thereis no region, society or culture, which is not in contact by way of trade, conflict,
cooperation, vassaage, or neghbourliness, with pat of the many Tuareg
confederations, tribes, or sub-groups.

Slavery in Central Niger

The people of centrd Niger belong to various Hausa societies. Centra Niger can be
considered to stretch fromM aradi to Dogondoutchi, alongthe border with Nigeria

13 T amachek is thelanguage spoken by theTuareg. Kd Tamacheck, literdly, those who spesk
Tamacheck. (editors note)
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In Hausa societies, which are animists for the most part, the main activities were
farming, huntingand trading They generaly engaged in these activities around mgor
cities ruled by akingwho usualy had acourt and large administrative staff.

Hausa society is not organized into a hierarchy as complex as that of, say, the Tuareg.
Basicdly, they have asovereign (king, prince and courtiers) and the talaka, that is, the
subjects who pay atax to the king but are free men. Snce the people are relaivey
homogeneous, ethnically speaking, thereis no form of closed hierarchy. The priegsin
whom religious power is vested are either closdy reated to the chiefs or chosen
according to well-defined criteria. Certain occupations are reserved for certain castes,
which vary according to the group concerned. Blacksmiths and butchers are the most
common castes.

Production was organized around |and farmed by the family in the broad sense of the
term, specificaly under the head of the family who distributed the harvest. Slavery
was not a custom and was limited to the courts in which slaves often played
honourableroles. In Katsina, for example, slaves are mentioned in relaion to politics:
“Theuse of slavesin poalitics is another feature of the Hausa political institutions, aso
found in theinstitutions of their neighbours.” (M ahaman Ado, 1998, p 344) Ado also
writes: “Of al the classes associated with government, the dignitaries of slave orign
are those who benefit the most from royadty after the Serkin Katsina. The role of
slaves (...) served to check the unbridled ambitions of the members of aprolific royd
dynady, whilegvingthe slaves thefeelingthat their status could improvetothe point
where they could decide the fate of free men and nobles.” (M ahaman Ado, 1998, p
372)

It seems that slavery was limited to “aristocrats” instead of being generdized as in
other societies. M oreover, “a man could have an afair with his femde slave. In this
case, the latter acquired the gatus of er sadaka (the integrated) and her children were
as legtimate as the offspring of mothers of free origin.” (M ahaman Ado, 1998, p 344-
345)

It is nat possible to mention al the ethnic groups of Niger and describe the socia
structure. There is a diversity of cultures, but the generd trend is as described in the
magor groups sudied above, to which one must add the areas conquered by the Peul
who aso founded kingdoms and | eft their mark on the political and socid life of the
area

Onthewhole, slaves were the drivingforce of agriculturd production, keepers of the
herds of animals, defenders of caravans, camps and kingdoms, courtiers, and trusted
house servants who performed dl manner of work. They served as a medium of
exchange and enhanced the gory of their masters who rewarded them by establishing
an ideology that kept slavery divein a gradual and pernicious manner for centuries.



THE PROSLAVERY IDEOLOGY ON THE EVEOF COLONIAL
PENET RATION

Advocates of slavery base their arguments on the way pegple think and behave to
justify the esdablishment of absolute inequdity as a sysem. We have seen that, in
generd, slavery rdegates the human beingto thelevel of an animd. To achievethis, a
complex but efficient sysem was established to jugify the “superiority” of some
people and the “ inferiority” of others.

As we have seen, those who practise slavery prefer children and adol escents to adults,
for the simple reason that it was easier to bresk-in or tame a child than an adult.
Indeed in Damarangam, strong adults were cdled * fence jumpers” becausethey could
run away . This malleability of children was the reason why kidngoping developed as a
means of acquiring slaves. The preference for children was aso a reason for the gap
inthelife of aslave— a slave was aperson without apast, without ancestors. In most
Sahelian societies, indeed in most human soci eties, peoplerefer to apad - tha of their
ancestors - to judify their place in the world, their views about the latter and their
vaues.

M oreover, by endeavouring to cut colonised people off from their past, didn't the
French colonizer work relentlessly at teaching them that their ancestors were Gauls?
As for the slave, he has no past a dl. For him, history sopped the day he was
defeated, that is, captured, and he bore the burden of that defeat done. He could not
pass his name on to his off-goring as he was carefully prevented from having contact
with his own children. While al societies in Niger were patrilined, there was a
specid rule for the slave whereby the child he “fathered” belonged to a woman who
in turn belonged to a master. No children, therefore no historicd heritage. For a slave,
history was confined to a singe generation. “M an must na forget his heritage, what
he received from his ancestors and the pagt he built himsef (...). Anyone without a
family before and after him will be known as a “captive” Nobility consists of
preserving the legacy of on€'s ancestors.” (Boubou Hama, quoted by Olivier de
Sardan p 29)

Everything was done to deny the slave a father. Indeed, by subjecting him to a
matrilinea system in a society tha practised patrilined filiation, the point was made
very clear that the slave was an individua without afather, in short, a“bastard.” Thus
he could not, was not permitted to, meet the gaze of those who have a known father
whose marriage was performed with the pay ment of adowry, which was not the case
for slave marriages where there was no dowry or where the latter, was pad by the
measter.

The slave was an individud without any inheritance. Anybody with a known father
could inherit the property of his father or mother, but not the slave, whose property
was never inherited by his children who “ do not belongto him” but to the master who
could dispose of them as he saw fit.

The slave did not own any land; therefore, he could not produce anything for himself.

Even afreed slave could not own any land. He had to gve up part of his harves and
had to leave theland when asked to do so by the master.
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The slave had to suffer in silence. He was defined as geneticdly weak and attributed
with al that was considered socialy evil. Bermus quotes a Tuareg poem, which
reflects society’ s gpinion of the slave: “ Thou, craftsman or slave who the camels tend,
not asinge gorious feat canst thou clam, for in battle not even a mule in trammels
hast thouslain” (Bernus, 2001, p 35).

Among the Zarma-Songhay, according to Olivier de Sardan, “the ‘modd’ slaveis, at
least for the free man (though many slaves fit this modd), a “beggar” (...) who
endeavours to work his way into a nobleman’s pocket by rendering a service or by
begging, cunning, flattery or cgolery. He is dso described as uncouth and foul-
mouthed, in short, a shameess person” (p. 35). What did the society in question
consider as shameful acts? The latter were cowardice, theft, adultery, and any
violation of the rules of hospitdity or regpect for the family. The society actudly
incited its slaves to adopt abehaviour that wasthe goposite of norma comportment as
ameans to better margindize them.

SLAVERY UNDER FRENCH COLONIZATION

The custom tha dlowed people to gather slaves as property was above al based on
war. The victors enslaved the vanquished and their victory alowed them to sdl the
latter.

Historicaly, the colonid troops defeated dl the principa African kings and chiefs,
from Samory to Rabah. If the general rulewere to gpply, dl the vanquished would be
treated dike and, therefore, become slaves of the victor, that is, the colonizer. It
would be inconceivable for the vanquished to own anything other than that dlowed
by the“master.” The defeat of the Africans by the colonid powers became the def eat
of the ideology based on the supremacy of the old victors over those they had
vanquished. In principle, slavery should have died out by itself. The colonial invasion
occurred graduadly, from the coast to the hinterland. In the case of French West Africa
(FWA), the conques was followed by the military occupéaion of Senegal from 1887,
and continued until April 1900 with the defeat of Rabat on the banks of Lake Chad.
Colonid policies, after the so-called “ pacification” period, were elaborated from the
capita of FWA, Dakar, Senegdl.

It isworth nating that the French republican state officidly abolished slavery in 1848,
in the name of humanist values and in the name of Freedom, Equality and Fraernity.
These values were quickly set asidein favour of the needs of military victories. Thus,
as the Voulet-Chanoine column moved across the territory of Niger, the colonid
infantrymen were allowed to reduce the defeated enemy to slavery and to plunder
ther propety. After Birni Konni wastaken, “ seven hundred women were digributed
amongtheinfantry men in addition to the captives,” accordingto Jean-Francis Rolland
who dso reported Catain Voulet’s bitterness when the later sad: “ If the M inigry
had gven me enough means, | should not have to pay my men with boay and
slaves.” ™ It was in fact such “rewards” that officers used to motivate their men for
combat.

14 Jacgues-Francis Rolland, the great cgptain and unknown adventurer of the colonid epic, Bernard
Grassdt, Pais, 1976, p 80.
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When the pacification phase was over, the problem of managing the enslaved
people“in the name of civilization” had to be addressed. Instead of gpplying the
republican rules, colonization, through the stae of natives sygem, created two
categories of citizens: natives and French citizens. Hence, a specific policy was
applied to naives and the dimination of slavery was no longer a priority for colonial
policy. The first arti-slavery measure was taken in 1899 when the Minister of the
Colonies Albert Décrais sent a letter to the governors of the Colonies asking them to
severdly punish any acts of slavery.

In an aticle entitled “Savery and the French Colonial Sate” Matin A. Klen
described the variations of French colonid policy regarding slavery. The Governor
Generd of the Upper Senegd-Niger, William M erleau-Ponty, for his pat sent a
circular ordering caravans to be arrested and traffickers to be imprisoned for 15 days
and fined 100 francs. Later, the Governor asked administrators not to help slave
masters recover their runaway slaves.

In 1903, the Secretary Generd to Governor Roume, M artid M erlin, was clear about
the question of slaves. One of his circulars stated: “ You shall therefore not hesitateto
reject outright any claims from so-cal led masters invoking the rights of captors over
any other naives. You shdl warn them that any atempts onther part to seizethose
they clam to be ther captives, as well as any harassment of the latter would make

them ligbl e to prosecution” *

It would gopear from this circular addressed to the colonid administrators that the
latter werein the habit of returning runaway slavesto their former masters. Indeed, it
would seem tha for the most part, the colonial administrators had reached a
compromise with the chiefs and ather eminent persons so ther objectives could be
better served by these auxiliaries who drew their powers and wedth from the
ownership of slaves.

It seems that it was this reluctance on the part of the administrators that prompted the
Governor Generd to order an enquiry into the situaion of slavery. Indeed, in 1904,
the Governor Generd of FWA, actingin his capacity as Deegate of the Government,
addressed a circular to the administrators of the colonies in which he asked them to
respond to a questionnaire on slavery in the areas under their reponsibility (Circular
of 18 January 1904). The administrators were required to answer in full to questions
on the number of slaves, how they were acquired and the varying forms of
inheritance. Thereis no doubt that these answersprovethe existence of slavery while
providing information on the number of slaves in some cases.

For example, in the division of Dori, the Commander justified slavery in the
followingterms: “ The status of captivity ill exists in the settlement of Dori which is
not under our direct administration but where we exercise authority through the chiefs
of the administrative provinces which still exist as they did before our occupation and
whose established customs and traditions we have continued to respect.” *°

15 Circular dated 10 December 1903 quoted by Martin A Klen.
16 Response to the questionnaires atached to the circular from the Generd Ddegate of the
Government, dated 18 January 1904.
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The Commander estimated that there were 41,500 slaves for a totad population of
about 94,000. He provided the following breakdown:

Zone Men Women
Baraboule 600 139
Djibo 1250 2390
Toungoumay a 1400 2150
Aribanda 450 650
Liptako 6500 11000
Oudaan 2400 3100
Yagha 1400 2000
Torodi 1300 1900

The same report staes that the colonidist put astop tothe slave trade. In reponseto
the question of how one became a captive, the Commander said: “ Presently, no one
becomes a captive any more; those who are captives remain so for the moment, and
their children are also captives ...”

When asked how captivity could be completely diminated, he answered: “ For some
time to come, in my opinion, the peace and prosperity of the country aretoo closdy
dependent on the possession of captives by the Foulbe (Peulh) to hope to achieve a
complete liberation of captives overnight.” And among the proposas made to the
Generd Delegate of the Government werethe progressive purchase of captivesin the
form of compensation paid to their masters, or the freeingof children when they were
born. Hoping to convince the Genera Delegate about the pay ment of compensation,
the Commander estimated the amount required at 2,075,000 Francs.

For his part, the Administrator of the division of Say, in his reply to the Governor of
Dahomey and Dependencies, estimated that the number of slaves in that division
represented three quarters of the tota population, tha is, 27,000 individuals not yet
properly counted in a census. One became a captive through war, kidnapping or
refusa of the head of thefamily to convert to Islam. In the latter case, the head of the
family was killed and his family reduced to slavery. One dso became a captive if
On€'s parentswere captives.

On the question about the relations between masters and slaves, Commander Lousteau
wrote “The relaions between masters and captives are generdly good. Any bad
relations are usua ly dedt with before the administrator.”

Tothe quesion: “Dothe captives inyour division gve the impression tha they want
to regain therr freedom?” The Commander replied: “I do not think so. | have visited
al the villages in the division wherethree quarters of theinhabitants are captives and
they seem to be happy everywhere. No grievances were expressed even though,
wherever | went, | always said that the white man no longer tolerated slavery and that
everybody was free. Rarely did one hear asinge protest! | can even go further to say
that some captives would nat accept freedom if it were offered to them. Severd
captives who were freed from traffickers were very upset by their freedom ...”
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Regarding the question of how slavery should be eliminated, the answer was: “1 do
not think it is presently passible to eiminate slavery. Our civilization has not
penetrated degply enough for the natives, bath magers and slaves, to underg¢and and
accept any measures towards the outright dimination of slavery”. He bdieved that it
was “by edablishing as many schools as possible and encouraging closer relations
between natives and Europeans that slavery can be diminated.”

In his conclusions the Commander wrote: “The word captive has an unwelcome
sound; it should no longer be used. We have done a lot toward that end. As sated
ealier, everything that was odious about the trade in human flesh has disappeared: the
markets where captives were exhibited for sale no longer exist, and the same is true
about the matreatment. Captives know that we do not condone slavery and that dl
they have todo is clam ther freedom for them to be declared free. The masters are
equaly wdl informed about our attitude towards them. They are aware that the
slightest matreatment makes them liable to serious pendties. What, in these
conditions, remains of slavery, this datus of ceptivity? Nothing, apat from
individuals who maintain an ancient sysem by choosing to remain in the service of
people who provide ther subsistence. These so-caled voluntary ceptives are
subdivided into several categories. There is the captive who lives with arich, good,
and humane master, who provides dl his needs and trugs him. He would never want
to leave such aman for dl theworld. It is just like some of our house servants.”

“Then you have the captive who reasons as follows: “I do very much as | plesse
without any concern for tomorrow; | have my hut, millet, wrappers, in al avery easy
life” Thisisthelazy slavewho lives a the expense of his master. Thereare many of
them and the master does not protest, out of pride, because they still count amonghis
slaves and his standing among free men depends on the number of slaves he owns.
Findly, you have the brute who cannot think or understand anything, he is a red
machine who would be incapable of finding a grain of millet tomorrow if he were
told: “ You arefree and may leaveyour master’s house.” So why should any body wish
to change the status of these people? Humanity has nothing to gain by it, since
everythinginhuman about the thing has been eliminated.”

Such was thethinking of Commander Lousteau, administrator of the division of Say.
He managed, in the same report, to deny the existence of ‘forced’ slavery and reduce
thewhole situation of slavery to avoluntary-based relationship, which the slave finds
more convenient than freedom, unless he just happens to be one of the lazy ones. To
the question “ Arethere any tenmporary voluntary captives for debt, for example?” He
replied: “No; or a least there may be only one example of voluntary captivity. This
occurs in cases of serious famine. In such crises, pegple have been known to offer
themselves as captives against food, but they ran away as soon as things improved
and therewas plenty of food again for their families.”

One may say tha when it was put in place, the colonia administration found a
generdized situation of slavery, which some administrators condoned as longasit did
not create problems for them.

In 1905, after receivingvarious reports from the different divisiond commanders, and

especidly under pressure from French public opinion, the Governor General of FWA
signed the decree of 12 December 1905 making slavery a punishable offence. J. L
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Boutillier used the replies of various administrators in his article ‘ Captives in FWA
(1903-1905)." He concluded that “the phasing out and findly the more or less
complete end of al forms of transactions in slaves were obviously very important
factors; the recourse to French law, which could not recognize the status of captives,
was aso another decisive factor"’. The same author promptly addsin a footnote that
“the existence of customary courts recognizing the status of captives as wdl as the
policies of “commanders” who supported certain chiefs led to many conflicts of law
until the eve of independence.” *®

Colonid policy, still under pressure from French public opinion, sought to pursuethe
fight against slavery but met with the passive oppaosition of various administrators.
Thus, according to Denise Bouche: “In 1908, in order to answer a question from
Milies-Lacroix, the Minister of Colonies, on the measures that needed to be taken
against domestic slavery, Governor Generd William Ponty sert a circular (No 107 ¢
of 24 April 1908) to the various colonies which could have led to efforts similar to
those made in 1904, but this was goparently aborted. The Lieutenant Governors of
Upper Senega-Niger, Cote d'Ivoire and Guinea replied briefly before the end of the
year. When sent reminders in December, the Lieutenant Governors of Senegd,
Dahomey and M auritaniafailed to reply, or a least no traces can be found of ther
replies. 1\get the divisional commanders had drafted reports, which were never sent to
Dakar.”

It seems that the Lieutenant Governors were among those who undermined the will of
those oppaosed to slavery, by falingto act on the information necessary to take the
appropriate decisions to address the situation. In the case of Niger, the conquest was
not yet completely over. Indeed the coloniser only succeeded in establishing himself
in Agadez in 1906.

Hardly had the coloniser settled down in theterritory than the First World War (1914-
1918) broke out. Both the civilian and military administrators demanded the
participaion of the colonies in the war effort. This effort came in providing men
sufficient provisions to maintan them. In order to fulfil ther quotas, each
administrator relied on traditiona chiefs who preferred to supply slaves to serve as
cannon fodder.

The chiefs were part of the colonial administrative machine. They had for the most
part become allies of the colonizer against the pegple on whom they levied taxes, and
served to transmit the orders regarding forced labour and various other tasks. They
could even punish certain offences reported tothem.

It was under such circumstances that a series of revolts broke out cha lengng colonia
domination. In the west of Niger the revolt was led by Firhoun and in the regon of
M énaka and in the north by Kaocen, dly of Tagama, the Sultan of Air. Both revolts
took place in 1916 and shared the peculiarity of being led by black Tuareg chiefs. It
goes without sayingthat they were brutally put down and it was an opportunity for the

17 3L Boutillier, Les captifs en AOF(1903-1905) [Captives in FWA (1903-1905], Buletin del’ IFAN,
TXXX, sér. B, n°2, 1968, p532

18 3L Boutillier, op dt, footnote n°& p 532

19 Denise Bouche, Les villages de liberté en Afrique Noire franga se 1887-1910 [Freedom Villages in
French Black Africa1887-1910]; Mouton, Paris, 1968
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colonisers to forge dliances with the chiefs who had remained faithful by fighting the
rebes. As usud, they kept dl their privileges, especidly tha of levying taxes as well
as dl ther property, including ther slaves!

Thedtuation jud after the Firg World War

At the end of the Fire World War, the abolitionists resumed their activities. In the
case of Niger, it seems that this was the result of the circular No 24 B.P. of the
Governor of the Colonies to the divisiond Commanders.

