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Shocking statistics
on children’s rights

'HE statistics nre as confounding aa they are frightening.

Prrmanent Secretary in the Ministry of Labowr and Hu-

ran Besource Development Dir Kangethe Gituon Thirs-
day disclesed that over four mllion Kenyan children aged
hetwoen six and 16 do not attend school and may be invalved in
chuld Tabour.
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Girn attributed the rise of chald labour toinadequate legisin-
tinn, HIV-Aids and a breakdown of family structures.

But Gitu's was really not 6 dieclosure. This is a fact that the
authorities very well know but whichno golicy makerhas risen
to address in 2 substantive way.

Children represent almost 41 pereenit of the population inthe
country. Tocondemn such n percentage Lo ignorance, 85 snoms
tohe the cose today . 18 certanly to perpetuate poeerty with all
s concomitants, Which is frightening.

An upsurge in paverty will most certainly lead to an upsurge
im erimee. And Uhis s just what we are now conrting.

The PS5 aleo took iseue with the country’s education system
which he enid should be made more relevant and affordahle ro
cheock the high drop-vut rate in primary schools.

He arped the Ministey of Education, Seicnee and Technolugy
i put more emphasis on non-farmal edecation for the eakeof |
dissdvantaged children

An sdueation syetem that segregates is ehviously erronsous, |
Precizely because to free a papulation from ignorance is 5 step |
temenrds freeing it from poverty, the Government must work ‘
towards ensuring a0 education system that guarantees wai- |
versal primary education. |

Elsewhers i the world, the situation is not any hetter. 250 |
anllian childeen suffer this form of exploitation. Bul just be- |
cause it is practised elsowhere does nod mean i s right.

In any ease, the UN Charter on children's rights is clear an |

the matter. That it is i i children.

lnﬁﬂ_jmmmnﬁhmﬁwﬂegedm;mtmm 1
|trighunmnplnyir'rmorlmrmwbrkinhaur\i.ou.scnuimnmu. |
1t ix o most despicable form of exploitation.

Az we have argued hore before, child labour contdnues nana-
histed becanse of lack of legislation.

The Atterney- General has been promising Kenyans a com-
prehensive law on the =chic of the child for so long it has ww
hecome a mantra.

The AG's office must move with speed because it is the chbil-
dren wha are bearing the repercussions of its lethargy.

Without strict begislation to protect the child, any move to-
wards such a cause will be futils

Weare hoping thatwith these stalistics, the Government will
finally do more than just affer promises on eradicating child
labour. Commitment towards s canse can only be laken seri-
cusly ifitis fallowed by action. This s what the Government
should and must do! .

report East African Standard,
Apiil 2000,
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