The Governor of the Colonies, himsdf referring to a circular from the Governor
Generd dated 29 October 1922, asked the Commanders to regpond to a number of
guestions:

“1. Wha were the results achieved during the fight against slavery as the
French administration spread into the territories under y our authority ?

2. What were the administrative measures taken by the loca public authorities
to punish slavery, and what were the sentences handed down in this regard?

3. In the territories under your authority, isthere any more or less clandestine
slavery within the country or towards neighbouring countries? What land or
maritime routes are used for this trafficking?

4. Toyour knowledge, is there any recurrence of slavery under any form in the
areas under your authority, and what is the situaion regarding domestic
slaves? %

The capita of the Niger was Zinder. The request of the Governor was intended to
satisfy a demand by the League of Nations regarding the abolition of slavery. The
Nationa Archives only contain the regponse from the division of Agadez. Captain
Francois, in response to the circular letter from the Governor of Niger, made the
following points in his conclusion: “ Our presence has resulted first in diverting, then
eliminating the passage of slave caravans. The slave merchants became frustrated by
the difficulties they encountered during their journeys through the land under our
administration and it may be said that after afew years of our presence the South-
North slave trade has ceased to exist”.

“Regarding the direct traffic between Air and the countries in the North, the results
have not been as conclusive ...” Administratively, three means were used for
reporting offences. First, secret agents were used, second there were reports by
individuals and thirdly, complaints from the slaves themseves. The divisiond
Commander was categorical and presents gatisics on the judgments handed down per
year from 1915 to 1922. These figures show tha there was only one conviction in
1914 for the sde of aservant and another for the kidnapping of achild for the purpose
of using him as a servant. From 1915 to 1921, no slavery cases were tried. In 1922,
two cases were tried, prompting the divisiond Commander to write that it was

20 Colonie of Niger, Circular No 24 B.P. of the Governor of Colonies, Chevdier of the Legion of
Honour, Lieutenant-Governor of Niger to the divisiond Commeanders, 12 February 1923, signed
Lieutenant-Gov ernor of Niger Brévie P.A. Pricipd Private Secretary.
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“needless to ?rovethat thereis no overt or clandestine slave trafficking in the division
of Agedez.”?

However, regarding the situation of domestic slaves, he wrate tha “this issue is
settled within thedivision” in that “ dl servant families remain voluntarily atached to
the families of their masters. They do so out of habit, in their own interest, are well
treated and do not wish to be set free. Yet they are aware that they are completey
free

Herein lies the paradox of the status of slaves under colonization. The colonid
administrators did indeed put a stop to the trafficking and slave markets. But
somehow, voluntarily or not, they accepted the staus of domestic slaves as a free
status, to the point of considering them as “voluntary” slaves, while the fact of the
matter is that the customs and habits the Governor talked about are nothing other than
aservile status sincethereis never any mention of a salary paid for this bondage. And
this view of the situation was to help mask thetrue relations beween former masters
and new slaves. But does this mean that this unpad labour was provided in any
framework other than slavery? This is the paradox of the situation. This paradox is
expressed by divisiond Commander Frangois who concludes his report with a
definition of domestic slavery as follows: “In short, slavery only exists virtualy, and
it may not be argued that domestic captives are slaves. In the proper sense of the
word, they arevoluntary servants serving their masters without any duress.”

The National Archives of Niger remained silent on the phenomenon until 1931, after
which the anti-slavery machinery became mor e visible and powerful.

Thedtuation in 1931

Asamatter of fact, it was thetelegramme letter No 1733 AGI writtenin M ay 1931 by
Governor Blachet, which revived theissue of thefight against slavery.

The circular letter began by recalling the legal provision stipulating that pursuant to
article 1 of the decree of 12 December 1905 (wording of the decree of 8 August 1920)
“any person who within the territories of FWA and French Equatorid Africa (FEA)
concludes an agreement for the purpose of disposing of any other person’s freedom
ether free of charge or against payment, shal be punished by 2 to 5 years
imprisonment and a fine of 500 to 5000 Francs. Any atempt to commit the offence
shall be liabl e to the same penalty "%

The circular urgently requested the Commanders to report on the judgments handed
down by the divisiona courts and to send copies of the same. They were adso asked to
report on the staus of domestic slaves, especially if they had been exchanged,
transferred or disposed of, and to describe the conditions of such transactions.
Smilarly, they were asked whether or nat the domegtic slaves enjoyed their freedom
and to describe the customs governing the relations between masters and house
servants. This anti-slavery sysem seemed stronger than in the previous years. Based

2 Territory of FWA, Colony of Niger, Captain Frangois, Commander of the Division of Agadez, to the
Governor of the Colony of Niger, Letter No 69 of 8 March 1923.
22 Offi cid Teegramme letter, All divisions No 1735 of 11 May 1931
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on the reponses from the divisions that sent reports, copies of which are kept by the
Nationa Archives of Niger, it is possible to summarize the situation as follows:

In the division of Dosso, only one judgment could be traced, handed down in June
1931, sentencingtwo peopletoterms of imprisonment and afinefor trading in
slaves.”® Whilst in the division of M aradi, the Governor was categorical: “ domestic
slaves havetotdly disappeared anongthe Peulhs in the area; they exist in small
numbers amongthe Haussa but are still to be found in quite large numbers amongthe
Tuareg’.?*

The Governor distinguished the situation among the Haussa from that which prevailed
among the Tuareg Among the Haussa, he wrote “There are very few domestic
slaves. They are considered as children of their masters to whom they remain attached
by their own free will. Transactions such as “exchanges, transfers, disposad and
pawning of slaves” have completely disappeared.”

“The captiveis expected to work for his master, but he may do morework for his own
account; he is even free to refuseto work for his master.” He has theright to own and
dispose of his property as he wishes. When the master dies, his descendants do not
inherit the captive and the latter's children are free. Further, the master does not
inherit the property of the slave when the latter dies. The children of the deceased
remain his sole heirs. The domestic slave does not have to obtain the permission of his
measter to marry. He may marry a free woman and his children are free. He is free to
engage in trade. Furthermore, the request to marry a captive woman is addressed to
her parents and not tothe master.”

By contragt, among the Tuareg, the “ captive is expected to work for his master, and
his master done. He may be beaten. With the master’s permission, the captive may
own some small property and use it fredly ... Inthe event of the death of the master,
the captive may choose the member of the household hewould liketo remain with as
aservant. In casethe master has no heirs, the captive will belongto the Tuareg chief”.

“In matters of inheritance, it is the master who inherits the property of the deceased
captive. The disposd of a captive is practised in the form of marriage to a stranger.
There are two forms of marriage. The first is the marriage of captives among
themselves. In this case, the permission of the master is required unless the captive
has some property. The captive woman remains under the authority of her master and
her children are her master’s captives. The reques to marry a captive woman is
addressed to the master and not the parents. In case the marriage involves a captive
and a free woman in the house, he becomes free as well as any offspringfrom such a
marriage. If the captive marries afree woman from outside the house, the children are
free and the woman can buy back her husband’ s freedom.”

2 Letter from the Legd Secretary a the Colonid Court ( Tribund Colonia d’ Homdogation du Niger')
to the Justi ce of the Peace with broad jurisdiction, President of the said court in Niamey, deted 9 June
1931.

24 Governor Genera’ s Offi ce of French West Africa, Col ony of Niger, Division of Maradi, Report on
the status of domestic slaves, Letter No 104 from the Administrator of the Division of Maradi to the
Governor of Niger in Niamey, 4 June 1931, signaureillegible
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“When the marriage involves acaptive woman and aforeigner, thewoman leavesthe
master’ s house and the husband has to pay aheavy amount, in the form of adisguised
sde. The captive may engage in trade with the permission of his master and he
remains under the latter’ s authority duringall his travels. The situation in the division
of M aradi shows that there is a tendency for slavery to disgopear anong the Haussa,
while it is maintained among the Tuareg.” It should be noted that the report says
nothing about any convictions for the sale of people.

The report from the division of Gouré, dated 5 June 1931, mentions a singe case of
slave trading tried but without any conviction because of the lack of evidence.
Drawing from the traditions he observed, the Commander of the division of M anga
reported on the situaion in the following terms: “ Among the M anga, the only former
captives who have remained with their masters are those who, since our arriva in the
country, either have not found their reaives or their native countries, or have
preferred to remain in a place where they were comfortablerather that take therisk of
returning to their home countries only to livein misery.”

The Commander categoricdly statestha there was no longer any exchange, transfer,
or sde of slaves. Further, slaves were no longer part of the master’s estate. They were
free to move about and settle wherever they wished. “The old captives sdl ther
harvests without seeking the permission of their masters; they ae registered
separately fromthe latter and pay their own taxes.”

With regard to marriage, not only could acaptive marry his former master’ s daughter,
but informed the master as he would a parent. When a master travedled, the ceptive
was free to follow him or remain a home. This situation was the same among the
Peuhl who were less numerous. In short, the Commander felt that a“ domestic captive
among the M anga is asolutely free. He only maintains relations with his masters if
he so wishes. He is of course considered as having an inferior status, but this caste
distinction will gradually dissppear withtime.”

By contragt, anongthe T oubous, the Commander of the division of M angawrote that
the practice of slavery deserved closer attention, epecidly asin ne ghbouring Nigeria
the slave trade was still dive.

In the division of Bilma, the Commander’s letter mentioned the existence of slavery.
But the Commander’ s bias shows how varied the administrator’s opinions could be on
this issue. He wrote: “There are still many captives in the division, especidly in
Kaouar and A gram, but they are not the object of any transaction. They work for ther
masters who feed and clothe them. While the boss is avay in Bornou where he spends
part of theyear, the captive remains in the division where he looks after the palm trees
and gardens of his master. M ore often than not, he takes advantage of the opportunity
to sted shamdessly; thus some captives have been able to enrich themseves
substartially "%

% Letter from the Administrator of Colonies Commander of the Division of Mangato the Lieutenant-
Governor of Niger No 156 of 5 June 1931.

® Col ony of Niger, Division of Bilma, Letter from Captain Lafitte Commander of the Division of
Bilma, to the Governor of Niger, under cover of the Colond Commander of the Military Subdivision of
Niger, No 56 of 3 August 1931



The Commander mentions no court judgments but states tha “sometimes masters
express gievances regarding the honesty of captives or former captives;, however,
there were never any complaints against or attempts to digpose of the freedom of
former captives, nor any deds regarding a captive.”

Yet the Commander defines a captive as “alabourer who is not paid asdary but is fed
and clothed, and is expected to work in exchange. At the death of his boss, he remains
with one or more of his heirs or leaves them if he wishes”. He believed that captives
remained with their masters of their own free will. It isworth noting a change in the
terms used, which is not due to chance. The master becomes the boss, and what
characterizes the “boss” is that he does not pay a sdary and grumbles about theft
without lodgng aformal complaint.

For his part, the Commander of Manga pointed ou that the situaion among the
Toubous deserved closer attention. Indeed, such is the perception of slavery that as
soon as the practice is considered normal, one loses sight of the status of the slaves
and their living conditions.

In the division of Tahoua, the divisiond Commander’s report dated 10 July 1930
gves a quite realistic and honest description of the situation of slavery. The
Commander says without mincing his words: “ Although officially abolished all over
theterritory of French West Africasince 1905, thereis no hiding thefact that slavery
exists amost everywhere, especidly in the divisions located within the Sshara
peopled by nomads of Berber or Arab origin.” 2

The same report recognizes that slavery among the sedentary inhabitants was gill the
status of certain individuas, but that “slavery is dmost abolished.” “From time to
time, the Commander receives a report about slavery, but such cases are few and far
between. This de facto abolition, it must be admitted, is due more to the fear of
punishment than anatura change in the mindset of the natives.”

“Theslave for sde has therefore al but disappeared. All that remains is the domestic
slave. This ceptive is considered a member of the family; he is expected to work for
his master, who provides for his needs in exchange. The captive remains willindy in
his master’s home and is not accountable to anybody should he ever choose to free
himsdf from this relationship. He has the right to property, which is inherited soldy
by his hers ... In short, anong the sedentary people, the present staus of the
domestic captive, the only vestige of ancient bondage, is more &kin to that of the
“client” of Roman antiquity than tha of the slave.”

The situation is different among the nomads. Indeed, “dthough severely sanctioned,
the slave trade still exists. The nomads of the North (Hoggars and Iforas) buy their
slaves in our regons. With the overt or covert complicity of al the people, this trade
is taking place, often without our knowledge. It is only when aslave escapes that the
matter is brought to us. Some Hoggars no longer take the trouble of buying their
slaves here, they simply kidnap them. Thereis currently such a case before the Heed
of the Nomad Subdivision.”

% Division of T ahoua, Report on slavery and the slave trade No 5473 dated 10 July 1931.
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The Divisiond Commander sent his superiors copies of severad judgments handed
down by the Court of Tahouaafter it tried anumber of cases relatingto slavery. There
were in fact 9 attachments to his letter. The trids were held in public and the
Divisiona Commander was assisted by assessors, generally group chiefs.

Judgment No. 8, for example, involved the case of awoman and her daughter who
complained their master had sold them around 1908. One of the two people accused
had died and the other admitted the facts. After hearing both parties, the court
sentenced the latter to 2 years imprisonment. He benefited from mitigating
circumstances, in view of his youth at the time of the event.?

Judgment No 4 involved the case of two people, both Tuareg, convicted and
sentenced to 6 months imprisonment each and a fine of 150 francs. They were
accused of sdling the young son of the complainant for twelve thousand measures of
millet. They denied the accusations and in their defence one of them arqued that he
had “lent the child to my uncle who needed a young shepherd. The millet | received
was an advancethat | was expected to refund later in full.” 2

Records of the complaints and tegimony of witnesses accompanied the judgments.
Another judgment was deivered in a case of trading in slaves, in which an Arab
nomead was convicted and sentenced to five months imprisonment for selling ayoung
grl of 14. The court based its decision on articles 1 and 3 of the decree of 12
September 1905. The colonid administration was able to use the law and had a
system that enabled complaints to be received from victims. The court, presided by
the Commander, adso included assessors who were members of the local traditiona

chieftaincies. The efficiency of the administrators depended on how convinced they
persondly were about the offensive nature of slavery. Those who were convinced that

captives were unpaid labourers, willingy livingwith their masters, would not takethe
complaints seriously, while those convinced that slavery was an offence would apply
the full force of the law. The colonid administration aso had the means tha enabled
the superior authorities to monitor the situation and raise the issue from time to time.

Divisiond Commanders were expected to keg record cards listing the cases brought
before them. Thus, we have the record cards of the division of M anga (especidly card

numbers 20 and 28), which carried the identities, status and facts of individud cases.

After the judgments were delivered, all thevictims were of course declared free. This
both enlightened people and served as adeterrent.

The dtuation on the eve of the Meeting of the Commisson of the League of Nations

Once again, in 1935, on the occasion of the meeting of the relevant Commission of
the League of Nations, the Governor Generd of FWA addressed a circular letter to
the Lieutenant Governors of the Colonies of the group and to the Administrator of the
Constituency of Dakar, reminding them about dispatch No 568 of 3 August 1936
informing them that “the issue of slavery in dl its forms would be reviewed again in
early 1937". Hetherefore asked themto provide* ... dl useful details on the changes

2 Judgment No 8, trading in daves, ddivered by Captain Cavot of the Colonid Infantry, on 25 May
1921.

2 Minutes of Judgment No 4 ddivered on 22 September 1920 by the Court of the division of T ahoua
presided over by Cgptain Cavot of the Colonid Infantry, Commander of the division of T ahoua
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observed, new developments brought to your notice, as well as the measures taken
sinceyou sent in thereports requested by my circular No 23AP/2 of 28 January 1935
mentioned above.” *°

Following this circular, the Governor of the Colony of Niger produced a
comprehensive report. From this report, it can be seen that:

1. TheBdlah* emancipation policy has borne a number of positive results,
particularly in the subdivision of Tillabéry, where dl the Bdlah goups
have been sedentarized and placed under the authority of the chiefs of the
sedentary cantons. Esablished close to sedentary people, they are mixing
little by little, a an increasing rate each year, with the Cadats, Courteys
and Ouagos livingin thedivision of Tillabéry”;

2. A form of employ ment contract has been introduced like in Dori wherethe
divisiond Commander explained to the people “how an employ ment
contract operates beween bosses and servants, speling out the rights and
duties of bothparties’;

3. With the exception of the Tuareg, “throughout the colony, the natives
know that they cannot be forced to remain in the service of a master”;

4. Thereisno situation where people are used as surety for delis;

5. Thereis no unpad labour. “As atax payer, the native is subjected to the
system of services which are generdly redeemable’;

6. The native Chiefs “no longer have any red slaves. May of them are
surrounded by asort of group of clients composed of completely free men
who willindy remain with their former masters’; and

7. Trafficking in slaves is practised dong the banks of Lake Chad due to the
situation of the borders with Chad and Nigeria But the slave trade is
decliningin Niger. It has adso been reported that aslave was set free during
the Commander’ s tour of the Nomadic Group of N’ Guigmi.

In his conclusion on the overdl situation, the Governor wrote: “In short, we can look
a the changes that have occurred among the people of Niger with full confidence.
Domestic slavery and domestic captives are no longer but words devoid of any
meaning, asimplelinguistic surviva from an outdated state of society. Thefew cases
of red slave tradingthat occur sporadicaly arein the process of stopping completely.
It is possible to imagine that in the very near future these odious practices will

disappear”.

30 Governor Generd of FWA, Directorate of Political and Administrative Affai rs, Depatment of
Justice, Circular letter from the Governor Generd of FWA to the Lieutenant-Governors of the Colonies
of the Group and to the Administrator of the Constituency of Dakar, No 1272 AP/C of 10 September
1936.

31 Term refers to the name given by theSonghay tothe T oureg in generd and Toureg slaves in
particular.
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If thisistrue, the following reports support the Governor’ s gptimism.
Thedtuation in 1950

Indeed, in July 1949, the M iniger of French Overseas Territories wrate a nate on the
status of servants in M auritania. In his letter, the M inister gated tha “maintaining a
large part of the M auritanian population (70,000 souls) in a gae of servitude, and
even slavery, is contrary to the girit of the Congitution; it is definitely against our
concept of human dignity”. The Minister further sated tha “what is said above
regarding the “Haratine’ in the land of the M oors aso goes for the Bdlah of the
Tuareg.3

Pursuant to the directives from his superiors, the Governor of Niger in turn sent an
official confidentia telegram letter asking his subordinates to send in al details
necessary to ded with the issue “ Please assess the situation in your constituencies,
statinghow many peopleare still living in astatus of servitude, and explain what has
been achieved in the past few yeers.”33

It should be mentioned that meanwhil e, forced labour was legally abolished by the 11
April 1946 Act. The colonised people regped the first dividends of the war effort and
the strugges for their emancipation.

The Tdegram letter from the Governor was accompanied by a policy document
signed by Mr. Chauvet (acolonid administrator) gvingpolicy directives based on the
various situations. “It is indeed striking to note tha the people held in a status of
servitude live in the Sahelian and Saharan zones of West Africa, where any attempt at
liberation comes up against severd difficulties:

» The existence of a white nomadic population who for historicad and
physiological reasons find it difficult to perform manual work in a tropica
areg,

» Theextreme lack of arableland, which means that even if acaptive aspiresto
afreer status, he hasto tendthe herds or work in the master’s field in order to
avoid migratingto the south of the country which is unfamiliar to him”.

Mr. Chauvet is entitled to his own persona gpinion about the physiolog ca nature of
the white populations who, according to him, are not able to work. In any case, as
history has shown in Africaand esewhere, slavery is not amonopoly of whitepeople.
What is more interesting in Mr. Chauvet’s arguments is wha he proposes, expecialy
his recommendations to bind master and servant by a work contract, to involve
customary and religious leaders in the efforts to sensitise people against slavery, to
change the jurisprudence and customs to take into account the rights of servants such
as theright to inheritance, marriage and private property .

32 Mi nistry of the French Oversess T erritories, Directorat e of Politicad Affars, Letter from the Minister
of French Overseas T eritories to the High Commissioner of the Republic, Governor Generd of French
West Africa, Offi ce of the Director Generd of the Interior, Department of Politicd Affairs, N° 689 of 8
July 1949.

8 ')I{erritory of Niger, Politicd and Administrative Affairs, Officid Tedegram letter from the Governor
of Niger to the Maradi- Niamey-T ahouaT illabery-Zinder divisions and Dakoro-Filingué-M adaoua
TéraTanout subdivisions, dated 15 June 1950, n°354/APA.
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In the nomadic regons, he pragposes tha in farming aress, the reations of serfdom
should be transformed into atenant farming system. Where there are no farmlands,
there could be caretaker contracts, and in the absence of any bonds beween freed
slaves and masters, the former should be gathered into a group and one of them
appointed as their leader.

There is therefore evidence of a change because in addition to punitive measures,
colonial policy regarding the liberation of slaves was moving towards ther
progressiveintegration into afree society.

In the Nationa Archives of Niger, it has been possible to find the repponses from the
divisions of Tahoua, Tillabéry and M aradi. In thedivision of Tillabéry, thedivisiona
Commander started by gving an overview of the situation and the ratio of Bellah
domestic slaves to the overall Tuareg nomad population. The Bellah are subdivided
into two categories:

» The first category is composed of those living in autonomous tribes whose
“emancipation in the division of Tillabéry is the result of economic and not
politica factors. Belah farmers are being sedentarized and are constantly
extending their farmlands. Ther sources of revenue are also increasing. This
progerity is gving them greater independence from their tribal chief. Some of
them have found themselves atached to sedentary cantons because they own
land. Others continue to depend on ther Imajorem, while living in
autonomous tribes, their dependence in this case being similar to that of
villagers or the canton chiefs.”

» The second category is composed of domestic Bellah who “ conditute the lagt
of the servants... They enjoy a quite satisfactory standard of living and
remain atached to their masters through traditional and family ties. Some are
trused servants. They dl have a family card in which al their propety is
recorded individualy during censuses. Should any of them wish to leave his
master’s family, the authorities are automaticaly notified and he is registered
in an autonomous tribe of his choice. The authorities have aso tried to
normalize master-servant relaions by promoting contracts of | ease and hire of
services...” A copy of such a contract, between the Allacheten and the Bellah
of their tribe, was attached tothereport.

Under the terms of this contract, the “ Allacheten agree to pay the head tax of
the Bdlah in ther service, the latter only paying the tax on the animals
beongng to them persondly. They agree to clothe them or pay them an
annua clothing allowance ether in cash or kind. They agree to respect the
unity of the family and allow children to live freely with their parents. They
ag ee to respect the property of the Bellah and not to take over ownership of
dl or part of theanimas Ieft by thelatter, asthey are entitled to do by custom.
The estate of the deceased should be equally distributed among his children.
They shdl compensate their shepherds by gving them 1/30™ of the animals
born during the year, be they goats, sheep or bulls. For ther part, the Belah

3 Republic of Niger, Division of Tillabéry, Tdegram leter to the Governor of Niger, n° 77 c. of 28
June 1950 signed Jeen Paumedle.
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ay eeto servethe Allacheten, the men as farmers and shepherds, the women to
pound cered, on the understanding that they can cultivate their own fields.” *

Any digpues were to be settled by the Chief who should refer the matter to the
Head of the subdivision if he could not find a solution. Should there be a
breach of contract by the former magters, the Belah would be registered in
another tribe.

It should be noted that with the introdudion of the employment contract, for
some the type of servitude born of slavery changed into a contractua type of
working relationship in which individuals and ther children were free,
resulting in the disgppearance of the form of human relations known as
Slavery.

In the Division of Maradi, the report by the divisiond Commander also
describes the situation in the following terms: “Besides, the issue is daily
becoming less of aproblem, especially in thedivision of M aradi where, out of
a tota population of less than 4,000 Tuareg, there are about 300 non-
emancipated Bdlah and nearly 3,000 emancipated Bellah. These non-
emancipated Bdlah are not captives but tent servants who intermarry, have
children, own propety and have normd reations with their masters in al
economic and socid matters of the group.

Bad masters became an exception, since they had nathing to gain by adopting
an inhuman or harsh and inflexible attitude. Those who were left by ther
servants and could nat get them back learnt this the hard way. Very often, the
tent servant was hgppier than the emancipated Bellah who was freeto do as he
liked but had to fend for himsdf in a modern world where it was difficult to
feed, clothe, and find accommodation for himsef as well as satisfy dl the
needs of hisfamily by engagingin an activity which was not any easier than in
thepag.” %

Theletter by the Head of the subdivision of Dakoro, wherethe nomadic tribes
of Maradi lived, confirmed the situation by first emphasizing the fact that the
“issue of servants, while remaining as ddicate as it is in the bigger
nei ghbouring constituencies, has never caused any secid problems, as one
might be temptedto bdlieve” ¥

In the attached gatidica table, there are 7 groups of nomadic peoples with a
tota number of 3,715 individuals including 254 white Tuareg (Amajer), 132
Imrads (vassds), 170 blacksmiths, 342 non-emancipated and 2,817
emancipated Bdlah. The latter, “tadly emancipated”, came from the
nei ghbouring constituencies. “ After escaping from their originad tribes, they
voluntarily placed themselves under the authority of a triba chief of ther

35 Colony of Niger, Division of Tillabéry, Subdivision of Téra, Cortract signed on 17 September 1942
between the Allacheten and the Bdlahs of their tribe.

3 Territory of Niger, Division of Maradi, Letter from the divisiona Commander to the Governor of
Niger in Niamey, No. 81 of 21 July 1950.

37 Teritory of Niger, Division of Maradi, Subdivision of Dakoro, Officid telegram |etter of the Head
of the Subdivision to the divisiond Commander of Maradi, n.9/c of 7 July 1950.
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choice, who regstered them, therefore placing them under the amost direct
control of the French administration ... It may thus be sad that masters and
Bellah of the subdivision of Dakoro share a common characteristic of gresat
independence, sincethe former settled there whil e freeing themselves from the
control of their traditional chiefs, and the latter by bresking the bonds once
and for dl with their former masters.”

Those who continued to live in a status of servitude were “genuine tent
servants ...who followed their white masters, dmost cohabiting with them,
remained directly dependent on them and never left them. Their lifestyle no
longer has anythingto do with tha of acaptive.”

“The situdion is no longer the same as it was some ten years ago. It has
changed a lot ... But this change occurred in a more effective and organized
manner since 1946 after the 11 April 1946 Act on the Elimination of Forced
Labour.”

It should be noted here that in addition to the 1905 decree, the colonid
administration used the Act that prohibited forced labour in order to move
towards the dimination of slavery by sysematizing the contracts binding
former masters and slaves, thus changing the inherited relations into working
reations.

In the division of Tahoua the Commander in his report gave the statistics
regarding the nomadic populations. He estimated that there were 50,000
nomeads in the Division, and 40,000 Bdllah, of whom:

» “15,000 have cut off dl links with their masters and live in sedentary
cantons where they engagein farming;

> 6,489 are free from their masters and belongto the tribes under Bellah
authority;

> 3,768 are free from their masters, live in their own families with their
wives and children, enjoying the rights to property and inheritance.
They livein entiredly Belah tribes but under an Amajer chief;

» 5,200 livein tribes that are mixed and are dl entitled to afamily record
cad as well as dl rights ganted by the Takarada or Shirop
[‘administrative act’, editor’s nate]: right to family life, propety and
inheritance, so they arevirtudly free

» 4,000 regstered on their masters' cards living in the south as farmers.
These Bdlah pay a sort o rent to their bosses and live in their own
families and have the right to pragperty, which is the firsd sep towards
freedom.

» 5,572 regstered like the preceding group on their masters’ cards and
living either with them or with their animas. Thisis dl that remains of
the servile status of the 40,000 Bdllah of the Oulliminden.” **

According to this administrator, “this change was brought about above al by our
very presence and the ideas we brought with us. It was dso the result of our

8 Teritory of Niger, Division of Tahoua, Letter from the Administrator of Colonies, Commander of
the division of T ahou to the Governor of Niger, n° 170, of 5 July 1950
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administrative measures that ensured: a family-based census wherever possible,
permission to settle in sedentary cantons, the formation of soldy Bdlah tribes, the
recognition of the right to property and, inthe event of any conplaints in respect of
inheritance rights, the refusa by the civil court to consider the Bellah as pat of the
estate, the granting of freedom in the case of a complaint, dl this facilitated by the
revolt of 1917 and later by a single sedentary-nomadic authority ...” This opinion
gves a good description of the manner in which the colonid administration was able
toput inplaceasysemthat led tothe gradual improvement of the status of slaves.

In this division, there was dso the initiative by Captain Reeb, head of the nomadic
subdivision of Tahoua, who in 1947 prepared adraft standard contract for the keeping
of animas in order to regulate the rd aions between former masters and servants. But
he was transferred from his post before he could implement the contract and his
successor choseto ignore it because he fdt it an inadequate instrument.

The colonid administration of Niger made significant progress in the fight against
slavery. This of course did not occur overnight but gradually. Following the measures
adopted in 1905, the sanctions imposed succeeded in putting a stop to thetrafficking
in slaves, especidly in the sedentary areas. The markets disappeared and the
traffickers were tracked down.

In the 1930s and 1940s, the colonid administration’s sysem enabled it to end direct
servitude in dl the sedentary areas and to begn to standardise the working relations
between masters and slaves in the nomadic areas. The sysgem comprised the courts,
the population censuses, the taxes which made it possibleto control the independence
of people and their families, while especially enabling the mobility and progressive
settlement of former slaves in new lands. Naurdly, by recognising the rights to
property, to free movement, to live in on€s family, to inherit, the colonid
administration dealt a severe blow to the custom that was based on the denid of these
very rights.

However, dthough the system enabled the eradication of slavery in sedentary aress,
the same was not true for the nomadic areas. The colonial administration was aware
of this. Thus was born the Bellah issue, named after the emancipated slaves, mostly
blacks freed from the y oke of their masters who were generally white T uareg.

TheBdlahisue

In 1954, followingthe reports of 1950 and the exchanges between administrators, M.
Ferrd, Administrator of Colonies, atempted a summary which he entitled “The
Bellah Issue” Among the Tuareg the term used for slaves is Iklan. The colonia
administration’s initiatives led to various forms of emancipation. In some cases the
slave was emancipated after lodgng a complaint. He automaticaly obtained his
freedom. In other cases, whole groups of slaves of nomadic origin changed territory
and therefore masters. They became free with the blessing of the colonid
administration, which protected and watched over their rights. In still some other
cases, migrations, just like the severance of the bonds of dependence, followed crises
such as therevolts of 1905 led by Firhoun and tha led by Kaocen in 1916-1917.
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The victories of the colonid troops over the masters, and the paticularly severe
sanctions that followed, often created conditions that enabled slaves to flee with the
property of their masters who had themselves been killed or were on the run.

Thus new Tuareg tribes were born, composed mainly of former slaves who then had
to establish anew independent life in harmony with the other socid groupsincluding
white Tuareg minority tribes as well as sedentary populations that were themselves
changng

In all cases, the emancipated faced problems related to their new lives, new property
(animals and land) and the fate of their former masters. While criticisingthe mistakes
made by his predecessors, expecidly the fact that they lacked knowledge of the locd
people, Ferrd came up with a list of the problems experienced in 1954. He was
convinced that gradua emancipation was possible, as oppaosed to certain attempts &
massive liberation, because in his opinion “thetent Bellah [as opposed to the Bellah
herdsman] plays an important role in the Tuareg's family life and his emancipation
glg&j to be achieved slowly and carefully in order to avoid causing serious disruptions.”

Ferrd was against the Tuareg sendentarisation projects and proposed a sort of ded
which was basicdly as follows:

»  For the Tuareg “You are losing the Bellah, but we shal reduce your
taxes until you regain your economic equilibrium.”

»  For the Belah: “ You have gained your independence, but in so doing
you have acquired a responsibility made up of bah rights and
duties.”*

Ferrd’sreport is interesting for two reasons. On the one hand, it shows that there was
no centralized and consistent policy to fight slavery in the colonies and on the other
hand, demonstrating that in 1954, the matter was still being discussed by the colonia
authorities. However African elites were organizing to fight for new citizenship
rights, the srugge led to the dimination of forced labour and the esablishment of
loca councils, which empowered the colonised. The march towards independence
became irreversible. Slavery disgppeared from the politica language, but it did nat
disappear from thered ities and practices of Niger because it existed beforethe arriva
of the coloniser. It survived under colonialism and it was now hoped that
independence would solve the problem.

Slavery inindependent Niger

The process that led to independence in Niger has often been seen as the story of a
long rivalry between two politica parties, the Parti Progressiste Nigerien” —
Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (PPN-RDA), led by Diori Hamani, and
SAWABA,* led by Djibo Bakary.

%9 G Ferrd, The Bdlah issue, Fililing Sako Gao Documentation, 20 December 1954.
0 G, Fard, op cdt p18.
“1 SAWABA, paty with socdist tendancies advocating independence.
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During the rivdry, however, something happened tha was to influence the course of
politica eventsin Niger. This was the organisation of thetraditional chieftainciesinto
aforce that became conscious of itspower and its interests. Indeed, as early as 1949,
the first association of cusomary chiefs was edablished and held its first congress in
January in Zinder, where it adopted its datutes.

Djibo Bakary and his party had the mgority after esablishing an dliance with the
traditiond chiefs. At the referendum of 1958 (the options were to join the Franco-
African Community led by De Gaule or immediate independence), the chiefs
dissociated themselves from Bakary, causing his defeat. The traditiond chiefs
influence in the politica scene remained strong. They emerged victorious from this
profound mutaion which transformed them from auxiliaries of the administration into
powerful dection agents whose support was henceforth recognized and even sought
by extremist parties.”*? Indeed, the bloc that won the legslative elections fol lowing
the referendum of 1958 was an dliance between the PPN-RDA, the Union Nigérienne
des Indépendants & Synpathisants (UNIS) (close to the colonia administration) and
the traditiond chiefs. It is nateworthy tha UNIS led by Issoufou Seydou
Djermakoye, Georges Condat and Zodi Ihkia brought together canton or relaed
chiefs, all councillors a large. Was this purely a creation of the administration or a
reaction of the chiefs in sdf-def ence? It was probably bath a the same time.” *® This
second bloc was called the Union of the Franco-African Community (UCFA) won 50
seats compared tothe six won by SAWABA.

When the government was formed, the traditiond chiefs were gven aplace of choice.
“Awae of his delt to the chieftaincies, he [Diori Hamani, first President of
independent Niger] called in dl the members of the laiter who were cagpable of
holding high office ministers, parliamentarians, ambassadors and members of the
party politica bureau.”** For example, the first ministers of justice of independet
Niger weretraditiona chiefs or were members of arulingfamily.

The first nationa of Niger to occupy the pos of UN Assigant Secretary Generd was
a political leader and member of a ruling dynasty. At the end of histerm of office at
the UN, hedied as a provincia chief. The Chief Justice was a traditiond chief and so
was theM inister of Nomadic Affairs.

It should be said that ministers held their ministeria posts concurrently with those of
traditiona chiefs. Since independence, traditiona chiefs have been considered not
only as alink with the administration, but aso as the custodians of traditiona vaues.
The reign of the chiefs associated with the singe party lasted fifteen consecutive
years, from 1960 to 1974. During these fifteen years, a singe party was in power,
alowingno freedom or expression of demands.

It seems clear that the issue of slavery was no longer discussed. Who would have
dared to raise it before the M inister of Nomadic Affairs who was atraditional chief?
Or before the Minister of Jugtice, the Minister of Defence or the Chief Justice, dl
traditiona chiefs, to name but afew?

*2 Kimba Idrissa, La dynamique de la gouvernance au Niger, in Le Niger : Eta e démocratie, [The
Dynamics of Governancein Niger, Niger: State and Democracy], L’ Harmattan, Paris 2001 p 38.
3 Kimba Idrissa, opdcit, p 37

* Kimba Idrissa, opcit p38



The Nationa Archives show that the issue was raised only once in 1969. The Sub-
prefect of Tanout sert a letter to the Minister of Justice through his superior, the
Miniger of Interior, requestinginstructions on how to deal with the inheritance of the
property of emancipated slaves. “I am begnning to receive quite complicated cases
and fear | may make mistakes. | therefore request you to instrud me on how to ded
with al cases reated to inheritance among the Tuareg (between old former slaves,
newly emancipated ones and their masters).” *°

Whileforwardingtheletter to theMiniger of Interior, the Prefect of Zinder, the
immediate superior of the Sub-prefect, suggested how the matter might be dealt with.
Hewrote “| am not aware of any gecid provisions in this matter, gpart fromthe
usud rule of handing such property over tothe stae (Office of the Curator of Intesate
Estates and Bona Vacantia).” *°

The Minister of Interior in turn consulted the Minister of Sgharan and Nomadic
Affars, Pog and Telecommunications, who replied as follows: “I have the honour to
inform you that in this matter, the only goproach | can recommend is that provided by
Act no. 62-11 of 16 M arch 1962 governing the organisation and jurisdiction of the
courts in the Republic of Niger, particularly its article 51 which stipulates tha:

“subject to compliance with the legal provisions or fundamenta rules
regarding public order or the freedom of individuas, the court shal apply the
custom of theparties:

1. in cases involving their capacity to enter into contracts and gpear in
judicia proceedings, the staus of individuas, the family, marriage,
divorce, parentage, inheritance, gfts and testaments;

2. in those involving the ownership of property and the rights deriving
therein, except where the dispute is over aregistered land or land whose
acquisition or transfer was witnessed by one of the modes of evidence
established by law”.

These provisions are confirmed by articles 52 and 53, the competent jurisdictions are:
> traditiond chiefs and cadis, whose conciliation powers are maintained (art 78);

customary courts (art. 73);

justices of the peace, wherethey exist locdly (art. 66);

courts of first ingance, and

courts of apped.

VV V V

When the letter from the Miniger of Ssharan and Nomadic Affairs, Post and
Tedecommunications is considered, one is struck by the regression, legdly spesking,
consisting in referring back to custom in order to dea with cases relating to births,
marriage and inheritance. With regard to slavery, custom and religion are very clear.
The slave, together with his property and offgpring, belongs to his master, his heir and
who may sdl him. M oreover, this judicia sysem grants traditiona chi efs the status of

*> Republic of Niger, Depatment of Zinder, arrondissement of T anout, Letter from the Subprefect of
Tanout tothe Minister of Justice, under cover of the Minister of Interior, n° 9/AT/CF of 7 May 1969.

a6 Republic of Niger, Depatment of Zinder, Prefecture of Zinder, Forwarded to the Hon. Minister of
Interior, n° 120/PZ/CF of 10 May 1969.
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competent jurisdictions, when in fact under coloniaism they could a the most only
serve as assessors. Once again, the powers of the supporters of slavery were
incressed, including their right to recover their former slaves. This loogphole was
bound to lead to a resumption of slavery in the remotest areas, where the stae's
presence was reduced to its auxiliary, that is, the traditiond chief.

TheM inister went further, “1 would aso like to seize this opportunity to point out tha
more and more Bellah aretaking advantage of their emancipation to fraudulently take
away pat or dl of their former masters’ cattle. | would therefore be grateful if you
could, in your indructions to the authorities, remind them tha such offences are
covered and punished by aticles 321, 322 and 330 of the Pend Code quoted in
Chapter V of the same Act of 16 M arch 1962. The Tuareg who suffered losses in such
cases are complaining that ther statements and tesimonies would not be received
favourably. Therefore, | would aso like to urge the same authorities to scrupulously
exercise impartidity in such cases when they are brought before them.”

It should aso be noted that the M inister, himsdf a noble Canton Chief and Tuareg,
turned the whole administrative system around to favour former masters who were
aleged victims of freed slaves and who clamed that the administration was unwilling
to listen tothem.

Here again, it is obvious that the progress achieved in the fight against slavery
suffered a setback, since those who practised slavery were henceforth to havethe ears
of the administrators. For hispart, the M inister of Interior, by a circular addressed to
the Prefects, Sub-prefects, Heads of Administraive Pogs and Mayors, simply
forwarded the letter from the Minister of Ssharan and Nomadic Affars, Post and
Tedecommunications, asking them to “consider its contents as instrudions’ tha
should dictate their “ conduct in al such cases.”*’

This was the only sysgem put in place by the First Regpublic and it was a regression
when compared to theprogress achieved by the colonia administration in the area of
human rights. There was no further discussion of slavery in the First Republic.
According to Diouldé Laya, who liked tdling the story about the Soesker of the
House of Assembly, who wasthe only member of servile origin, he enjoyed repeating
the slogan Yega duringhis toursin his native province. The word means slave, and he
used it to “ taunt those who claimed to be’ his masters. That was where the discussion
about slavery ended.

The regme of Hamani Diori and the PPN-RDA singe party was succeeded by the
military regme of Seyni Kountché During the latter's regme, which lasted from
1974 to 1987, Niger experienced a military dictatorship which not only curtailed al
freedoms but aso had afearsome poalitical policeforce.

To win popular support, the regme of the Supreme Miilitary Council adopted certain
measures in favour of the traditiona chieftaincies. From its first year in power, it
promised to rehabilitate and modernise the chieftaincies. As early as 1981, the
traditiond chiefs became administrative law judges. In 1983, the chiefs were

4 Republic of Niger, Ministry of Interior, circular |etter to the Prefects, Subprefects, Heeds of
Administrative Posts Mayors, n° 13MI/DAPA/CIRC/CF of 6 Octobre 1969
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associated with al the structures of the “M ouvement Nationa pour la Société de
Dévedoppement” (MNSD), the future paty of the military dictatorship. The chiefs
automaticaly became chairmen of loca government authorities and the representative
of the Association of Traditiona Chiefs became a member of the nationa political
bureau of the MNSD-Sate paty. Throughout the rule of the Supreme Military
Council, only members of the chieftaincies or those related to them could be
gppointed Ministers or Ambassadors, or hold other high office in the Sate. There
were no written rules, but everybody undergood the criteria used for certan
gopointments. The traditiond chiefs recommended the intdlectuas cepable of
occupying such pods. In some cases, prominent Marabouts aso had a say in such
gppointments. But there was no possibility for adignitary to come from aslave family
or from one of the many castes of Niger. President Kountché himself came from a
family of chiefs.

Consequently, the issue of slavery could nat be raised because of the lack of an
“atentive’ respondent. Indeed, chiefs were considered not only as agents of the state,
but aso as judges and especialy custodians of the traditions. In such conditions, it is
easy to undergand tha the “judiciable’ slave could not find any atertive ears, since
both tradition and religon recognised and legtimised slavery, which was na
sanctioned by the law.

Upon the death of Généa Kountché in 1987, his successor was Ali Chaibou, his
fathful chief of staff. The latter decided to gpeed wp the establishment of the
structures of the Development Society by creating the M ouvement Nationa pour la
Société de Développement MNSD —Sate Party). He chose to ease the poalitica
tension, a policy which freed everybody from the fear of expressing their opinions.
Very quickly, in a general wave of democratisation, the people of Niger imposed a
multiparty sysem and a Supreme National Conference, which opened the way to
democracy .

Thus, the three successive regmes had the same attitude to slavery. This attitude was
to remain silent on the issue. Whenever the issue was raised, the answer was dways
the same: ‘the State does not recognise slavery,” and therefore, no officia document
could make mention of it. This atitude favoured the slavery practices whose
supporters were first and foremost the traditiona chiefs who were not only closdy
associated with the politica authorities but wore the double hats of customary judges
and custodians of thetraditions.

The issue of slavery was to be tabled in an organised manner only &fter the
establishment of the TIMIDRIA Association. The current fight against slavery is
closdy reated to the strugge waged by TIM IDRIA. Other human rights organisations
focus as a matter of priority on the regpect for democracy and the congitution, often
overlookingthefact that alarge part of the population has not yet attained citizenship
dueto slavery practices.
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SLAVERY, POSITIVELAW, AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN
CONTEMPORARY NI GER

Slavery isthe denid of human rights

To support this satement, one has to search for a definition of slavery in the positive
law of Niger in order to show how preudicid it is to human rights.

The search for alegal definition of davery

Thefirst question that needs to be answered here is what does slavery consist of? The
answer to this quegtion will enable us to delimit the scope of our enquiry and avoid
any misunderstandings about the attitude of the positive law of Niger regarding this
practice. The enquiry will be conducted by looking at severa eements of definition,
followed by acritica anaysis of the dements identified.

There is no definition of slavery in colonia domestic law. What does exist is a
definition of The Slave Trade contained in the decree of 12 December 1905 modified
by that of 8 August 1920. The trade is defined by thesetexts as an agreement whose
purpose isto digpose of the freedom of another person either against pay ment or free
of charge.

In the absence of a definition established by municipd law, it is necessary to refer to
the definition found in international legd instruments related to the subject. Thus,
article 1 of the Slavery Convention 1926 clearly defines slavery as “the staus or
condition of aperson over whom ay or dl of thepowers ataching to the right of
ownership are exercised.”

Article 544 of the Niger Civil Code defines ownership as “the right to enjoy and
dispose of possessions in the most absolute manner, provided they arenot put to ause
prohibited by statutes or by regulations.” Theright of ownership covers dl the uses of
the possession or chatte. It comprises three rights: the right to usethe chattel onesdlf
(usus), theright to enjoy the chattel, to receive thefruits, that is, theincome (fructus),
and theright to dispose of the chatte by dienatingit (abusus). The owner of an object
therefore has the right to use it, receive income generated by it and do anything he
likes with it. In this regard, he could, for example, sl it, gve it away, aandon or
destroy it.

The right of ownership is, therefore, an absolute right whose only restriction is to
exercise the powers attached to it within the limits lad down by the law and
regulations. For example, if the owner wishes to sell his property, he must do sowhile
abiding by the rules and procedures established by thelegal provisionsin forcerd ated
to sdling

When the definition in article 544 of the Civil Code is read together with article 1 of
the Savery Convention, slavery is seen as the condition of a person reduced to the
status of an object tha is, aperson with an owner who has the right toput him to his
service, receive the fruits of his labour, sdl or gve him away, and has the power of

58



life and death over him. It is not necessary for the owner to exercise dl the powers
attached to the right of ownership; he only has to exercise two of these powers for
slavery to be established. For example, slavery is established as soon as a person is
dlowed to use another person and receive the fruits of his labour. Savery is dso
established when a person has, for example, the right to dispose of and use another
person.

The definition given by the Savery Convention corresponds to the active form of
slavery, whichis still found in Niger anongthe Arabs, Tuareg and Peuhl. True, there
is no trafficking involved in this slavery, but it gves the master a red right of
ownership over theslave. Thelaiter is a the service of the master, who may sdl him,
gvehim away as apresent and dispose of his praperty. This sad, the definition offers
the advantage of taking account of the fact that slavery is established even if the
measter does not have theright to dispose of the slave, in the sense of havingthe power
of life and death over him. It is sufficient for the master to exercise the other powers
of theright of ownership for his actsto qudify as slavery.

Due to the incomplete and outdated nature of the Savery Convention, and the
redisation that slavery, the slave trade and similar institutions and practices had not
been eliminated in dl the regions of the world, a supplementary Convention was
signed on 7 September 1956 entitled: Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of
Savery, the Save Trade, and Institutions and Practices Smilar to Savery (heresfter
the Supplementary Convertion). It addresses ather forms of slavery such as serfdom,
defined in its article 1 (b) as “ the condition or status of atenant who is by law, custom
or agreement bound to live and labour on land belongng to another person and to
render some determinate service to such other person, wheher for reward or nat, and
is not freeto change his status.”

The Supplementary Convention goes further to gate in its article 5 that in a country
where slavery or slavery-like institutions and practices are not completely abolished
or abandoned, “the act of mutilating, branding or otherwise marking a slave or a
person of servile status in order to indicate his status, or as apunishment, or for any
other reason, or of being accessory thereto, shal be a criminal offence under the laws
of the Sate parties to this Convention and persons convicted thereof shal beliableto
punishment.”

Post-Independence law

Post-Indgoendence law does not contain any definition of slavery. Jug as in the
colonial period, the attempt at adefinition of slavery isto befound in an internationd
instrument, namely the International Convention on the Elimination of dl forms of
Racial Discrimination (CERD), 1966. Through this Convention, date parties
condemned racid discrimination and pledged to prohibit it in the territories under
ther jurisdiction. According to article 1 of CERD “the term ‘racia discrimination’
shal mean any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, colour,
descent or nationd or ethnic orign which has the purpose or effect of nullifying or
impairing the recognition, enjoy ment or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights
and fundamenta freedoms in the political, economic, social, culturd or any other
fidd of public life.” This definition is perfectly applicable to the ideologca type of
slavery which is nothing other than aform of discrimination based on ancestry or skin
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colour, and whose aim is to deprive a person of the enjoyment or exercise of certain
political, economic, socia, cultura and other rights.

A critical analyssof thedefinitonsof d avery

By datingthat slavery is“the staus or condition of aperson over whom any or dl of
the powers attaching to the right of ownership are exercised,” the Savery Convention
further complicates thetask of definingslavery in that, ingead of explainingit in an
independent and comprehensive manner, it attemptsto describeit in reation to
another concept, tha of theright of ownership.

The mgor drawback of the said definition is its backward-looking and restrictive
nature. Indeed, it refers to the activeform of slavery or slavetrade, which istheform
under which slavery was known. According to it, “ The slave trade includes al acts
involved in the capture, acquisition or disposa of a person with intent to reduce him
to slavery; dl acts involved in the acquisition of a slave with a view to sdling or
exchangng him; all acts of disposa by sade or exchange of a slave acquired with a
view to being sold or exchanged, and, in generd, every act of trade or transport in
slaves.”

The Savery Convention seems to ignore certain changes that have occurred in the
practice, mainly as an attempt to circumvent its prohibition by the 1905 decree. Thus,
goart from the form of slavery tha gave the master a complete right of ownership
over the slave, another type of slavery developed which was subtler in that the
master’ s powers over the slave were no longer visible. The latter was apparently free
but, in redity, was obliged by custom to live with the master and provide him with
certain services free of charge The slave' s submission was encouraged by fataism,
the misinterpretaion of Islamic precepts or the slave' s extreme poverty. Thus, many
people living under the yoke of slavery date that they are resigned to ther fate
because their ancestors were slaves, or out of fear of divine punishment, or they lack
the means to take care of themselves. This problem of lack of means as one of the
causes for the pempetuaion of the subtle form of slavery is evidenced by the marny
testimonies of people subjected to slavery. The slave is either assigned to specific
tasks such as household chores, farm work, jewelery making and animals rearing, or
to any ather work decided by the master.

While the Supplementary Convention may have the merit of broadening the scope of
the application of internationa instruments relativeto the fight against slavery, it mus
be sad that it, too, overlooks the ideological type of slavery in which a person is
treated as aslave, is despised and has to bow to the wishes of a master because of the
so-caled servile origin of his family. This is a form of discrimination based on
ancestry and sometimes on skin colour. Its am is to exclude a person customarily
from the enjoyment of certain rights, such as the right to marry a woman of noble
birth or to occupy politica pogssuch as the leadership of astructureat village level.

For example, during the election of the head of the Red Cross branch of
Tchintabaraden in 1995, Indika Yacouba, a black Tuareg of servile origin, won a
landslide victory over Ikoum Mohamed, a white Tuareg of noble birth. However, the
chief of the 2™ Tuareg group of Tchintabaraden opposed this decision, stating that:
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“A black slave shdl never occupy such apog of responsibility in Tchintabaraden.” 8

It was on the basis of such discrimination that in 1998, a young girl from the
nel ghbourhood of Boukoki in Niamey saw her marriage plans shattered on the eve of
the event by her progective in-laws who said she was of servile origin.49 Yet the
person cdled a slave and segegated often has no direct or indirect links with any
master. For example, out of the one hundred or so slaves Abeyatane Abarad, Chief of
the 1% Tuareg group, claims to be his property, only five actualy work for him. The
rest arefreefor dl practica purposes but continueto betreated as slaves. Onthe other
hand, sometimesiit is the person caled a slave who wishes to be considered as such in

order to benefit from the favours of his so-cdled master.

The ideological type of slavery the master has no physicad hold over the person
considered aslave. Thisform of slavery appearsto belinked to the stronginfluence of
tradition on the strudure of the society and to the widespread poverty among certain
peaplewho believe it is to their advantage to be consider ed as slaves.

It was because the ideologicad type of slavery did not reveal any rea powers of the
master over the slave, that the Savery Conventions of 1926 and 1956 did not include
it in ther definition of slavery and similar practices. Therefore, these conventions
remained incomplete omitting the ideolog cal form of slavery. Legally spesking, it is
certainly difficult to have a provision forbidding a person from claming the right to
be called a slave. Since such behaviour is the consequence of widespread poverty, it
can only be countered by adopting economic measures in favour of these so-caled
slaves. However, it is possible to have provisions that make it an offence to cdl
certain people slaves and to subject them to discrimination on that basis.

Finaly, it is gpparent tha none of the above-mentioned conventions gves a complete
definition of slavery. Each focuses on one of the possible forms of slavery. In theface
of the fragmented nature of internationd legd instruments relating to slavery, it is
difficult to adequately apprehend this multifaceted practice.

A comprehensive and more operationd definition is perhgps to say that slavery should
be understood as any act or juridical fact, discrimination, exclusion, restriction or
preference based on descent or skin colour; any agreement or understanding based on
modern or customary law whose purpose or effect is to dispose of the freedom of a
person, either against pay ment or free of charge, in order to make him provide certain
services to another person without reward and without the possibility of changng his
status; any attempt to compromise or deny the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on
an equd footing, of the various rights and freedoms of the human being in the
political, economic, socia and culturd fields or any other field of publiclife.

This definition has the merit of covering the various aspects of slavery. It aso
emphasizes the gructura opposition between slavery and human rights.

The contradiction between davery and human rights

*8 Annud Report of the Human Rights Defence Association of Niger (ANDDH), 1995, quaed by A.
BdlaKadto Loutou e d, in*“ Les insuffisances dans | es textes | &gisl atifs nigériens en matiere

d’ esdavage” [T he Defi ciendi es of Niger Legislative Texts on Slavery], Niamey, January 2000, page
21.

9 Source Timidria
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Insofar as it dienates the freedom of a human being, slavery is the denid of alegd
persondity. From this point of view, it congitutes a serious and routine viol aion of
human rights. These principles are philosophicaly based on thetheory of natura law,
which was daborated by ancient philosophers. Accordingto thetheory of natura law,
there exists a law that predates the establishment of the State, a body of rules tha
reason may discover by anayse the nature of the human being as created by God.
This naturd law common to humanity should govern the international relations
between Sates. Smilarly, the rules set down by public authorities, which constitute
positive law should comply with naurd law. They draw ther authority from their
compliance with naturd law; they loseit if they fail to comply.

According to the theory of naturad law, human rights are only the expression of a
transcendent norm —it is nature, and not the State, that grants them. They are inherent
to the essence of the human being. It follows that human rights, because they are
natura, are necessarily indienable. One may not gve them up, even voluntarily, and
others may nat digpose of them. Given that human nature is the same in dl persons,
al rights emanating from it arefound in al human beings, who are born equa before
the law because they are born as human beings. Snce all persons are born equad
before the law, no person is ertitled to reduce another to slavery. Indeed, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 (UDHR), which is, in this fied, the
common ided to be achieved by al peoples and al nations, begins by affirming the
right to life, freedom and security of theindividua. Theserightsimply theprohibition
of slavery, which is tantamount to their denia because it gves the master the power
of lifeand desath over the slave.

Further down initslist of civil and politicd rights, the UDHR gatesthat “ no one shall
be held in slavery or servitude’, adding, among other things, that no one “shal be
subjected to torture, inhuman or degrading treetment or punishment;” that “ everyone
has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law;” that “ everyone
has the right to freedom of movement,” to “own property”, to “freedom of opinion
and expression.” to “freedom of assembly and association.” Savery isopposed to the
exercise of these various rights since the master has the right to torture, brand and
deny the slavedl forms of expression. Theproperty of the slave belongs to the master
who may digpose of it.

Savery isaviolation of economic, socid and cultura rights. These are especidly the
right to work, to socia security, to ret and leisure, to an adequate gandard of living
in order to ensure hedth and wel-being, education, as wdl as the right to paticipate
in the culturd life of the community and benefit from scientific progress. According
to the UDHR, economic, socid and cultura rights are essentia to the dignity and
development of on€e's persondity. These various principles sated by the Universa
Declaration of Human Rights were reaffirmed by the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights 1981 (ACHPR).>®

As slavery is the denid of civil and political as well economic, sociad and cultura
rights, it is actudly “the graveyard of human rights.” The master may digpose of the
slavefree of chargeor against payment, as in the case of Bouboulou, a young Tuareg

0 Adopted by the e ghteenth Assembly of Heeds of State and Government hed in Nairobi, Kenya, in
June 1981. www.achpr@achpr.org
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grl sold in 1984 to the chief of an Arab tribe of Tassara, who married her off to one
of his slaves to produce young slaves for the master. A grl was born from this
marriage and, a the age of four was gven to the master's daughter as a wedding
gift.>" Smilarly, the master has the power of life and death over the slave as shown by
the case of Azagua, who was murdered in Infgemar by his masters because one of
their daughters had fallen in love with him.

Snce the master has the power of life and death over the slave, he assumes the right
to subject him to inhuman and degradingtreatment. It is this hard redity tha is borne
out by the case of M ariama who was severely beaten and wounded by her master in
Tchintabaraden in 1998.* Even more serious is the case of Akididé who was
castrated in 1991 in Gharo™ by his master's son; or the case of Taherrat, ayoung
slave who gave birth to a child after being repeatedly raped by her mager. The same
thing happened to Taboutou Kidawa from the village of Intchirikten (Tanout). M any
people subjected to slavery have reported that they are routingly insulted, tortured,
beaten or deprived of food for days. To assert their authority, masters resort to various
methods of torture, dl rivaling in repulsiveness. Thus, in the village of Intchirikten
(Tanout), Aklian Naroua s master forced himto stare at the sun for severd hours as a
form of punishment.

Savery is irreconcilable with the very idea of human rights. The existence of human
rights is indeed subject to the recognition of legd persondity. But the fact is tha
slavery, because it reduces the human being to the status of chattd, is the denid of
legd persondity. Sncetheslave is a chattd, it is the master who decides in his place;
for example, it is the master who gves away his slave' s daughter in marriage, takes
the decision about the marriage and determines the amount of the dowry. When a
slavedies, it is his master who inherits his property. It is because slavery is aviolation
of al the recognized prerogatives of the human being that it became the subject of a
specific convention even before UDHR namely the Savery Convention 1926.

Given that slavery is aviolaion of human rights, the question that should be asked is
whether the legad instruments of Niger can cope with the seriousness of this
institution?

The Niger legal framework for the suppresson of davery*

Thefact isthat Niger law does not specificaly criminalise slavery and there are many
provisions that sanction violations of freedom characterised under various legd
definitions.

The Niger legd framework does not contain any provisions defining slavery as a
crime or offence. The decrees of 12 December 1905 and 8 August 1920 on the
abolition of The Save Trade in French West Africa (FWA) and French Equatoria
Africa (FEA) exclusively refer to that trade. Indeed, article 1 of the decree of 8

°! Source Timidria
%2 |pid.
> Source Timidria,
Ibid.
* This report was written before the amendments to thePend Code, defining, prohibiting and
punishing slavery in 2003
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August 1920 states that “any person who within the territories of FWA and FEA
concludes an agreement for the purpose of disposing of any other person’s freedom
ether free of charge or against payment, shal be punished by 2 to 5 years
imprisonment and afine of 500 to 5,000 Francs.”

There are two justifications for the absence in Niger law of the specific
crimindisation of slavery and similar off ences: thefirst is relaed to the prohibition of
the slave trade and forced labour, while the second is based on the affirmation of the
principle of equality in the Niger Constitution.

Theabolition of the Slave Trade and forced | abour

In the mind of the colonid legslator, the Save Trade was the only form slavery could
take. Tha is why it was thought it would be sufficient to prohibit the trade to
eliminate slavery. The chances of the measures succeeding seemed dl the greater
because of the pendty of 2to 5years imprisonment and fine of 500 to 5,000 Francs
for the offence. Besides, any attempt to commit the offence was punishable by the
same pendty. Smilarly the law provided for the confiscation of money, goods and
any other objects or proceeds from the execution of the contract or advances received
for a future contract. Further, the offender could be banned from residing in certain
areas for aperiod of 5to 10 years and could loose certain civic rights.

Given that the Save Trade was considered as the only form slavery could take, and
that its prohibition was expected to diminate the practice, it seemed poirtless for the
legslator to come up with any provisions defining it as a crime or offence. Since
slavery was prohibited, this measure was seen as sufficient to curb this kind of
behaviour. Regettably, this faled to happen in practice. Indeed, while the Save
Trade was prohibited and punished by the 1905 and 1920 decrees, the measures
adopted seemed to be incomplete. What was prohibited was to conclude a contract for
the purpose of digposing of the freedom of another person against payment or free of
charge. M ore explicitly this means, for example, to sdl a person as aslave, hire him
out tosomebody eseor gve him away as a gft.

The forms of digposa of freedom prohibited are thase occurring through a legd
contract. The latter is defined as the manifestation of the will of one or more people
enforceable by law. When such alegd act is the manifestation of thewill of asinge
person, it is said to be unilaterd. This is the case, for example, of atestament. But a
contract may be, and mog often is, an agreement between two or more parties, in
which case it is described as bilaterd or multilatera. This is the case of written
contracts, which aretypica deeds of agreement.

This sad, when taking about contracts, the 1905 and 1920 decrees refer to
ag eements between at least two people: the assignor, that is, the person whotransfers
his ownership of the slave, and the assigneeg, that is, the person who receives the slave.
The aforementioned decrees do not take into account the disposa of other peoples’
freedom either by a unilatera deed such as a will, or juridical fact™ such as, for
example, the devolution of estae. Consequently, there is nothing to sop a slave
owner from enjoying the fruits of his slave' s labour.

S A juridicd fact is defined as afact which givesriseto or affects legd rights and duties without the
conscious will of the person or persons affected.



One may think that the deficiencies of the 1905 and 1920 decrees would be
compensated by Ad no. 46-0645 of 11 April 1946 prohibiting forced labour. Indeed,
this Ad dipulates, “forced or compulsory labour is tataly prohibited in the overseas
territories. All methods or means of directly or indirectly forcing a person to be hired
or maintained in a place of work shall be covered by legd provisions containing
penaties imposed by acourt.”

Fundamental human rightsenshrined in the Conditution

The Niger Constitution of 9 August 1999 stipulates that the Republic of Niger is a
State governed by the rule of law and that it guarantees the equdlity of al before the
law without diginction based on sex, socid, racial, ethnic or religous origin. The
principle of equality, therefore, has conditutiona significance in Niger. The
Constitution guarantees everyone the staus of a citizen on an equd footing and
consequently, equal protection by the lav and access to the rights it enshrines. Any
derogation from this principle can only be based on objective grounds.

After staing the principle of equality, the Constitution of Niger provides the list of
human rights, of which we shall mention afew. It isfirst of al gated that the human
being is sacred and that the Sate has the absolute duty to repect and pratect him, as
well as to guarantee the full development of his potertiad. This provision means that
the human being cannot be traded, that is, he cannot bethe object of any transaction,
and al practices likely to constitute an obstacle to the full development of his
paentid are prohibited. In the same vein, article 11 enshrines the principle of the
right to life, hedth, freedom, security, physicd and menta integrity, education and
training under the conditions defined by the law. Smilarly, it is dated that noperson
may be subjected to torture, or crud, inhuman and degrading treatment or
punishment. Further, the right to work and a far reward for one's services and
production are recognised for dl citizens, as well as theright to property.

Finaly, the Constitution recognises that every citizen has the right to civil and
politica rights as well as economic, socid and culturd rights. Snce these rights are
opposed to dl forms of dienaion of a citizen's freedom, the idea of a specific
crimindisation of slavery appears superfluous. It is fdt that, as long as the above-
mentioned rights and freedoms are recognized and guaranteed, slavery should not
exist as apractice and, therefore, it is nat necessary to provide for the criminalisation
of apracticethat has becomeinoperative.

In addition to the absence of the specific crimindisation of slavery isa gap in relaion
to bondage, which is the most rampant form of slavery in Niger. Yet article 1 of the
Savery Convention makes it binding on States parties to adopt al legislative or other
messures necessary to ensure the tota abolition of the institutions and practices
similar to slavery progressively and as soon as possible.

Niger municipa law is aso silent about discrimination based on skin colour or family
origin aimed at denying or compromising the recognition, enjoy ment or exer cise of
the rights and freedoms of the human being in various fidds. Indeed, article 102 of
the Niger Pena Code only relates to “any act of racid or ethnic discrimination, as
wdl as any regonalist prgpaganda, any acts contrary to the freedom of opinion and
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rdigon likely to set people against each other ...” This article does not cover
discrimination based on decent; discrimination based on race, or ethnicity is only
punishable when itspurposeis to set citizens against each other.

Because of the absence in the law of Niger of the specific criminalisation of slavery
and similar practices, the lower courts are a aloss. Some have been more daring by
prosecuting such offences under other lega def initions such as “ the dienation of other
peoples’ freedom.” But this is a remedy, which unfortunately does nat cover dl
aspects of slavery.

With regard to Act no. 46-0645 of 11 April 1946 prohibiting forced labour, its
implementation comes up against a mgor difficulty related to the definition of the
concept of forced labour. According to the ILO Convention of 28 June 1930, forced
or compulsory labour “shal mean al work or service which is exacted from any
person under the menace of any pendty and for which the said person has not offered
himsdf voluntarily.” On the basis of this definition, one may bdieve that the
deficiencies of the 1905 and 1920 decrees have been largely made up for. However,
this argument does not gand up to criticism. Indeed, can the labour performed by the
slave for his master, be considered forced or compulsory? Should the forced or
compulsory labour covered by Ad no. 46-0645 not be undersgood as the unpad
labour imposed by the colonid administration on certain people? There are many
issues whose collective eff ect was to help perpetuate slavery practices.

The multiplidty of legd texts which punish human rightsvidations
These provisions areto befound in civil, criminal and administrative law.
In civil law

The human body cannot be traded; nat only isit protected against violation by athers
but is pratected from the individual himself. Protection comprises both a preventive
and a punitive agpect. With regard to prevention, protection is based on the principle
that an individual may not be forced to suffer violations of his own body, even if such
violations are justified by somebody else's interest. Thus, for example, a person may
not be subjected to a surgical operation, however important or necessary, without his
consent or that of his family.

With regard to punitive measures, the violator of the human body may be forced to
pay damagesto thevictim.

Snce the human body is the materid manif estation of the person, it is inaienable like
the person. A person may na sign a contract of which his body is the subject matter.
However, the law has slightly qudified this principleto take account of theam of the
parties. Thus, there is a distinction between contracts directly affecting the body and
thoseindirectly affectingit.

Contracts directly affecting the body may be subdivided into contracts enforcesble
during thelife of aperson and those enforceabl e efter the death of aperson. Contracts
enforceable during the life of the person are void if ther effect is to sdl the person
and reduce him to slavery. However, if they affect pat of the body, they are vaid if
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the pumposeis legtimate and permissible, for example, thergpeutic (blood transfusion,
organ transplant), or socid (employment contract...). Hence, they are more readily
accepted, whether tatdly or partidly, if they have atherapeutic or scientific purpose.

Contracts indirectly affectingthebody am at extending or reducingthe liability of the
author of a tort. Cortracts that extend liability in order to ensure reparation are
considered vdid, just like thosethat limit liability. In general, however, contracts that
cancel liability arevoid.

In crimind law

The Niger pend code imposes custodid pendties and fines for violations of the
human body. These various violations are very precisely defined in law. They ae
mainly:

» Assault and battery, violence or threat of violence: The law punishes by
imprisonment or fine any individua who intentiondly inflicts injury, strikes or
commits or threatens violence against another person. The pendty is more
severeif the offence was committed with aweapon, malice aforethought, foul
play, or results in the death of the victim, amputation, or loss of the use of a
limb, blindness, loss of an eye, or other permanent disabilities, or if the
offence was committed among others against achild under the age of 16.

» Castration: This isthe intentional ablation or removd of an organ necessary
for reproduction. Castraion is a crime punished by life imprisonment. If it
results in death, thependty is caitd punishment.

» Threats: Under this definition, the law punishes any individua who threatens
another verbaly or in writing, through images, signs or symbols, with
assassination, violence, battery or any other violation of the person. The
offence is punishable whether or nat the threat is made under an order or a
condition.

» Murder and other capital offences. Murder is a homicide committed
voluntarily. Assassination is murder committed with premeditation, ambush,
torture or while committing acts of vandaism.

> Arbitrary arrest and detention: this is the arrest, detention or confinement
of any person without order from the lega authorities or from the courts in the
case of the arrest of the perpetrators of an offence. The penalty applies even to
the personwho lent the use of theplace of detention or confinement. It is more
sever if thevictim was arrested or detained with threats to his life or if he was
subjected to torture.

> Alienation of the freedom of others. Two offences are covered by this
definition: the first is to use or receive aperson as surety for whatever reason;
the second is to dispose of the freedom of a person free of charge or against
payment. The latter offence is jug the same one found in the 12 December
1905 decree prohibitingthe slave trade. However, it seems rather broader than
the earlier one because it does not mention the contract as one of the d ements
constituting the offence. This means that the offence of alienation of other
people's freedom can be established even in the absence of a contract. The
pendties are more sever than those provided by the 1905 decree. The penalty
of 10to 30 years imprisonment provided in article 270 of the pena code may
beincreased to lifeimprisonment if the victim is under the age of 13. Besides,
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if the offender disposed of the freedom of several people, the pendty is capita
punishment.

From the operational point of view, this provision is not easy to implement because it
does not gve a definition of what is meant by the dienation of other people's
freedom. It is a “catch-dl” offence, which may be invoked in many situaions
depending on the judge' s understanding of the term.

> Rape: Rape is the act of forcible intercourse committed by a male person
upon afemae person. The pendty for rapeis more sever if the victim is under
13 years of ageor if the offender is aparent or relative.

The obstacles to the effective implementation of legal provisions in the fight
against slavery and similar practices

Theprocedural difficulties

These are rdated to respecting the principle of legality of offences and pendlties, and
tha of the strict interpretation of crimina law.

The principle of legdity of offences and penalties is first stated in article 15 of the
Constitution, which gipulates “no one may be arrested or charged with an offence
other than under a law that entered into force prior to the commission of the acts
constituting the offence.” This is reaffirmed by article 4 of the Pend Code according
to which “ no violation, offence or crime may be punished by penalties which were not
provided for by the law before the offensive acts were committed.”

The principle of legdity therefore has a constitutiona vauein Niger. It imposes three
obligations on the lavmaker:

> the obligation not to draft retroactive laws: if the legslator were dlowed to
crimindise acts committed prior to the enactment of the law, or punish them
with more sever pendties or have them tried under a different procedure, the
law would no longer be objective or impartid;

» themonopoly to draft crimind law; and

> the obligation to accurately draft criminal law : in defining criminal law the
legslator must exercise great care in defining offences, the dements that
constitute the offence, the nature of the pendty and the rules of procedure.

The obligation of the principle of legdity imposed on the judge reveds its restrictive
nature with regard to the punishment of slavery and similar practices. The principle of
legdity imposes on the judge:

> the obligation to classify offences: the judge may not prosecute, try and
convict aperson unless he has beforehand related the act the person has been
char ged with committing to a legal provision and gven it a name that has a
legd definitionin criminal law. For instance, the judge may not cal slavery,
bondage or discrimination based on family orign offences, because this
definition is not enshrined in the law. The judge may, for example, pendise
the assault and battery inflicted upon a slave by his master. However, such a
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pendty will have no effect on the existing slave-master relationship, which
remains intact because it is not the subject of the crimindisation. It is in
order to abide by this duty to define offences that led the dgouty judge of
M adaoua to prosecute two acts of slavery brought before him in 1999 and
2002 under the legd term and off ence of the “dienation of the freedom of
others.” Snce the dienation of the freedom of others is a catch-al offence,
it is the one used by some judges in order to prosecute certain forms of
slavery;

> the obligation to comply with the law: the judge must comply with the law
bothin interpretingthe offences and in punishing them. He may not modify
the details of the law, for example, by punishing acts that are not considered
offences or hand down pendties not provided by thelaw;

> the obligation to adopt a drict interpretation of crimina law: the judge must
not adopt a broad interpretaion, because that would alow him to extend the
scope of crimindisation to acts that are not covered by the law. This would
be arbitrary, and that is precisdy what the principle of legdity seeks to
avoid. Thus, the judge cannot, through interpretation, extend the scope of the
offence of assault and battery to cover the rdationship of domination existing
between master and slave.

Public prosecution

Public prosecution isthe right to take proceedings in the interest of the public with a
view to suppressing the disorder caused by the commission of an offence, by
imposing a pendty or adagpting protective measures against the offender. It isaright
that belongs to the public and may be exercised through its representatives such as
prosecuting attorneys. Public prosecution is initiated by prosecuting an offender
beforethe relevant courts.

However, public prosecution can only be instituted in respect of acts that constitute
violations of criminal law. Snce slavery, bondage and discrimination based on
descent or colour are not ecificaly criminalised, public right of action cannot be
directed against them. Such acts cannot be criminally prosecuted becausethey are not
legdly defined as offences. Only offences committed in the course of the practice of
slavery or bondage may be subject to prosecution.

Thelegal difficulties

Even if slavery came to be gecificaly criminaised, there would Hill be a legd
problem that would make it difficult to repress. This problem is related to the legd
action, which makes it possible to defend the subjective rights of the individual but
can only be initiated by theindividua himself or his representative. Our law does not
dlow class action, that is, action initiated by an individua on behaf of the society.
This is the role of the Public Prosecutor through public prosecutions as discussed
above. On the basis of this principle, an association may not bring a case on behdf of
the community. An association can only suefor damages in crimina proceedings on
behaf of the victim herepresents.

M oreover, the fear of retaiation by the master will deter the slave from going to
court. Toillustratethis fear of the master’ s retdiation, let us gve an example of acase
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of slavery brought before the deputy judge of Abaak. The victims, out of fear of the
reaction of their masters, refused to testify, forcing the judge to decide there was no
ground for prosecution and therefore to dismiss the case. Thefear of retdiation by the
master is so grong that complaints about slavery recorded to dae by the courts have
come from human rights associations in generd and Timidria in particular.

Under such circumstances and as long as civil society organisations are not granted
locus standi to go to court on behdf of the victims of slavery, it is to be feared that
even if slavery is gecifically criminalised, there will not be any effective
implementation of the law. Indeed, the worg thing that can hgpen to a legd
provision isfor it nat to be implemented.

Limitationsinherent to a multi-legal sygem

In Niger issues rd aingto the person and propety are dedt with by lega systems tha
differ both in their nature and their sources. Indeed, as far as certain legd reations are
concerned, citizens are not governed by the same norms. Civil or modern law governs
some people, while others are governed by custom. The latter is aset of ord rules
resulting from the repeasted practice of certan behaviour. Cusomary law is
established by practice, it may vary from one ethnic group to another even though,
dueto the Islamisation of Niger society among other things, there are elements shared
by dl customs.

Thisisalegacy of colonialism. Indeed, after the colonial conquest, severa lawvs were
adopted to harmonize the law by referring to French law done and suppressing the
traditiona courts. This is what became known as the “ outright assimilation policy”.
When this policy failed, it was replaced by a* suggested assimilation policy.” The
latter endorsed the dud legd system by enabling the colonised to choose between
modern (French) civil law and traditiona customary law.

This modern law/customary law dua ism continued to exist after independence. It was
enshrined by Act no. 62-11 of 16 March 1962 governing the organisation of the
judicia system of the Reoublic of Niger. This Act states the principle of the
gpplication of custom:

> in cases reating to the capacity to enter into contracts and take legal action,
the staus of pegple, the family, divorce, parentage, inheritance, gfts and
testaments;

> in those relating to propety or the ownership of red estate and the rights
deriving therein, except where the dispute is over a regstered land or land
whose acquisition or transfer was witnessed by one of the modes of evidence
established by law.

The scope of modern law is very limited because it only applies:
» when custom is silent or vague;
» when the person to betried cannot invoke a cusom or haspartidly ortotaly

renounced it;
» in maters other thanthosein which custom has explicit jurisdiction.
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The Niger legal sysgem is therefore a multi-legal sysem since it comprises bath
customary law and modern law rules. These different rules do not have the same
atitudeto slavery. Indeed, while modern law condemns the practice, customary law
permits it. This situation makes it difficult and will continue to make it difficult to
enforce a legal provision against slavery.

It certainly follows from article 51 of Act no. 62-11, 1962 that the application of
custom is subordinated to the “regpect of the legslative and regulatory provisions or
fundamentd rules relating to public order or the freedom of individuals.” In other
words, a cusom that is contrary to public order or the freedom of individuas should
not be enforced.

However, the above-mentioned article 51 raises many difficulties. The first difficulty
is in the fact that public order is a subjective notion that varies in time and context.
What was considered as contrary to public order yeserday may nat be considered to
be so in the future. Smilarly, what is considered as contrary to public order in one
region may not be considered as such in another. But thefact of the matter is that the
legslator has not gven the judge the criteria for deciding whether or nat a cusom
complies with public order. The second difficulty comes from the fact that the
legslator has not specified who may raise objections regarding compliance to public
order or the freedom of individuals and at what stage of the procedure.

Findly, the issue of the compliance of a custom with public order or the freedom of
individuals can only be raised in practice when a dispute over such compliance is
brought before a court. But the fact is tha many disputes are in practice adjudicated
by cusgomary authorities. The latter goply cusom, including those of its provisions
tha are contrary topublic order and the freedom of individuas since these notions are
unknown to cusomary law. In principle, accordingto Act no. 62-11, Chiefs only have
the power to reconcile parties in civil, commercid or customary cases. Bu in fact,
Chiefs adjudicate like courts and their decisions indeed have a greater authority than
court judgments. As soon as they are handed down, their decisions have the authority
of afinal judgment, because accordingto article 15, paragraph 4 of Ordinance no. 93-
28 of 1993 on the gatus of the traditiona chieftaincies, the records of the Chiefs
proceedings can never be challenged before the administrative or judicial authorities.

For dl these reasons, one can rightly consider the multi-legal system as a factor tha
limits the efficiency of thelega provisions against slavery and similar practices.

Limitationsinherent to the adminigrative gructure

The organisation of loca government in the Republic of Niger is syncretic by nature.
Indeed, the Republic of Niger is divided into regons, the regons into départements,
the départements into arrondissements and the arrondissements into communes. These
modern structures coexist with traditiona structures or communities hierarchicaly
integrated into the administrative system according to article 2 of Ordinance no. 93-
28, 1993 establishing the status of the Traditional Chieftaincies of Niger. These
traditiond communities are the districts, villages, cantons, tribes and groups,
provinces and sultanates, which are administered by thetraditiond chiefs.
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Only those entitled by custom may be elected to the post of Traditiona Chief. In fact,
candidates have to come from families of Chiefs, which sanctions the transfer of the
title hereditarily.

The Chief has the discretionary power to choose his collaborators among those
entitled to be sdected by custom. The sad collaborators can never be people of
servile orign. The latter are therefore excluded from the decision-making process
related to the management of a traditiond community sincethey cannot be among the
Chiefs' collaborators. The nature of this specificity of the organisation of locd
government in Niger is such tha it compromises the effectiveness of legal provisions
against slavery and similar practices. Thisrisk is greater because in certain customary
communities of western Niger where society is divided into two classes (nobles and
slaves), the existence of traditiona chieftaincies perpetuatesthe existence of aclass of
nobles. And thefact is that the nobility ensures the survivd of slavery since it is with
referenceto the slave that the noble acquires his status.

Obgacles rdl ated to theland tenure sysem

There are many land tenure sysems in Niger that sometimes vary from region to
region. It is this redity tha was sanctioned by Ordinance n. 93-015, 1993, which
established the principles guiding the Rurd Code by dating in its article 8 that “land
ownership is acquired through custom and as provided by gatutory law”. In
agicultura aress, whilethe principle of individual land ownership remains therule, it
must be said that in the cantons of Gudadjo and Say, dl the lands belong to the
families of chiefs. By contrast, inthe canton of Gaya, the lands belong to the family
of the rurd-famer leader. Land property rights are generally transmitted by
inheritance. The families of canton chiefs or rurd-farmer leaders have ther lands
cultivated by other peoplewho pay them atithe after each harvest.

The survivd of the land tenure systems tha make canton Chiefs and rurd-farmer
leaders owners of dl the lands encourages the perpetuaion of slavery practices in that
the descendants of former slaves, becausethey cannot have access to land ownership,
have to accept serfdom in order to support themselves. The establishment of land
commissions and their empowerment to distribute land as wel as the development of
the mechanism of rura concessions are solutions that should be explored with aview
to diminating serfdom in agricultura aress.

In padord aress, the pasurdand is not privatey owned ether individudly or
collectively. Access to pasurdand is therefore free; however, it is regulated by
individual ownership of watering points, epecialy wels. This situation leads to a de
facto ownership of pasturdand since the owner of a well, because he controls access
to the water, indirectly controls access to the grazing land around his well. Snce the
descendants of former slaves do not have the means to sink wells, it is difficult for
them to become herd owners and they are therefore generdly reduced to accepting
ther status as slaves in order to have access to water, aresourcethat is rarein pastora
aress. The sinking of wdls in sufficient numbers in pastord areas may be an
appropriate solution for thesepopulations.

Problemsrd ated to cu somary marriage
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As pointed out earlier, a person may ether have acivil law status or acustomary law
status. The option is made a marriage. Those who marry according to the civil code
are sad to have a civil law status, while those who marry according to custom have
customary law status. M arriageis, accordingto the civil code, a secular institution: it
is performed by aregstrar who verifies the consent of the spouses and reads out their
rights and duties. M onogamy is aso therule, in the sense that the man will not be able
to have another wife as long as his first marriage is not dissolved. M oreover, in civil
law marriages, the husband does not have the right to repudiate his wife; should he
ever wish to end the marriage, he must go to a judge who may dlow or refuse a
divorce.

On the other hand, customary marriage is religous. It is a mix of Islamic rules and
traditiona African practices. It is performed by ardigous eder, mostly the Marabout
of the neighbourhood, village or family, then the marriage is declared to the regstrar
of births, deaths and marriages at the request of the spouses in the presence of two
witnesses. Poly gamy is therulein this kind of marriage, which gives the man theright
to take severa wives. The husband aso has theright to divorce his wife, and may thus
take the unilateral decision to separate from her without having to go to a judge or
gve any reasons for doing so. All the judge can do is record the divorce. Customary
marriage is unequal in that its conditions vary according to the staus of the wife. If
sheis of servile orign, her marriage will not be performed in the sameway as that of
a woman of noble orign. While the latter may express her consent, the former is
denied that right since it is her master who decides for her. Therefore, customary
marriage perpetuaes the practice of slavery. This risk of pepetuaing slavery is
increased by the fact that cusomary marriage dlows a man to have up to four wives.
However, hemay aso take aslave woman as afifth wife.

Precautionsto be taken foll owing the adoption of the new penal code

With the adoption of the new pend code by the Nationa Assembly of Niger on5 M &y
2003, slavery is henceforth a crimina offence declared as such and punishable by the
law. The efficiency of the legd provisions will depend on an understanding of the
phenomenon and its various aspects by dl thoseworking in the pend judicial system.
This will enable them to gppreciate it from al angles so that those who practice
slavery may not find other ways of avoiding punishment. Thereis thereforea need to
train police and criminal investigating officers as wdl as attorneys in charge of
examining and prosecuting criminal offences. It is aso gpropriate to nate tha Niger
law enshrines in Act no. 62-11, 1962 the principle of the gplication of custom in
many matters. The fact is that by referring to the past, some of these customs
expressly or tacitly legtimise slavery practices. True, Act no. 62-11 subordinates the
gpplication of custom to compliance with the law, the respect of public order and the
freedom of individuals. However, the implementation of this provision by the lower
courts is not essy because of the absence of explicit criteria on which to base ther
opinions. In these conditions, judges in charge of trying cases of a customary nature
should dso betrained. Given that such cases involve a conciliaion phase before they
are taken to court, the authorities in charge of conciliation also need to be trained.
This underganding of slavery and thependties gpplicable against those who practice
it may contribute significantly to its eradication because in the find analysis, as
Kelsen points out, “ al our behaviour is directly or indirectly controlled by the law.”
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THE FIGHT AGAINST SLAVERY IN PRESENT DAY NIGER

The fight against slavery in present-day Niger is amost exclusively waged by
TIMIDRIA, a nationa human rights association. In Tamacheg, TIMIDRIA means
Fraternity-Solidarity. It was established on 15 M ay 1991 and recognized by Order no.
159/M I/DAP/J of 3 December 1991 by young intellectuas from al regons of the
country who shared the same conviction and determination to break the shameful
silenceregarding slavery.

These young people, some of who were traumatized by the barbaric and crimina acts
pepetrated by reatives and some traditiona |eaders against felow citizens. They
radlied to the cause, to fight for justice and against the impunity enjoyed by a certain
socia stratum that disregarded the laws and regulations of the Republic. These
privileged people areto be found both within the customary and the so-caled modern
administration.

Timidria opted for a non-violent goproach in its gruggle to bresk the silence over al
forms of discrimination based mostly on colour or descent. This period of
commitment was difficult for the Association and its members who received dl sorts
of threats. However, these threats did nat discourage them from confronting the
pepetrators of certain flagrant injustices.

The Association operates a sydem of review, sdf-criticism and performance
evauation in order to guide or support and sustain its activities. In order to undertake
its mandate of combating slavery and dl forms of discrimination, Timidria felt the
need to enlarge its partnership network to include other human rights organisations. It
initiated contacts with sub-regonal and international organisations such as Anti-
Savery Internationd with aview to obtaining assistance in increasing its intervention
capacity. The Timidria and Anti-Savery Internationa partnership was formaised by
financia assistance for areview of the legislation regarding slavery and the present
study on acensus of thevictims of slavery and slavery like practices.

Timidrials objective is to work towards eradicating al forms of discrimination,
patticularly slavery. In order to raise public avareness about the organisation,
Timidria initiated briefing meetings financed by the voluntary contributions of its
members. Timidria held its first congress in May 1992 in Tabdak (Tahoua), the
second in April 1998 in Ibohamane (Keita, Tahoua) and thethird in January/February
2002 in Abaak (Tahoud). Nationa seminars and local assemblies enabled discussions
to reflect upon various agpects of slavery practicesin Niger.

Timidria mobilizes human rights defenders and individuas directly or indirectly
concerned by the most violent and revolting of human rights violations, slavery.
Among them are eminent national scholars and rdigous leaders who assist in
explaining the cruelty of slavery. Timidria collaborates with organisations working
for the promotion of human rights and particularly the protection of the rights of
victims of slavery. It isamember of the collective of human rights non-governmenta
organisations (NGOs) and currently holds the vice-chairmanship of that strudure. It
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exposes the inconsistency between Niger’s ratification of international conventions
pratecting the rights and freedoms of citizens and practices in the country.

Timidria s organs are as follows:
* Congess
* Nationa Council (NC)
* Nationa Executive Bureau (NEB)
* Regiona Councils (RC)
* Chapters
*  Sub-Regona Councils (SRC)
e Sub-Chapters
* AreaOffices
* Loca Offices

The Asociation has nine (9) chapters: Agadez; Diffa, Maradi, Niamey, Tahoua,
Tillaberi, Arlit, Dosso and Zinder. It has 38 sub-chapters, 18 area offices and severd
dozen locad offices. The establishment of chapters and sub-chapters is going on
gadualy (Agadez, Zinder). A Timidria chapter was established in Cote d’Ivoire in
2001.

Timidria has been financed mainly through the subscriptions of members, which pad
for the congresses and the rent for the first office. Financial and technical assistance
of bilaterd, internationa organisations and NGOs cover the operating costs of the
Timidria headquarters. The staff is composed of a secretary and executive secretary
and many activities are carried out by volunteer members. The Associaion has
succeeded in establishing working relations and partnerships with sub-regona and
international organisations. These contacts have enabled it to develop the following
activities that have helped it build its institutiona capacities.

Population reached
Snceits establishment, Timidria has reached 122 villages and sensitized and trained a
tota of 41,000 people.

Cases of liberation

In 1999, Timidria discovered, adong with other local slavery cases, in the
administrative districts of M adaoua, lllda and Konni the practice of trafficking in
women between Niger and Nigeria This involved the disguised sde of young slave
grls by ther masters, traders and other privileged people living in the North of
Nigeria This so-cdled triangle of shame was exposed through the national and
international media, resultingin theliberation in:

» Tchintabaraden, (Targa, a slave woman cdled Boulboulou, a grl, two youths
including apregnant grl in Tassara, Toukourat, another grl in A gawane).

» Madaoua (a grl from Tambaye Jano), Tahaoua (a grl from the commune of
Tahoua).

» Tillaberi (four people including a woman and her three children - a boy and
two grls, and one grl in Inates).

» Tahoua (seventeen victims, including three adult women, five adult men,

three boys and six grls in Abalak where € even other people were freed).
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A taad of forty-two people have been freed publicly, and several mass liberations
have taken place since the law on the abolition of slavery waspassed inM ay 2003.

Intergration

Intergration programmes for freed slaves are conducted in the regions notorious for
the practice of slavery. In the district of Tillaberi, two hundred tons of cereals have
been freely distributed, thanks to Swiss Co-ogperation funding.

UNICEF financially supports theintergration of freed slavesin theregon of Tahoua
This contribution is in the form of providing the victims of slavery with animals,
equipment for agricultura work and the enrol ment of their children in school.

Civil education outreach programmes and thematic fora (such as peace and
development, civic education and governance) are regularly organised, thanks to the
technicad and financial assistance received through bilatera co-operation with such
institutions as USAID, Danish Co-operation, NOVIB/Netherlands and Swiss Co-
operation as well as internationa non governmenta or ganisations.

Production of audiovisual materid and collection of davery-related objects.
Timidria has produced audio-cassettes of tetimonies of victims of slavery and
collected jewd lery worn by women that identified them as slaves. A documentary has
been produced with the collaboration of the French channds ARTE and CINE TV on
the practice of slavery in Niger.

Training and capacity building

Timidria members have taken part in severd meetings and training sessions at the
nationd, sub-regond and international |evels with the technica and financid support
of internationa organisations (Africare, USAID, Danish Cooperation, Canadian
Cooperation, Swviss Cooperation and NOVIB/Netherlands) on various themes on
human rights, non-violence in human rights work, conflict management and
prevention, the management of women’s associations, good governance, institutiona
development and the organisational management of associations. Timidria aso took
part in the World Summit Against Racism in South Africa (2001) and one of the
sessions of the UN Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Savery, in Geneva
(2002).

Nationd, sub-regiond and internationa co-operation

At the nationd leve, Timidria collaboraes with governmentd structures through its
active participation in the Nationd Commission on Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms. The organisation of outreach sessions to sensitise the public has not
experienced any serious problems in the administrative districts.

The adoption of a law on the abolition of slavery in Niger is concrete evidence of
positive collaboration between Timidria and the Government.

Participation in human rights seminars or meetings (peace, freedom and justice, civic
rights, democracy and human rights) has enabled Timidriato establish contactsin the
sub-regon. There is an informa partnership between Niger and the neighbouring
countries (Burkina Faso, Chad, M di, M auritania).
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Timidria has taken part in one of the sessions of the Sub-Commission of the UN
Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Savery and the World Conference on
racism in South Africa—with its participation financed by the Human Rights Interna
Law Group of Washington and NOVIB of Netherlands.
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PRESENTATION OF THE DAT ABASE

The database for the census was developed with Microsoft Access. Its gructure
reflects the entire questionnaire used to collect the data - a deliberate choice to
avoid loss of information and facilitate further sudy of the problem in greater
detall.

Subsequently, regrouping the data made it paossible to lig the themes, which
appeared with a high levd of frequency and facilitate the input by modifying the
data entry form. The daabase is made up of 51 fiddlds comprising 561051 data
which, obtained from 11001 questionnaires, have been grouped in tables to
facilitate statigtical reading.
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The data entry form contained three sections: the card code, survey card menu
and statistical results menu.

The card code enables the recording of anew caseto be edited and makes it easy
to follow a link to any record in the data base for related details which are the
answers gven by the respondents.

Once entered into the database, the latter is preserted in the form of amenu used
for managng and operatingit. The survey car d menu enables anew caseto be
inputted, and the stati stical results menu enables access to the various staistical
results generated by the database.

s dofarmar

THE WORK SLAVES AREASKED TO PERFORM
In present day Niger, slavery is the use of the free labour of slaves by masters.

The stdistics reved three types of work, namely: domestic work, cattle rearing,
and field work —with aclearly visible distribution by regon, sex and age.
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Distribution of male slaves by region and by type

of work
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Whatever theregion, the situation of slavery remains the same: people are* assi gned”
by otherstoperform unpad work by virtue of astatus which may have been justified
from the point of view of the historical evolution of human societies, but is no longer
justifiable in view of universa human rights. All slaves are assigned to agricultura
work, domestic work or to the rearing of animals, which they or their families do not
own. Although slaves may own property such as gfts from a master or his wife, and
ae dso dlowed in some cases to work for others and enjoy more materia
possessions, whenthey die, their master remains the sole inheritor.

The variation observed from regon to region is only an adaptation to the dominant
mode of production. In the cattle rearing areas, most of the slaves perform cattle
rearing tasks. In the agricultura aress, fied-work dominates. Beyond the knowledge
they gve us of the situation, it is important to have this data for the purpose of any
future socid integration in the event of liberation. Farm slaves may be integrated into
ayiculture, those assigned to cattle rearing could of course be integrated accordingy.
Two problems have to be addressed for this to hgppen. Thefirst is the achievement of
the status of afree person and the second is rel ated to compensation. Indeed, it would
be inconceivable for slave masters to get rid of the slaves who soent al their lives
producing wedth for them aone. Slave owners should therefore surrender to former
slaves a part of the wedth produced by their labour. If this is not done, freed slaves
would go back to their former masters, since freedom would result in absolute poverty
and they would therefore prefer their former situation of bondage. The example of the
abolition of slavery in the USA is a case in point tha reminds us of the need for
vigilance.
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Women are generally assigned to domestic work, and serve the master’s family who
often degpise dl forms of work, epecidly housework, which they consider “a
reserved area”

Another type of rdationship that needs mention is the slave owner’s privilege or droit
du seigneur or droit de cuissage, which, as revealed by slave women, included their
complete submission to the master’s every wish, including sexua gatification — a
resultant child from such a reationship is nat recognized by the master but simply
considered additiona “ stock.”

One of the reasons slave owners keep slave women around them is the latter’'s
usefulness for domestic work from which the master’s wives are completely exempt.
But a second, no less important reason, is the mode of reproduction of slaves — with
slave masters closely supervising ther “breeding,” through negotiations and, when
necessary, impregnation of the women - the overriding factor being the increase in
numbers; for, as with animas, the larger the number of slaves owned, the greater the
master’s pregtige.

Numbers of slave women
by region and type of work
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The gatigics show a common trend in al regons regarding the use of slave women,
with the exception of the regon of Zinder where the number of slaves and the practice
of slavery areinthe decline.

Save children suffer the same fate as their parents: they are assigned to domestic
work, field-work or cattle rearing depending on the dominant mode of production in
the area. However, in two of the regons with large number of slaves - Tahoua and
Tillabery - children are mainly used in cattle rearing The conditions of cattle rearing
in the Sahd require the child to live with the animas and move around with them in
search of pasture or watering points. Indeed, outside of therainy season, water for the
animals must be drawn from wells. This is the work of slave men and children. The
latter lead the animas where they can gaze and pratect them from predators,
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especidly the jacka which causes havoc among herds of smdl ruminants. Save
children are excluded from any form of schoolingsincetheir fate is settled quite early
in most cases. Like their mothers, slave girls are assigned to cattle rearing and

Numbers of slave children
by region and type of work
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domestic work, while remaining victims of the master’ s right to abuse them sexualy .

We observed however that, in some cases, children are not assigned to any tasks,
though we cannot say whether this is due to their age or the “humanity” of the
masters.

The distribution of slaves by sex and regon reveals that in most cases there are more
men than women. However, no conclusions should be dravn from this since more
men than women were interviewed in most of the areas surveyed. Indeed, gven that
the women are closer to the families of their magters, they were less accessible to the
interviewers. It should constantly be borne in mind that this survey was only possible
because it was conducted very quickly without arousingthe suspicions of the masters.
Thelatter will goto any lengthsto “ pratect” their privileges, especially in theregions
wherethe Sat€ s presenceis negligble, and wherethe masters exercise absoluterule
- clamingthe power of lifeand death over dl livingthings.
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Numbers of slaves by sex and by region
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DISTRIBUTION OF SLAVES BY REGION AND MARITAL STATUS

Marital status of slaves by region
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Thefigures reatingto the maritd status of slaves show that mog of thoseinterviewed
aremarried. The marriage of slaves is different from that of free people. Indeed, such
a marriage has legitimacy neither from the customary nor reigous point of view. In
most cases, it is considered “ cohabitation” and tolerated because it involves no dowry
or ceebration - which are characteristic elements of legal marriage in the customary
and religious traditions.

Decision making with respect to the education of
slave children
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Save masters tolerate the marriage of ther slave women because any children born
become the slave master’s property and additiona “ stock.” M oreover, children born
in such circumstances are “lawful illegtimate’ children in societies where legitimacy
of birth determines the mord status of the individual.

Save masters are good at ensuring that they have more slaves who can never clam a
“normd” social life. The specid nature of slave marriages has been mentioned
above. Snce the children of slave women belong to their masters, it isthe latter who
make the decision regarding the enrolment of the children. The situation is quite clear.

The enrolment of children in school has its own history in Niger and alot has been
written on the subject. However, it is useful to recal the circumstances in which it is
donefor certain categories of the population.

In general, since colonisation, the populations of Niger have dways been hostile to
the enrolment of their children. In the sedentary aress, it has been easier to force
village chiefs to enrol children of school-going age because the tax collection system
enabled them to know the conposition of every household. In the nomadic aress,
however, aspecid status was created in the form of nomadic schools with two factors
taken into account: the first was the hodility of nomadic people towards a new
lifestyle taught in school, and, the second, the movement of parents according to the
Seasons.
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The decision to leave education

2000 A
1800 A ]
1600 A B
1400 A

1200 -

O Master
1000 A B Parents
O Master & Parents

800 -

600 -

400 A

gl LIN

In order to atempt an integration of nomadic people into “civilization” under
colonialism, and into national unity following independence, nomadic schools with
school-feeding programmes were established. In such schools, much care is taken to
ensure that theteachers are dso of nomadic origin, and that, thanks to support from
the World Food Programme (WFP), the children are provided with accommodation,
food and health care a the expense of the Sate. This was how schools could be
established in nomadic aress. The children enrolled in such conditions, with the
endorsement of the leaders of tribes, groups and camps, are not slave children. The
latter are excluded because they have no right to any amenities, and certainly do not
enjoy theright not towork.

This dso partly explains why the permission to enrol slave children is the preserve of
slave masters. In rare cases the decision is made by the parents, especidly in the
region of Dosso where the phenomenon linked to slavery is in decline except in
certain pockets dominated by people of Peul orign and is historicaly recent.

Just asthe masters decide about enrolment, they are the ones who aso decide when
the children ought to leave school. In generd, slave masters withdraw children from
school when they want to use them for work or, asis more often the case, when the
master’s daughter is getting married and receives, as part of her trousseau, ayoung
slave boy or grl to take with her to her new home to relieve the master’s daughter of
al work. Of course, it does not matter in such cases whether the children are goingto
school or not. In rare cases where they are going to school, the slave masters decide
their enrolment and equally reservethe power to withdraw them from school.
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DECISION REGARDING THE MARRIAGE OF SLAVE WOM EN

The decision regarding the marriage of slave women is taken by the master and
neither the women nor their parents are involved in the decision making process The
masters decide when to alow their slave grls to marry and whether or not to accept
the spouse. In generd, the spouse should be sponsored by his master to guarantee the
children born from the marriage will belongto the girl’s master.

Thedowry, tha is, the gfts offered by the bridegroom or his master is received by the
bride’ s master to use as he wishes. This dowry is considered as profit accruingfrom a
guaranteed income. In fact, when a free man decides to marry a slave woman, he is
discouraged by the amount of the dowry fixed by the master. There is often an
organised racket whereby severd people come forward one after the other to collect
the dowry, clamingthat the one paid earlier was handed to an unauthorised person.

Asthey areso good at protecting their own interests, the masters caculate the loss of
earnings and demand arefund from the suitor.

The decision regarding
the marriage of slave women

O Master
1500 A B Parents
O Master & Parents

THE ESTIMATED TOTAL NUMBER OF SLAVES FROM THE DAT ABASE

The number of slaves is an estimation based on the information contained in the
database.

The questionnaire asks every slaveto respondtothefollowing questions:

7.5 Toyour knowledge, how many slaves does the master have?
M en:/ / Women:/ / Children:/ /
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7.6 Toyour knowledge, how many slaves does the master’ s wife have?
M en:/ / Women:/ / Children:/ /

Only presumed slaves are asked to respond to the quegionnaire. By complying with
the request, the responderts are considered to accept that they are slaves. Thus, atota
of 11,000 people were counted.

After the identification and other detals concerning the master, each slave, in
responding to questions 7.5 and 7.6, gves the number of mae, femae and child
slaves owned by the master. The same question is asked regarding the slaves owned
by the mager’'s wife. It istruethat a couple of slave masters own dl their slaves, but
the mode of acquisition is nat the same. The wife may have acquired her slaves a
marriage, in the form of a dowry from her parents. She may aso have received them
from her husband a marriage or during their life as a couple. In case of separation,
each member of the couple keeps his or her slaves and animas. The database enabl es
us to group the various cases into categories.

When the slave identified himsdf he dso stated the number of children he had. All
these detalls were put into the database. It is necessay to find a method for
cdculating the totd number of slaves. A first figure is based on the number of
respondents and ther children. This adds up to atad of 46,382 slaves. To this
number should be added the number of slaves owned by the master. Thisis estimated
a 695,665 slaves. Then there is the number of slaves owned by the magter's wife,
which is 12,8316.

This gves a grand tota of 870,363 slaves counted.

Saves M agers Saves M ages Wifes' Saves
and their Children

AGADEZ 12527 73066 1534
DOSSO 3107 1461 458

MAR ADI 2176 5020 2675
TAHOUA 12131 43880 3481
TILLABERY 13215 480486 108949
ZINDER 1812 86346 11216

NOT PLACED 1414 5406 3

TOTAL 46382 695665 128316

These figures should be treated with some caution because severd slaves belongngto
the same master may give the number of slaves owned by the master, and in that case
the number of slaves would have been counted twice or more times for the same
master. We redized this as soon as we started inputting the data. As staed in the
methodology, in order to be certain of our computétion, certain conditions haveto be
met. We need to harmonise and correct the spelling of the names of masters, slaves
and places. This would make it passible to assign each slave to a master or master’s
wife. The tatd number of slaves per named master would gve a reliable figure
because there would not be any duplication. This could however not be done due to
technicd, financid and time constraints.
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Therefore we have thought of producing a second version of the database when the
time is available to correct the spelling of the names that were recorded by the
interviewers.

However, when one knows the red situation, the estimate is not at all exaggerated.
Indeed, the survey s were conducted mostly at night. The probability of coming across
slaves bdongingto the same master is very low because in generd, slaves are widdy
dispersed in Niger. They live in vast areas, often hundreds of kilometres away from
their masters. They carry ou the same activities without close supervision. The
credibility of the data cannot be questioned in view of the precautions that were taken.
We know where the problems lie, and it is our duty to addressthem.

However, thisfirst Sudy deserves some serious thought. Indeed, a smal organisation
with limited resources has succeeded in conducting a census of about 11000 slaves
and came to redize that there are hundreds of thousands of other slaves living in the
harsh conditions of pure slavery described herein.

How many slaves would one find in Niger if one had the investigating resources
needed? Why is this the only sudy to gve a credible estimate of the number of
slaves in Niger since the days of colonidism? Why has the population census never
attempted to identify people living as slaves? Why have politica parties been silent
on thisissue, choosing instead to negotiate slave votes with slave masters? Why have
the unions never taken up the issue? Why have academics Ieft it to westerners to
report the gories they aretold by slave masters about slavery ?

These are all questions without an immediate answer. This study gpens the way
towardsthe answers. It will require along-term effort with many obstacles.

Ma we na conclude by saying that it is a falure for our democracy for a singe
individual to be reduced to slavery; are we not chalenged to finaly conclude that
whatever their number we will not deserve the status of human beings unless that
number is reduced to ZERO?

THE REIGN OF VIOLENCE

The slaves were questioned about the risks and violence suffered by them if they
disobeyed their masters. The answers require no comments and are similar in dl
cases. An open-ended list has been included in the database with details on the
number and ty pes of acts of violence incurred. There are several pages of testimonies.
They will need to be gpecidly processed with a view to grouping the types of abuse,
which are similar. But we can dready include the following among the list of acts of
violence suffered by slaves:

Beating

Food deprivation

Psycholog cd torture
Increased work load

Seep deprivation

Tyingto the neck of an animal

YVVVVVYY
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Tyingto atree

Rape

Settlement of scores
Throwingdown awsdll

M dicious gossip
Confiscation of property
Confiscation of farmland
Tyingunder the sun
Undressingin front of family
Tyingin chains
Sapping

Insults

Refusd of assistance

VVVVVVVYVVVYVYY

The need to gve figures led to the grouping of the types of violence suffered by
slaves into categories so that they can be added up. The advantage of this method is
that it gves an idea of how widespread the practiceis, though it does not bringout the
red pain suffered by theindividua victims.

However, we thought it would be helpful to listen to the victims. Thus, we made a
random selection of some records and report below the responses as some slaves
made them. Of course, we voluntarily eiminated al the testimonies in which the
slavesimply gatesthat he was subjected to violence, and chose instead those that gve
amoredetailed or informative description of an experience. The question asked in the
guestionnaire was about the acts of violence suffered by the victim, his wife and
children.

Thefollowing answers arereported exactly as recorded by theinterviewers.

Ibrahim Zabeirou, village Chief, 56 years old (Taamout Zango): “Insults. | am the
village Chief. | collect taxes but have not received any commission for over thirty
years’.

In their attempt to eradicate slavery, the colonialists established villages for freed
slaves, and gppointed one of them as their leader. Thelatter collects taxes on behadf of
the Sate and is therefore in charge of ddivering officid family record books
considered as a sign of freedom and giving the right to vate. The village Chief
recelves a percentage of the taxes collected. However, as we can see in this case,
when the Chief is aslavein the customary sense, heis not paid any commission. Who
is responsible? The head of the ‘Canton’ (or electora district), and the Deputy
Prefect, share a large part of the responsibility and complicity, because when the
authorities make any payment to an individud, the latter's signature constitutes an
accounting record. What happened to the commissions of this village Chief? This is
one of the questions tha will be asked at the appropriate time.

Abdou Zabeirou, 46, (Taamout Zango): “Insults. We are also made to carry heavy
loads.”

Djanou Marafa, 30 (Zoraré): “M anutrition, demoradizing insults.”
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Aggou Marafa, 25, “ Forced to work al the time, without any reg.”

This is a typicd situation for slaves. Insults constitute the norma mode of
communi cation between slaves and their masters who need to constantly remind them
of the reasons for their gatus - that is, their servile ancestry about which they can no
longer do anything The back-breaking work they have to perform is a means of
maintainingthe status of the slave because “ he is meant for that.”

The following cases were observed in the region of Zinder.

Doumbou Tchilla, 40, (Tgaé nomad). This individual spoke about the maltreatment
suffered by his child, a grl: “forcibily married.” The master has sole authority. He
does what he likes with the children of his slaves; he can gvethem away in marriage,
or sdl them to who ever helikes, a his own price.

Allasane Amadou, 50, (Zonga | guidas): * Insults and other degrading treatment.”

Sdla Maouli, 55, (Zonga Iguidass): “Forced to be dways submissive, without
respite.”

His wife “ Dally chores even while pregnant.”
His child: “ Alway s looking after the animals.”

These cases, located in the regon of Tahoua, reved slaves are subjected to insults,
degrading treatment and hard labour on a daly basis. In the West, they use their
“imagination” to shoot films on the conditions of slaves in America. Here, dl you
need to do is point acameraat thelife you see around you becauseit provides its own
screenplay. Women, whatever ther condition, are not spared the back breskingwork.

Abdalahi Hassan, 27 (M aradi Commune, Zaria nei ghbourhood): “ Insults, blows, |
am tied and refused food.”

Algabasse Imilayague, 36, (Maradi Commune, Zaria neighbourhood): “Blows,
insults, my property is taken away fromme.”

His wife: “blows, insults, rgpe.”

Theabovearetwo casesin M aradi, in ane ghbourhood considered as a stronghold of
Islamic fundamentdists. M aradi has been considered for a long time as the economic
capita of Niger. The fact that the slave lives in town does not change his status,
contrary to wha onemay think. M any people believethat after the dry season, slaves
who have to leave their masters to make a living in town escgpe from ther datus.
Unfortunately, once the hard times are over, thefirst concern of the mastersisto find
ther slaves and use them. In town, slaves work as free men, but what hgppensto the
fruits of their labour? The latter are indeed partly or tataly collected by the masters.
The old relaions are resumed and the master, even in town, may satisfy his sexud
urges with his slave women or wives of his slaves.
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Tachalou, 19, (Gadabgi), does not know her faher: “Whenever | disobey, | get
beaten,” she says.

The interviewer adds the following: “this woman’'s hand was requested in marriage,
but the master refused to dlow her to marry anybody because she is pat of his
property. Her parents (mother) inherited their status as slaves.”

Billo Wanalher, (Gadabéji): her child was taken away but later reurned to her: “My
children were taken away by the Chief, but people helped me to get them back” she
adds, “ one of my children was taken away in thepresence of dl the people.”

Maimonide Billot, 9, (Gadamérien): “| was taken away from my parents, but am now
livingwith them.”

Hila Maichanaou, 67, (Gadabdji): “1 do as | antold, | cannot disobey.”
Hiswifesays:“ Thereis nothing| can do about his behaviour.” About his children, he
adds: “They are not growing up with me, and, as for their education, they belong to
the master.”

Gamraka, 58, (Gadabdji): knows neither of his parents. “1 cannot disobey, | have no
choice,” he said. About his wife: “we only have intercourse duringthe night, upon the
master’s orders.” His children, he says, “ are mdtreated by the master’s children.”

Islamana, 70, (Gadabgi): knows neither of hisparents. “My two daughters” he says,
“aretreated like goas. The master invites men to sleep with them; they sleep with the
men chosen by the master.”

Gatack, 40, (Gadabgi): knows neither of his parents. M aritd status: stud. The
guestionnaire asked whether the repondent was married, a bachelor, divorced or
widowed. Asfor Gatack, he belongs to a specid category, that of astud - that is, one
of those slaves whose task is to impregnate slave drls selected by the master.
“Insults” are the order of the day. “The grls,” he says, “are made to sleep with ather
slaves so that they can produce slave children.”

Kola (Gadabdi), a woman who knows neither of her parents, is a mother of four
children, al of whom have been taken away from her. “All my children have been
taken from meand given away. They do nat know ther parents,” she laments.

Tassala, 28, (Gadabgi): knows neither of her parents. M arita status. breeder of
slaves. There are as many studs as there are women who “ spawn” slaves like Tassada.
“My master may a any time ask meto sleep with any man. My children do not grow
up with me.”

In this village situated in the regon of M adaoua, we note that bath male and femae
slaves have one thing in common: they do na know their parents. They are taken
away very ealy from their parents to sever any bondsthat might give them a persona
or family history. The only reference allowed to exist is the master. Families are for
other people. Saves “ belong’ they are objects and must never be dlowed to forget it.
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A system that destroys the family must solve the problem of reproduction. M asers
have come up with a solution, which makes certan men studs. Ther job is to
impregnate the women and grls, sdected by the master to increase the latter’s sock
of slaves. Just as some md e slaves are studs, some women slaves are slave-breeders.
For them, “marriage’ is out of the question. Ther purpose is to produce children,
more slaves for the master. In that capacity, they are made to sleep with anybody.
Dignity is nat meant for slaves. These facts are not the figment of anybody’s
imagnation. They aresimply apart of lifein present-day Niger.

Ahmed Assalam, 33, (Dgin-Ango Kobdou Safoua Tessaoua): says “ | have been
beaten, and had my legs broken, look at the scars.” His wife has been “tortured and
raped,” and the children “tortured.”

Indo Faka, (woman) 46: “My back is hurting from the whipping | was subjected to”.

Wayounfa Amazza, 60, says: “ You can’t even think of disobeying. Violent tortureis
meted out if you dare; one of my ears is deformed as aresult. My wife is made to
work under the sun and in the bush.”

Tagou Amagal, 90, (Zangon Tessaoua), a woman: “| have suffered torture; as you
can see, one of my legsis lifeless. My children are used as bedposts madeto carry the
master’ s bed throughout the night.”

This is something that happens in the regon of Tessaoua, in the centre of sedentary
Niger. The man characteristic is the physicd violence that leaves scars. M en and
women are treated alike. Women are routindly raped by their masters. The level of
violence is such that when old Way ounfawas asked wha might happen to her if she
disobeyed, she replied: “you can't even think of disobeying” That short but
meaningful reply sums up the whole situation.

In thelives of these slaves, dl thought is dead, killed. Imagnation is dead, killed. The
person is dead but not yet killed. Given the name of an object so that a any moment
life can become death. The slave only knows about and lives in the present — the only
reflex being to safeguard “peace of mind” by obeying the bet way passible. This
atitude of obedience makes it “normd” for the slave to cary the master's bed
throughout the night on his shoulders, in a squatting position, while the master is
sleeping or makinglove.

Is this crudty or inhumanity? It is worthwhile to meditate on the words of Victor
Schoelcher, quoted by Amédia Plumele-Uribe “Any legd system based on violence
is inevitably condemned to use violence to maintain itsdf. Logecaly, dl societies
have to find ways of protecting themselves. When a society is contrary to nature, it
can only preserve itsdf by resorting to laws tha are against humanity. The more
difficult it is to expect the obedience demanded, the more ruthless the punishment
meted out tothose who disobey.”>®

°% Rosa AmédiaPlumele-Uribe, Laférocité blanche. Des non-blancs aux non-aryens, Génodides
occultés de 1492 a nosjours, [White savagery. Non-blacks and non-Aryans. Hidden Genocides from
1492 to date], Paris, Albin Michd, 2001
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The analysis of violence offered in this study is only fragmentary. Its purpose is
simply to reved part of the wedth of information contained in the database. The
amount of information coll ected makes further research necessary in order to extract
the significant dataand other detalls that illustrate the lives of non-citizens.

The ground has been prepared. Everybody can contribute. For our pat, we have
reported the facts while avoiding any extrapolation, because in refuting an ideology
one must necessarily create a legd basis. If this is successful, then thousands of
peoplewill be aleto join the human race, bethey victims or slave masters. Apartheid
has become athing of the past before our very eyes. Humankind is, therefore, cgpable
of anything.
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CONCLUSION

The peculiarity of such a sudy isthat it cannot have a conclusion. Indeed, drawing a
conclusion would mean that slavery is abolished in fact and in mind. As matters stand,
this study shows tha slavery not only exists but that it is activedy and openly
practised.

Savery isalegacy of the past. History shows that in pre-colonia Niger the modes of
production were dominated by slavery; societies dl through the length and breadth of
theland, shared the same characteristic of exploiting slave labour.

The advent of coloniaism interrupted the indigenous evolution of societies in Niger.
Colonidism came with dominant values, which had the merit of being incompatible
with slavery. Colonidism carried its own system of slavery including forced | abour.

Under public pressure, colonidism had to prohibit slavery in the colonies. But the
management of the prohibition encountered problems. The complicity of certain
officials, irrespective of ther rank in the administrative sysem, slowed down the
effort of eradicatingslavery. Further, the colonid administration, while subjecting the
loca kings (known today as Traditiona Chiefs), dso made dlies and auxiliaries of
them. The latter, as cusodians of the customs based on pro-slavery vaues, played
their new roles as go-betweens the bes way they could toprotect their own interests;
and they played well enough to present forced labour as slavery imposed by the new
masters similar to the existing slavery. The apparent behaviour of the colonizer
strengthened this position. M oreover, the behaviour of the colonizer was not free from
racism. History shows tha in al countries inhabited by black people who enslaved
other blacks, prohibition was successful. However, when the slave masters were white
and the slaves bl ack, slavery was tolerated. Those whose skin colour was close to that
of the colonizers were protected.

The advent of independence, in the case of Niger, occurred in special circumstances.
The Traditiona Chiefs were able to project themsaves and be rewarded for helping
run the new dae they were rewarded by being alowed to mantain their old
privileges and acquire new ones. Savery was mantained without the need to defend
it. It was enough to practise it. Those who had lost their slaves were able to legaly
retrieve them - thisis the great dramafor the victims and shows the shrewdness of the
new masters. They could not have thought this out for themsdves. All their advisers
were French. It may be sad that slavery found a new lease of lif e after independence,
especidly in the areas where the state was solely represented by Traditiona Chiefs.

The coup d éa of 1974 brought about a change of leadership. But the new military
leaders had the same vaues as the leaders they deposed. Nobody could question the
privileges of the leaders who were senior officers. The mgor problem of slavery in
Niger isthat it is part of the people' s sysdem of vaues. This problem should be taken
seriously because it conditions people s reflexes. Why has nobody raised theissue? Is
it because according to societd vaues a slave must “shut up” in the presence of a
nobleman? Thisis inconsistent withthe new democratic values and therule of law.
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This sudy may contributeto exploding the values that jugtify slavery. It may paint a
new picture of Niger society. Indeed, since independence, people have been taking
about regonal baance, especially with regard to the composition of the government.
Who is a Tuareg in Niger? The Whites or Blacks? Tuareg society has integrated a
chunk of the black population to whom it has transmitted its values. It isthese blacks
with no other history, no other past, no ather culture apart from Tuareg culture, which
constitute the mgority today. So who should be chosen as members of the
government if ethnic baance is to be respected? This issue is compounded by other
problems related to development projects, distribution of aid and access to credit. For
democracy to have any meaning, it must free the slaves. By setting them slaves,
society will change because vaues will change.

The legal sysgem has changed in Niger. Indeed, on 5 May 2003, the N&iona
Assembly unanimously passed a new Crimina Code that crimindises slavery. The
law amending Act no. 61-027 of 1961 establishing the Criminad Code stipulates in
article 270-2 that: “reducing others to slavery or inciting them to dienate their
freedom or dignity or tha of any dependents for the purpose of turning them into
slaves, is punishable by afine of 1,000,000 to 5,000,000 francs. Any slave master or
accomplice shal beliableto the same pendty sipulated abovefor:

1. having sexual intercourse with a woman considered a slave or the wife of a
man considered aslave,

2. puting a the disposa of another person a woman considered a slave for the
purpose of sexua intercourse.

“Any complicity or attempt to commit the offences specified in the preceding articles
shall be punishable by the pendty dipulated in the present article’.

Further, article 270-5 clearly gatesthd: “ Any association duly regstered at least one
year before the facts and mandated by its statutesto fight against slavery or similar
practices, may bring criminal indemnity action to obtain compensation for damages
caused by the offences that violate the crimind law on slavery”.

The passing of the Act, which occurred simultaneously with the presentation of the
studies on the number of slavesin Niger, is amajor victory in the strugg e towards the
liberation of thousands of slaves. Snce the database contains names, it is easy to
understand the confusion among pro-slavers and their accomplices. At the sametime,
one can understand the great joy and hgpe raised among the many victims. Now the
new situation has to be managed, and this is not an easy task. It will require a lot of
level-headedness, moderation and method. All this was taken into account by the
participats a the presentation workshgp on the results of the present sudy. The
workshagp praposed a number of recommendations, which we now adopt as our own.

The time has come to think about how to manage the liberation of thousands of
peple and how to ded with the socid change under way, as wel as the
transformation of relations between people. We have great hopes that this sudy, by
suggesting a methodologca approach and presenting concrete cases, will play a
positive role in bringing both torturers and victims to work towards a more humane
world, which is the ultimate purpose of the whole gruggle.
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The only useful conclusion is that, henceforth, no one will be ableto say “1 do not
know.” This study makes available to all the people of Niger and esewhere, facts
that nobody will ever be allowed to ignore in the future and tha “ now that we know,
let us work together as a family in order to be democrats, and better still, human
beings.”

RESOLUTIONS and RECOMMENDATIONS

The presentation workshap on the database on davery in Niger, which met a the
Paais des Congres of Niamey on Saturday, 10 M ay, 2003:

Having

- taken cognisance of the study carried out by the consultants;

- listened to the many comments and questions from various oeskers
and clarifications made by the consultants and resource persors,

And

- Convinced that a very important milestone has been reached in the
awareness of the inequdity of citizens before the law in an Africa
experiencing active renaissance,

1. takes note of the document entitled: Savery in Niger:
Historical, Legal and Statistical Aspects, while commending
theauthors;

2. recommends its publication as soon as the editing of the fina
draft is completed;

3. requests Timidria to cooperate with the print and audiovisua
media in order to ensure a very broad dissemination of the
findings of the study.

Hereby appedstoHis Excellency the President of the Republic to ensure:
1. the publishing, as soon as possible, of the law passed on 5May 2003 by the
Nationa Assembly on the crimina offence of slavery;
2. that this new fact is mainstreamed into the Specid Programme;
3. constant viglancein dealingwith and monitoringthis very sensitive issue.
RECOMMENDATIONS
The Workshop further
1l — Recommends to the Government:
1. to prepare, as soon as passible, the necessary regulatory texts involving the

forma enactment of the Act on thepunishment of slavery;
2. toensurethe effective enforcement of thesetexts,
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3.

to adopt the accompanying social and economic measures necessary to ensure
theintegration of freed slaves, with specid attention to children who should be
pratected by granting them the status of wards of the date.

IV Recommends to the Nationa Assembly to monitor the measures taken in this
matter.

Vv

wNE

VI

N

VI

VIII

Xl

Recommends to the National Commisson on Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedomsto:

initiate acomprehensive investigation of theissue,

take stock of the situation on an annua basis;

encourage the establishment of a broad-based independent committee to
monitor slavery.

Recommends to Human Rights Defence Associ ations:

to be moreinvolved in thefight against slavery;

to play amore active role in the establishment and operation of the monitoring
committes;

to support the work of Associations and NGOs tha will be established by
peaplewho are dready victims of slavery and descent based discrimination.

Recommends to political partiesto:

(1) takeup thefight against dl forms of slavery practices;
(2) raise avareness and help their supporters to eradicate dl practices
related to descent and caste based discrimination.

Recommends to devel opment partnersto lend more support to the efforts of
the authorities and NGOs in their fight for the eradication of slavery.

Recommends to UNIC EF to be more resolutely involved in providing support
to children and women victims of slavery practices.

Recommends to thetraditional chiefsin view of their closeness to the people,
their participation in loca government and the commitment they showed
during the “ National Forum on Forced Labour” organized from 13 to 15
November 2001 by the Internationa Labour Office (1LO), to befully involved
in thefight against slavery practices.

Recommends to the Abdou Moumouni Dioffo University of Niamey to:

enhance the process of reflection, research and teaching of the various forms
of slavery in Niger;

lend various forms of support to the compilation of documentation on the
subject;

support the building of citizen consciousness in keeping with the challenges of
theday.
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XI1 Recommends to the press:

1. to broadly publicize the results of the workshaop;
2. totakepart in darifyingtheissues raised by slavery in democratic Africa

XI1l Recommendsto Timidriato:

1. establish aNationa Civic Education and documentation Centre on the various
forms of slavery and socid discrimination;
2. continue the periodica publication of the bulletin “La Lettre de Timidria,”

while devoting more spaceto slavery.
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Annex

Slavery practices and Islamin pre-colonial and colonial
Niger

As shown by Shaikh BoureimaDaouda, Islam established astrict code of slavery and
rules, which were bound to lead to its dimination in the long run. However, we note
that the societies of Niger, in spite of being Muslim for centuries, have seldom
observed the laws governing slavery.

In principle, a Muslim cannot be enslaved. Indeed, most war captives who became
slaves should not have been slaves because they were M uslim: conflicts in the 19™
18" 17" and 16™ centuries occurred between so-caled M uslim states and resulted in
the enslavement of captives.

The vast mgority of slaves found among the Tuaregs and Arabs in Niger ae
descendants of children stolen in the outskirts of villages as late as the middle of the
19th century. Sinceit is much easier to assimil ate aseven-year-old child than an adult
who might flee back to his people, one can see why children were preferred.

There are cases of slaves beingset free by eminent persondities in both sedentary and
nomeadic tribes, but as far as | am aware, the Koranic rule requiring the gate to
dlocate part of its revenue (zakat) to slaves who wish to buy back ther freedom does
not gpear to have been gpplied in this regon. Nether did the masers observe the
obligation to alow slaves some free time to work and save enough to buy back their
freedom if they wished.

This gate of afairs dates back to and was denounced at the end of the 15th century,
by Mohammed a-Lamtuni in a request for a fatwa addressed to the Egyptian scholar
Jaa-al-Din Al-Suyuti (month of Shawwa 898/July - August 1493). In his requed,
M ohammed a-Lamtuni denounced the triba chiefs who enslaved free men in the
region of A gadez (Ayar). Duringthe same period, the Songai King A skiaM uhammad
(1493-1528) freed M uslims who had been enslaved by his predecessor Sonni Ali. In
1615/1616, Ahmad Baba of Timbuktoo wrate “ Al-Kashf wa-bayan |i asnd magjlub
a-sudan” in reply to quegtions asked by the people of Tuwat (Algeri@). In this fawa,
he said the people of Kano, Katsing, Songoi, Borno, Kabi, Gobir and Mdi were
M uslims and could not be enslaved. He cited the reprehensible practice in Hausaland
where conflicts between M uslim Sultans led to “raids and the capture of prisoners
who were sold even though they were free M uslims. This practice is widespread in
Hausdand where Katsina raids Kano and other aress. Yet they dl spesk the same

language.”

In the 17th century, Jibril Omar (of Adar) went so far as to describe the Hausa
soverel gns as infidels because, anong other things, they enslaved free M uslims.

The violation of Islamic legal provisions on slavery is therefore quite old in West

Africain generd and in Niger in particular. This means, in short, and as far asIslam is
concerned, that the vas mgority - of those enslaved during the last five centuries
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(16th to 20th) - should not have been slaves because they belonged to states whose
religon was Islam.

Professor Djibo Hamani, Historian

Research Professor, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences
AbouM oumouni University, Niamey
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[1-MUNICIPAL LAW
THECONSTITUTION OF 18 JULY 1999
Article 12: “No individua shall be subjected ... to slavery”.
THECRIMINAL CODE:

The new article 208.2 on the punishment of the crimina off ence of slavery: “slavery
isacrimeagainst humanity and as such, ispunished by the death penalty.”

New aticle 270.1: “ Savery” isthe gatus or condition of aperson over whom any or
al of the powers ataching to the right of ownership are exercised; a “slave’ is an
individual who finds himsdlf in such astatus or condition.

The “person of servile status in a servile condition” is a person placed in a status or
condition resulting from one of the slavery institutions or practices, inter alia:

1. bondage or any form of tota dependence or submission to amaster;
2. any institution or practice whereby':

a awoman, without the right to refuse, is promised or gven in marriage on
payment of aconsideration in money or in kind to the master;

b. the husband of a woman, his family, or his clan, has the right to transfer
her to another person for value recelved or otherwise,

c. the master has the right to have sexud intercourse with the wife of his
slave;

3. any institution or practice whereby achild or young person under the age of 18
years, is delivered by his parents or by his guardian, or by his master or the
master of one or both of his parentsto another person, whether for reward or
not, with a view to the exploitation of the child or young person or of his
labour.

New Article 270.2;

Reducing others to slavery or inciting themto gve up their freedom or dignity or that
of any dependents for the purpose of turning them into slaves, is punishable by 10to
30 years imprisonment and afine of 1,000,000 to 5,000,000 francs.

Any slave master or accomplice shall be liable to the same pendty stipulated above
for:

1. having sexual intercourse with a woman considered a slave or the wife of a
man considered aslave,

2. puting a the disposa of another person a woman considered a slave for the
purpose of sexud intercourse; and
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3. any complicity or attempt to commit the offences specified in the preceding

articles shdl be punishable by thependty stipulated in thepresent article.

New article 270.3: On the offence of davery

The following shall be considered an offence of slavery:

1.

5.

any violation of the physicd or mora integrity of aperson because of his/her
servile status, or any degrading, inhuman or humiliating trestment of such a
person;

the act, on the part of a master, of receiving the fruits or proceeds from the
progitution of awoman of servile staus, or from the labour of any person of
servile status;

3. extortion of money from or blackmailingaperson of servile status;
4.

the act by a mager of recelving tribute from a person because of the right of
ownership exercised over that person;
the kidnapping of so-cd led slave children or their bondage.

New Article 270.4

Any person found quilty of the offence of slavery shal be punished by five to less
than ten years imprisonment and a fine of five hundred thousand to one million

francs.

Any complicity or attempt to commit the offence of slavery shal be punishable by the
pendty ecified in the preceding paragraph.

New Article 270.5: Locus standi of associations

Any association duly registered a least oneyear beforethefacts and mandated by its
statutes to fight against slavery or similar practices, may bring criminal indemnity
action to obtain compensation for damages caused by the offences that violate the
crimina law on slavery.
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SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE
1 Locality:
2 Interviewer: Surname: Name
3 RESPONDENT
31 UrNaMe ...
32 Name......ocoveii
3.3 Surnameand nameof Father.............coooiiiii i,
3.4 Surnameand nameof Mother ..o,
3.5 Sex M F
4 Marital status
4.1 Married 4.2Divorced 4.3 Widowed
4.4 Snge
5Children
5.1 Totd number of children dive:/ [/
5.2 Number of children livingwith you: / /
5.3 Number of children taken away fromyou:/ /
6 Activities
6.1 What tasks are you required to perform?
6.2 Fidd work 6.3 Cattlerearing 6.4 House work
6.5 Doyoureceivearegular sdary? Yes No
6.6 What risks do you run if you fail to obey?

7 Identity of the Magter
UMNEME.....ooiviiiiiiiie e L2 NAME
7.3 Main occupation of theM aster .........c.ovii i

7.4 Group/ Canton/tribe/ Villagel camp: ........cccovvviieinann ..



7.5 Toyour knowledge, how many slaves does y our master have?
Men / / Women:/ / Children:/ /

7.6 Toyour knowledge how many slaves does your master’s wife have?
M en:/ / Women:/ / Children:/ /

8 Ownership

8.1 How did your magter acquire his slaves?

8.2 Purchased number: 8.3 Inherited  number:

8.4 Received as gft  number: 85Wa number: 8.6 Dowry
9 What tasks doesyour wife havetoperform?

10 What tasks doyour children haveto perform?

11 Do your children go to school?  Yes No

12 Who takes the decision to enrol them in school ?

12.1 The parents 12.2 The master

13 Who takes the decision to withdraw them from school ?

13.1 The parents 13.2 The master

14 What kind of mistreatment have y ou been persondly subjected to?
15 What kind of mistreatment has y our wife been subjected to?

16 What kind of mistrestment have y our children been subjected to?
17 Arethe administrative authorities aware of your situation?

17.1 Yes 17.2 No

18 Do you know of any cases of slaves lodgngcomplaints?

18.1 Yes 18.2 No

18.3 If yes, wha wasthereaction of the administrative authorities?

19 Who decides the marriage of aslave?

number:
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19.1 The parents 19.2 The master

20 Who fixes the amount of the dowry?

20.1 The parents 19.2 The master

21 Who receives the dowry ?

21.1 Theparents 19.2 The master

22 When aslave dies, who inherits his’her property ?

22.1 His/her family 22.2 The master
23 Why doyou accept the status of aslave?

24 Haveyou ever attempted to flee or leave?
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This study is aimed at contributing to putting in place the necessary mechanisms to eradicate slavery in Niger.
Indeed, it may seem absurd that at the dawn of the third millennium, a country like Niger, known for being amongst
the lowest ranking countries on the human development index, is being called to account on an issue such as slavery,
a form of social organisation that was thought to have been eradicated with the establishment of democracy. And
yet slavery is present in the daily life of Niger. The issue is not to find a definition of slavery, but rather to free thousands
of men and women from the shackles of slavery. For them, each day brings its lot of humiliation, physical suffering,
torture and uncertainty.

Dr Galy Kadir Abdelkader
University of Niamey, Niger

This study allows others to have a better understanding of "the current reality" of Niger. It marks a major contribution
to the "renaissance” of Africa, of which the first prerequisites is the equality of all citizens before the law.

Diouldé Laya Sociologist,
Former Director, Centre for the Study of African Oral Traditions
Niamey, Niger

Timidria is a national human rights organisation that fights against slavery and all forms of discrimination in Niger.
Timidria, which means fraternity-solidarity in Tamacheq, was founded in 1991 by a group of young Nigeriens who
shared a determination to challenge the widespread silence around the phenomenon of slavery. Timidria works for
the eradication of slavery through raising awareness and lobbying at the national, regional and international level, as
well as carrying out research, reintegration and community development projects.

Since 1839, Anti-Slavery International has been committed to ending slavery. This most fundamental abuse of
human rights affects people on every continent and in most countries. We are the only charity in the United Kingdom
working exclusively against slavery.Throughout the world, we work with local organisations at the grass-roots level
to help end this violation. We help them pressure their governments for significant change and increase their
effectiveness on the international stage as well as support their work to release people.
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today's fight for tameorrow's freedom
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